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BOOK XI. 


LETTER I. 1 
To Ino. 


leaſt, I moſt ſincerely wiſh that you may. 
I intreat you therefore to conſecrate all your 
cares to that end; and by no means indulge ſo 
miſtaken a ſuſpicion. as that I am diſpleaſed 

you are not with me. With me you are, in 
the beſt ſenſe of that expreſſion, if you are tak - 


rather you ſhould attend, than on myſelf. For 
Vor. III. B 


FOUR letter encourages me to hobh that A.U.708. 
you find yourſelf better: I am ſure 3 


ing care of your health; which 1. had much 


tho? 


N " 
IL. : * | 
2 Tux LETTERS Boox XL. 
A.U. vos. tho' I always both ſee and hear you with plea- 
— ſure; that pleaſure will be greatly increaſed, 
when I ſhall have the ſatisfaction at the ſame time 
| to be aſſured that you are perfectly well. 

My work is at preſent ſuſpended *, as I can- 
not make uſe of my own hand : however I em- 
ploy myſelf a good deal in reading. If your 
tranſcribers ſhould be puzzled with my manu- 
ſcript, I beg you would give them your affiſt- 
ance: as indeed there is an interlineation relat- ' 
ing to a circumſtance in Cato's behaviour when 
he was only four years of age *, that I could 


The work to which Cicero alludes, was probably a pa- 
_— upon Cato; which he wrote and publiſhed about 
is time. 
. © Plntarch mentions ſeveral inftances in the life of Cato, 
wherein that conſummate patriot had given very early indi- 
cations of his reſolute and inflexible fpirit. But the moſt 
remarkable, and'probably the fame which Cicero had cele- 
| brated in the a he is here ſpeaking pf, was one that 
| happened when Cato was in the houſe his uncle Livius 
Druſus, who had taken upon himſelf the care of his educati- 
on. At that time the ſeveral eſtates of Italy in alliance with 
the republic, were ſtrenuouſly ſoliciting the privileges of Ro- 
man Citizens: and Pompedius Silo, a perſon of great note, 
who came to Rome in order to proſecute this affair, was the 
gueſt of Druſus. As Pompedius was one day amuſing himſelf 
with the children of the family, Well, young gentlemen, 
faid he, addrefling himſelf particularly to the little Cato 
and his brother, I bope you will uſe your intereſt with 
'* your uncle, to give his vote in our favour,” The latter 
| readily anſwered in the affirmative ; while Cato ſigni- 
4 | F jus, 
| without ſaying a lingle word in reply. Pompedius ſnatch- 
| ing him up Zerren. and 
in A rage threatened to throw him out, if 
be did not immediately yield to his requeſt, But in vain : 


ſcarce 


— —— ꝓ —ę᷑æö—— — A — — 


Book Xt: OF C1CERO: | 


ſcarce decypher myſelf, You will continue your A. U. 508. _ 
care likewiſe, that the dining-room be in proper * 


order for the reception of our gueſts: in which 
number, I dare ſay; I may reckon Tertia, pro- 
vided Publius be not invited: | 

That ſtrange fellow Demetfius was always, 
1 know, the very reverſe of his name-ſake of 
Phaleris : but 1 find he is now grown more in- 
ſufferable than ever, and 1s degenerated into an 
arrant Bilienus . I reſign the management of 
him, therefore intirely into your hands; and you 
will pay your court to him accordingly. But 
however —d'ye ſee—and as to that—(to preſent 
you with a few of his own elegant expletives) if 
you ſhould have any converſation with him; let 
me know; that it may furniſh me with the 
ſubje& of a letter, and at the fame time af 
ford me the pleaſure of reading ſo much longer 


nature had not formed the atrocem animum Catonis, of a tex- 
ture to be menaced out of its 5 0 Accordingly Pom- 
pedius was ſo ſtruck with that early fymptom of an undaunt-- 
ed ſpirit, that he could not forbeat ſaying to ſome of his 
friends who were preſent, ©** How happy will it be for 
Italy if this ſhould live! for my part, continued he 
% I am well perſuaded if he were now a man, we ſho 
not be able to procure a ſingle ſufftage throughout all 
% Rome.“ Plut in vit. Caton. Uticen. 

Demetrius, ſur · named Phalerius, from Phaleris a fea- 
port town in Greece, was a celebrated orator, who flouriſh- 
ed about three centuries before the birth of Chriſt. 

+ Who this perſon and Demetrius were, is utferly un- 
known: but it is probable that the ridiculous part of their 
characters, to which Cicero here alludes, was that of being 
very dull and inelegant orators. a "09 
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| 
1 
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1 


| 4 
A. U. 208. an one from yourſelf. In the mean while take 
care of your health, my dear Tiro, I conjure 


Tus LET T ERS Book XI. 


you: and be well perſuaded, that you cannot 
render me a more pleaſing ſervice. Farewell. 


. 
To Dor ABELL A. 


O” that the ſilence you ſo kindly regret, 
had been occaſioned by my own death, 
rather than by the ſevere loſs * I have ſuffered :. 
a loſs I ſhould be better able to ſupport, if I had 


1 He was at this time with Cæſar in Spain. | 

2 The death of his daughter Tullia. It appears by a for - 
mer letter, that ſhe had lately lain · in at Rome: from whence 
ſhe was probably removed for the benefit of the air, to her 
father's Tuſculan villa, where ſhe ſeems to have died. This 
letter furniſhes a preſumptive argument againſt the opinion 
of thoſe who imagine, that Dolabella and Tullia were ne- 
ver actually divorced. For in the firſt place, notwithſtand - 
ing it appears that there was ſome diſtance of time between 
the accident of her death and the preſent epiſtle ; yet it 


. ſeems to have been the firſt letter which Cicero had written 


to Dolabella upon the occaſion. Now it is altogether im- 
probable, if the marriage had ſubſiſted, that Cicero ſhould 
ndt have given him immediate notice of an event in which, 
if not from affection, at leaſt from intereſt, he would have 
been greatly concerned. In the next place, it is equally 


Improbable, ſuppoſing there had been no divorce, that 


Cicero ſhould ſpeak of this misfortune only in general and 
diſtant terms, as he does throughout this whole letter, with- 
out ſo much as mentioning the name of Tullia, or intimating 
even the remoteſt hint of any connection between her — 
Dolabella. But the following 1 will ſupply a farther and 
more poſitive argument againft the opinion above mentioned. 
See rem. 4. on the next letter. Ad At. xii. 45, 46. 


you 


— 


Book XI. or CICERO. 


you with me. For your judicious counſels, and A. U. 708. 
ſingular affection towards me, would greatly con- 


tribute to alleviate its weight. © This good office 
indeed I may yet perhaps receive: for, as 1 
imagine we ſhall ſoon ſee you here, you will 
find me ſtill ſo deeply affected, as to have an op- 
portunity of affording me great aſſiſtance. Not 
that this affliction has ſo broken my ſpirit as to 


render me unmindful that I am a man, or ap- 


prehenſive that I muſt totally ſink under its preſ- 
ſure. But all that chearfulneſs and vivacity of 
temper, which you once ſo particularly admired, 
As now, alas ! entirely forſaken me. My forti- 
tude. and reſolution ne vertheleſs, (if theſe virtues 
were ever mine) I ſtill retain : ; and retain them 
too in the ſame vigour as when you.left me. 
As to thoſe battles which, you tell me, you 
have ſuſtained upon my account; I am far leſs 
ſolicitous that you ſhould confute my detractors !, 
than that the world ſhould know (as it unqueſ- 
tionably does) that I enjoy a place in your af- 
fection: and may you {till continue to render 
3 The perſon to whom Cicero alludes, was in all pro- 
bability his own nephew; who was at this time in the ar- 


my with Cæſar. This young man had taken great liberties 
with his uncle's character, aſperſing it upon all occaſions, 


and in all companies; in particular, (and what gave Cicero 


the greateſt uneaſineſs) he attempted to infuſe a ſuſpicion 
among the principal officers. of the army, that Cicero was a 
man of dangerous deſigns, and one againſt whom Cæſar ought 


to be particularly upon his guard. Ad A.. xii. 38. xiii. 37. 
B 3 that 


6 


[ | , 


LETTER xe Book XI, 


A. U.508, that truth conſpicuous. To this requeſt I will | 
— add another, and intreat you to excuſe me for 


not ſending you a longer letter. I ſhorten it, 
not only as imagining we ſhall ſoon meet, but 
becauſe my mind is at preſent by no means ſuf- 


ficiently compoſed for writing, Farewell. 


LETTER HI. 
SERVIUS Svuercivs to Crexro. 


I Received the news of your daughter's death, 
with all the concern it ſo juſtly deſerves: and 
indeed I cannot but conſider it as a misforturf 


in which I bear an equal ſhare with yourſelf, 1f 
had been near you when this fatal accident 


happened, I ſhould not only have mingled my 
tears with yours, but aſſiſted you with all the 
conſolation in my power. I am ſenſible at the 
ſame time, that offices of this kind afford at beſt 
but a wretched relief: for as none are qualified 
to perform them, but thoſe who ſtand near to us 


by the ties either of blood or affeRion, ſuch 


perſons are generally too much afflicted them- 
ſelves, to be capable of adminiſtring comfort to 
others. Neyertheleſs, I thought proper to ſug- 
geſt a few reflections, which occurred to me upon 
this occaſian: not as imagining they would be 
new to you, but believing that in your preſent 


ifs 


3 


Book XI. CIC ERO. 7 


diſcompoſure of mind, they might poſſibly have A U. 708. 
eſcaped your attention. Tell me then, my 
friend, wherefore do you indulge this exceſs of 
ſorrow ? Reflect, I intreat you, in what manner 
fortune has dealt with every one of us : that ſhe 
has deprived us of what ought to be no leſs dear 
than our children, and overwhelmed in one gene- 
ral ruin our honours, our liberties, and our 
country. And after theſe loſſes, is it poſſible | 
that any other ſhould increaſe our tears? Is ir | 
poſſible that a mind long exerciſed in calamities 
ſo truly ſevere, ſhould not become totally callous, 
and indifferent to every event? But you will tell 
me, perhaps, that your grief ariſes not ſo much 
on your own account, as on that of Tullia. Yer 
ſurely you muſt often, as well as myſelf, have 
had occaſion in theſe wretched times to reflect, 
that their condition by no means deſerves to be 
regretted, whom death has gently removed from 
this unhappy ſcene, What is there, let me aſk, . 
in the preſent circumſtances of our country, that 
could have rendered life greatly deſirable to your 
daughter? What pleaſing hopes, what agreeable 
views, what rational ſatisfaction could ſhe poſſibly - 
have propoſed to herſelf from a more extended 2 
period? Was it in the proſpect of conjugal hap- 
pineſs in the ſociety of ſome diſtinguiſhed youth r 
+ This paſſage ſeems ſtron muy to intimate, that the marriage 
between Dolabella and Tall 3 was aQually diſſolved before 
> 9 


| 


8 LETTER To Book XI. 
A.U.y08. as if, indeed, you could have found a ſon-in-law 
WY amonglt our preſent ſet of young men, worthy of 

being entruſted with the care of your daughter ! 
Or was it in the expectation of being the joyful 
mother of a flouriſhing race, who might poſſeſs 
their patrimony with independence, who might 
gradually riſe thro the ſeveral dignities of the 
ſtate, and exert the liberty to which they were 
born in the ſervice and defence of their friends 
and country ? But is there one amongſt all theſe 
deſirable privileges, of which we were not de- 
prived before ſhe was in a capacity of tranſmit- 
ting them to her deſcendents? Yet after all, you 
may ſtill alledge, perhaps, that the loſs of our 
children is a ſevere affliction: and unqueſtionably 
it would be ſo, if it were not a much greater to 


ſee them live to endure thoſe indignities which 
their parents ſuffer, - 


her death. It muſt be acknowledged however, that a very 
learned and accurate critic is of opinion, that the affirmative 
ſide of this queſtion can no more be roved from theſe words 
of Sulpicius, than it can be inferred from thoſe which he im- 
mediately adds, an ut. ea liberos ex ſe/e pareret, that Tullia 
died without iſſue ; which it is well known ſhe did not. But 
there ſeems to be this difference between the two inſtances ; 
that with reſpec to the latter, Sulpicius might very properly 
put the queſtion he there does, notwithſtanding Tullia's bav- 
ing left a ſon : for altho' ſhe had one, ſhe might reaſonably 
- Indulge the expectation of having more. Whereas with re- 
gard to the former; would it not have been highly injurious 
to her character, if Sulpicius had argued from a ſuppoſition 
which implied that Tullia entertained thoughts of 


| another 
huſband, whilft her marriage with Dolabella was ſtill ſubſiſt- 


wg? Vid. epift, Tunſtal. ad vir, erud. Con. Middleton, 5. 186. 
N [£3073 We e J lately 


* 


Book H. CRC Ot WS 


I lately fell into a reflection, which as it af- A. U. 708.” 
forded great relief to the diſquietude of my own * 
heart, it may poſſibly contribute likewiſe to aſ- 
ſuage the anguiſh of yours. In my return out of 
Aſia, as I was failing from Agina towards Me- 
gara s, I amuſed myſelf with contemplating the 
circumjacent countries. Behind me lay gina, 
before me Megara; on my right I ſaw Piræeus , 
and on my left, Corinth 7. Theſe cities, once ſo | 
flouriſhing and magnificent, now preſented no- 
thing to my view but a ſad ſpectacle of deſolation. 
„% Alas, (J faidyto myſelf) ſhall ſuch a ſhort- 
lived creature as man complain, when one of 
< his ſpecies falls either by the hand of vio- 
Hence, or by the common courſe of nature; 
« whilſt in this narrow compaſs ſo many great 
* and glorious cities, formed for a much longer 
* duration, thus lie extended in ruins? Remem- 
ber then, oh my heart! the general lot to 
* which man is born: and let that thought ſup- 
« preſs thy unreaſonable murmurs.” Believe 
me, I found my mind greatly refreſhed-and com- 
forted by theſe reflections. Let me adviſe you in 
the ſame manner to repreſent to yourſelf, what 


5 ZXgina, now > calle Engia, is an iſland fituated 3 in the 
gulf that runs between the Peloponneſus and Attica, to 
which it gives its name. Megara was a city near the iſth- 
mus of Corinth, 


5 A celebrated ſea-port at a ſmall diſtance ſrom Athens, 
now called Port-Lion, ' 


A city in the Peloponneſus. 


8 s 1 * 5 
numbers | 


10 
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A.U. 708. numbers of our illuſtrious countrymen have lately 


been cut off at once*, how much the ſtrength of 
the Roman republic is impaired, and what dread- 
ful devaſtation has gone forth throughout all its 
provinces! And can you, with the impreſſion of 
theſe greater calamities upon your mind, be ſo 
immoderately afflicted for the loſs of a ſingle in- 
dividual, a poor, little, tender woman ? who, if 
ſhe had nor died at this time, muſt in a few fleet- 
ing years more, have inevitably undergone that 
common fate to which ſhe was born“. 
Reaſonable however as theſe reflections are, I 
would call you from them awhile, in order to 


2 In the civil wars. 295 

8 One of the fineſt and moſt elegant of all writers, either 
antient or modern, has given us ſome reflections which aroſe 
in his mind in walking amongſt the repoſitories of the dead; 
which, as they are not altogether foreign to the ſubje& of 
this letter, the reader perhaps will indulge me in the pleaſure 
of producing, as a ſort of corollaries to the ſentiments of 
Sulpicius. When I look upon the tombs of the great, 
(ſays the incomparable Addiſon) - every emotion © _ 
dies within me; when I read the epitaphs of the beautiful, 
«« every inordinate deſire goes out; when I meet with the 
«« grief of parents upon a tomb-ſtone, my heart melts with 
** compaſſion ; when I ſee the tomb of the parents them- 
% ſelves, I conſider the vanity of grieving for thoſe whom 
% we muſt quickly follow: when | fee kings lying by thoſe 
« who depoſed them; when I conſider rival wits, placed 
$ fide by fide, or the holy men that divided the world with 
«© their conteſts and diſputes, I reflet with ſorrow and 
** aſtoniſhment on the little competitions, factions and de- 
«« bates of mankind. When I read the ſeveral dates of the 
«© tombs, of ſome that died yelterday, and ſome fix hundred 
«« years ago, I confider that po day when we ſhall all of 
us be contemporaries, and make our appearance toge - 
« ther.” Spe. Vol, 1. Numb. 26, 8 | 


t 
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lead your thoughts to others more peculiarly A. U. 708. 
ſuitable to your circumſtances and character. n 
Remember then, that your daughter lived as long 
as life was worth poſſeſſing, that is, till liberty 
was no more: that ſhe liyed to ſee you in the 
illuſtrious offices of prætor, conſul, and augur; 
to be married to ſome of the nobleſt youths in 
Rome ?; to be bleſſed with almoſt every valuable 
enjoyment; and at length to expire with the re- 
public itſelf. Tell me now, what is there in this 
view of her fate, that could give either her or 
yourſelf juſt reaſon to complain? In fine, do not 
forget that you are Cicero; the wiſe, the philoſo- 
phical Cicero, who were wont to give advice to 
others: nor reſemble thoſe unſkilful empirics, 
who at the ſame time that they pretend to be fur- 
niſhed with remedies for other men's diſorders, 
are altogether incapable of finding a cure for 
their own. On the contrary, apply to your pri- 
vate uſe, thoſe judicious precepts you have ad- 
miniſtered to the public. Time neceſſarily weak- 
ens the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of ſorrow : but it 
would be a reproach to your character not to an- 
ticipate this its certain effect, by the force of your 
pwn good ſenſe and judgment. If the dead retain 
any conſciouſneſs of what is here tranſacted, your 


9 To Piſo, Crafſipes, and Dolabella : of each of whom 
W 


oy * 
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A. U. bens: daughter's affection, J am ſure, was ſuch both to 


you and to all her relations, that ſhe can by no 
means defire you ſhould abandon yourſelf to this 
exceſs of grief. Reſtrain it then, I conjure you, 
for her ſake, and for the ſake of the reſt of your 
family and friends, who lament to ſee you thus 
afflicted. Reſtrain it too, I beſeech you, for the 
ſake of your country; that whenever the oppor- 
tunity ſhall ſerve, it may reap the benefit of your 
counſels and aſſiſtance. In ſhort, ſince ſuch is 
our fortune that we muſt neceſſarily ſubmit to the 
preſent ſyſtem of public affairs, ſuffer it not to 
be ſuſpected, that it is not ſo much the death of 
your daughter, as the fate of the republic, and 
the ſucceſs of our victors, that you deplore. 
But it would be ill manners to dwell any longer 


upon this ſubject, as I ſhould ſeem to queſtion . 


the efficacy of your own good ſenſe. I will only 
add therefore, that as we have often ſeen you 
bear proſperity in the nobleſt manner, and with 
the higheſt applauſe; ſhew us likewiſe that you 
are not too ſenſible of adverſity, but know how 
to ſupport it with the ſame advantage to your 


character. In a word, let it not be ſaid, that 


fortitude is the ſingle virtue to which my friend 
is a ſtranger | : 
1 Sulpicius has 2 together in this admired letter, 


whatever human philoſop — of force to compoſe the per- 
turbations of a mind 2 the diſquietude of ſevere af- 


As 


Book XI. Cue.“ . 13 
As for what concerns myſelf; I will ſend you . U. 508. 

an account of the ſtate of this province, ad 

of what is tranſacting in this part of the world, as 

ſoon as I ſhall hear that you are ſufficiently com- 

poſed to receive the information. Farewell. 


LETTER IV. 
To S ERV 1s SULPICIVUS, 


Join with you, my dear Sulpicius, in wiſh- 
ing that you had been in Rome when this 
moſt ſevere calamity befell me. I am ſenſible 
of the advantage I ſhould have received from 
your preſence, and I had almoſt faid your 

equal participation of my grief, by having found 
myſelf ſomewhat more compoſed after 1 had 
read your letter. It furniſhed me indeed with ar- 
guments extremely proper to ſooth the anguiſh 
of affliction; and evidently flowed from a heart 
that ſympathized with the ſorrows it endeavour- 
ed to aſſuage. But altho' I could not enjoy the 
benefit of your own good offices in perſon, I had 
the advantage however of yu ſon” s: who gave 


AiQtions. But it is evident, that all e of the fort 
here produced, tend rather to filence the clamours of forrow, 
than to ſoften and ſubdue its anguiſh. It is a much more 
exalted philoſophy indeed, that muſt ſupply the effectual 
remedies. for thia purpoſe : to which, no other but that of 


chriſtianity alone, will be found on "the trial to be” inc an | 
rational degree ſufficient, 


me 


14 


A. U. 08. me a proof by every tender aſſiſtance that could 


be contributed upon ſo melancholy an occaſion, 


how much he imagined that he was acting agree- 
ably to your ſentiments, when he thus diſcovered 
the affection of his own. More pleaſing inſtances 


| | of his friendſhip, I have frequently received ; 


but never any that were more obliging. As to 
thoſe for which I am indebted to yourſelf; it is 
not only the force of your reaſonings, and the 
very conſiderable ſhare you. take in my afflics 
tions, that have contributed to compoſe my 
mind ; it 1s the deference likewiſe which I al- 
ways pay to the authority of your ſentiments. 
For knowing, as I perfectly do, the ſuperior wiſ- 
dom with which you are enlightened, I ſhould be 
aſhamed not to ſupport my diſtreſſes in the man- 
ner you think I ought. I will acknowledge ne- 
vertheleſs, that they ſometimes almoſt intirely 
overcome me: and I am ſcarce able to reſiſt the 


force of my orief when I reflect, that I am deſti- 


tute of thoſe conſolations which attended others, 


whoſe examples I propoſe to my imitation. Thus 
Quintus Maximus * loſt a ſon of conſular rank; 
and diſtinguiſhed by many brave and illuſtri- 


* Quintus Fabius Maximus, ſo well known for his brave 
and judicious conduct in oppoſing the progrefs of Hannibal's 
arms in [taly, was five times —— to the conſular of- 
fice : the laſt of which was in the year of Rome 545. At 
the expiratioy of his fourth conſulate, he was ſucceeded in 
that office by his fon Marcus Fabius, who likewiſe diſtin- 
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ous actions; Lucius Paulus * was deprived of A. U. 708. 


two ſons in the ſpace of a ſingle week , and your 


relation Gallus “, together with Marcus Cato , 
had both of them the unhappineſs. to ſurvive 
their reſpective ſons, who were endowed with 


duiſhed himſelf by his military atchievements. It does not 
appear when, or by what accident Marcus died: but his il- 
2 father was ſo much maſter of his grief upon that oc- 
caſion, as to pronounce a funeral eulogy in honour of his ſon, 
before a general aſſembly of the people. Liv. xxiv. 43. Plat. 
in vit. Fab. . 

2 A very few days before Paulus Amilius made his public 
entry into Rome in the year 585, on occaſion of his victory 
over Perſeus, he had the misfortune to loſe one of his ſons : 
and this calamity was ſucceeded by another of the ſame 
kind _ befell him about as many days after his triumph. 
Liv. xlv. 41. | 

3 — conjectures, that the perſon here mentioned, 
is Caius Sulpicius Gallus, who was conſul in the year 586. 

The cenſor, His ſon was prætor in the year of Rome 
638, and died whilſt he was in the adminittration of that 

ce, I cannot forbear tranſcribing upon this octaſion a 
noble paſſage from Cicero's treatiſe concerning old age, as l 
find it extremely well tranſlated to my hand by a late inge- 
nious writer (Mr. Hughes, if I miſtake not) in the Spectator. 
Our author repreſents Cato as breaking out into the follow- 
ing rapture at the thoughts of his approaching diſſolution: 
2 happy day, (fays this amiable moraliſt) when I ſhalt 
«« eſcape from this crowd, this heap of pollution, and be ad- 
« mitted to that divine aſſembly of exalted ſpirits! when 
«© I ſhall go—to my Cato, my ſon; than whom a better 
«© man was never borg,; and whoſe funeral rites I myſelf 
«« performed, whereas he ought rather to have attended 
«« mine. Yet has not his ſoul deſerted me, but ſeeming to 
% caſt a look on me, is gone before to thoſe habitations to 
«© which it was ſenſible I ſhould follow him. And tho' I 
«« might appear to have borne my loſs with courage; I was 
„ not unafeRted with it: but I comforted myſelf in the aſ- 
0 ſurance that it would not be long before we ſhould meet 
« again, and be divorced no more.” Pigh. Annal. ii. 

Plat. in vit. Caton. Cic. de Sene. 23. Spec. Vol. 7. 

amb. 537. 
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Yet theſe un- 
fortunate parents lived in times when the hohours 
they derived from the republic, might in ſome. 
meaſure alleviate the weight of their, domeſtic 
misfortunes. But as for myſelf, after having 
been ſtripped of thoſe dignities you mention, and 
which I had acquired by the moſt laborious exer- 

tion of my abilities, I had one only conſolation 


remaining: and of that I am now bereaved.! I 


could no longer divert the diſquietude of my. 
thoughts, by employing myſelf in the cauſes of 


my friends, or the buſineſs of the ſtate: for I 


could no longer with any ſatisfaction appear either 
in the forum, or the ſenate.” In ſhort, I juſtly 
conſidered myſelf as cut off from the benefit of 
all thoſe alleviating occupations in-which fortune 
and induſtry had qualified me to engage. But I 
conſidered too, that this was @deprivativn which 
I ſuffered in common with yourſelf and ſome. 
others: and whilſt J was endeavouring to recon- 
cile my mind to a patient indurance of thoſe ills; 
there was one to whoſe tender offices I could 
have recourſe, and in the ſweetneſs of whoſe con- 
verſation I could diſcharge all-the cares and an 
xiety of my heart. But this laſt fatal ſtab to my 
peace, has torn open thoſe wounds which ſeem- 
ed in ſome meaſure to have been tolerably heat- 
ed. For can now no longer loſe my private 
forrows 1 in the proſperity of the commonwealth, 


» as 
- 
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as I was wont to diſpel the uneaſineſs I ſuffered 4 0.708. 


upon the public account, in the happineſs I re- 
ceived at horhe. - Accordingly 1 have equally 
baniſhed myſelf from my houſe 5, and from the 
public; as finding no relief in either, from the ca- 
lamities I lament in both. It is this, therefore, 
that heightens my deſire of ſeeing you here; 
as nothing can afford me a more effectual conſo- 
lation than the rene wal of out friendly intercourſe 
a happineſs which 1 hope, and am informęd in- 
deed, that I ſhall ſhortly enjoy. Among the 
many reaſons L have for impaticacly wiſhing your 
arrival,. one is, that we may previouſly concert 
together our ſcheme of conduct in the preſent con- 
juncture ; which, however, muſt now be intirely 
accommodated to another's will. This perſon *; 
tis true, is a man of great abilities and genero- 
ſity; and one, if 1 miſtake not, who is by no 
means my enemy; as I am ſure he is extremely 
your friend. Nevertheleſs it requires much 
conſideration, I do not ſay in what manner we 
ſhall act with reſpect to public affairs, but by 
what methods we may beſt obtain his permiſſion | 
to retire from them, Farewell. 

- 5 Cicero upon the death of his daughter, retired from his 
own houſe, to one belonging to Atticus near Rome : from 


which, perhaps, this — was written. 
a Cz 
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LETTER V. 
To Lucius Lucczivss. 


LL the letters I have received from you 
upon the ſubject of my late misfortune, 
were extremely acceptable to me, as inſtances of 
the higheſt affection and good ſenſe. But the 
great advantage I have derived from them, prin- 
cipally reſults from that animating contempt 
with which you look down upon human af- 
fairs, and that exemplary fortitude which arms 
you againſt all the various aſſaults of fortune. 


I efteem it the moſt glorious privilege of 


philoſophy, to be thus ſuperior to external acci- 
dents, and' to depend for happineſs on ourſelves 
alone: a ſentiment, which,” altho* it was too 
deeply planted in my heart to be totally eradi- 
cated, has been ſomewhat weakened, I confeſs, 


by the violence of thoſe repeated ſtorms to which 


I have been lately expoſed. But you have en- 


deavoured, and with great ſucceſs indeed, to re- 


ſtore it to all its uſual ſtrength and vigour. I can- 
not therefore either too often, or too ſtrong- 


ly affure you, that nothing could give me an 


6 The ſame to whom the 20th letter of the firſt book is . 
written. See an account of him in rem. 1. on that epiſtle. 
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ful as the various arguments of conſolation are 
which you have collected for my uſe, and ele- 
gantly as you have enforced them; I muſt ac- 
knowledge, that nothing proved more effectual 
than that firmneſs of mind which I remarked in 
your letters, and which I ſhould eſteem as the 
utmoſt reproach not to imitate. But if I ifnitate, 
I muſt neceſſarily excel my guide and inſtructor 
in this leſſon of fortitude : for 1 am altogether 
unſupported by the ſame hopes which I find you 
entertain, that public affairs will improve. Thoſe 
illuſtrations indeed which you draw from the gla- 
diatorial combats 7, together with the whole ten- 
dency of your reaſoning in general, all concur in 
forbidding me to deſpair of the commonwealth. 
It would be nothing extraordinary therefore if 
you ſhould be more compoſed than myſelf, 
whilſt you are in poſſeſſion of theſe pleaſing 
hopes: the only wonder is, how you can poſſibly 
entertain any. For ſay, my friend, what is there 
of our conſtitution that is not utterly ſubverred ? 
Look round the republic and tell me, (you who 


7 Manutius ſuppoſes, with great probability, that Lucce- 
ius in the letter x. which this 2 — had endeavoured' 
to perſuade Cicero not to deſpair of better times, by remind- 
ing him of what ſometimes happened at the gladiarorizt 
ſhews : where it was not unuſual to fee 'a combatant that 
ſeemed almoſt intirely vanquiſhed, unexpectedly recover 
his ground, and gain the day from his antagoniſt.  * 


C 2 ſo 


* 


higher ſatisfaction than your letter. But power- A. U os. 
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A. U. 708. ſo well underſtand the nature of our government) 


what part of it remains unbroken, or unim- 
-paired ? Moſt unqueſtionably there is not one; 
as I would prove in detail, if I imagined my 
own diſcernment was ſuperior to yours, or were 
capable (notwithſtanding all your powerful ad- 
- monitions and precepts) to dwell upon ſo melan- 
choly a ſubject without being extremely affected. 
But I will bear my domeſtic misfortunes in the 
manner you aſſure me that I ought : and as to 
thoſe of the public, I ſhall ſupport them, per- 
haps, with greater equanimity than even my 
friend. For (to. repeat it again) you. are not, it 
| ſeems, without ſome fort of hopes; whereas for 
myſelf, I have abſolutely none: and ſhall there- 
fore, in purſuance of your advice, preferye my 
ſpirits even in the midſt of deſpair. The pleaſ- 
ing recollection of thoſe actions you recall to my 
remembrance, and which indeed I performed 
chiefly by your encouragement and recommenda- 
tion, will greatly contribute to this end. To ſay 
the truth, I have done every thing for the ſervice 
of my country that I ought, and-more than could 
have been expected from the courage and coun- 
ſels of any man. You will pardon me, I hope, 
for ſpeaking in this advantageous manner of my 
own conduct: but as you adviſe me to alleviate 


"y preſent uneaſineſs by a retroſpect on my paſt 
actions; 


f 
— 
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actions; I will confell, that in thus commemo- A. U. os. 


rating them, I find great conſolation. 
I ſhall punctually obſerve your admonitions, 
by calling off my mind as much as poſſible from 
every thing that may diſturb its peace, and fixing. 
it on thoſe ſpeculations which are at once an 
ornament to proſperity, and the ſupport of ad- 
verſity, For this purpoſe I ſhall endeavour to 
ſpend as much of my- time with you, as our 
health and years will mutually permit : and if we 
cannot meet ſo often as I am ſure we both wiſh, 
we ſhall always at leaſt ſeem preſent to each other 
by a ſympathy of hearts, and an union in the 
ame philoſophical contemplations. Farewell. 


LETTER VI. 
Eises to CieERO. 


1 Shall rejoice to hear 0 you are well. As to 
Pits own health, it is much as uſual; or ra- 
ther, I think, ſomewhat worſe. 
1 tw frequently called at your door; ind am 
much ſurprized to find, that you have not been 
in Rome ſince Cæſar left it. What is it that 
ſo ſtrongly draws you from hence? If any of 
your uſual engagements of the literary kind, 
renders you thus enamoured of ſolitude, I am fo 
C 3 far 


A. U. 708. far from condemning your retirement, that I think 
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* 
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of it with pleaſure. There is no ſort of liſe in- 
decd that can be more agreeable, not only in 
times ſo diſturbed as the preſent, but even in 
thoſe of the moſt deſirable calm and ſerenity: 
eſpecially to a mind like yours, which may have 
occaſion for repoſe from its public labours, and 
which is always capable of producing ſomething 
that will afford both pleaſure to others and honour 
to yourſelf. But if you have withdrawn from 
the world in order to give a free vent to thoſe 


tears which you ſo immoderately indulged when 


you were here; I ſhall lament indeed your grief; 
but (if you will allow me to ſpeak the truth) 
I never can excuſe it. For tell me, my friend, 


is it poſſible that a man of your uncom- 
mon diſcernment ſhould not perceive, what is 


obvious to all mankind ? Is it poſſible you can 
be ignorant that your perpetual complaints can 


profit nothing, and only ſerve to increaſe thoſe 


diſquictudes which your good ſenſe requires you 
to ſubdue? But if arguments cannot prevail, 
intreaties perhaps may, Let me conjure you 
then by all the regard you bear me, to diſpel 
this gloom that hangs upon your heart; to re- 
turn to that ſociety. and to thoſe. occupations 
which were either common to us both, or pecu- 


Har to yourſelf, But though I would tain diſſuade 


* 


you 


Book XI. or CICERO. 23 


you from continuing your preſent way of life, A. U. 708. 
yet þ would by no means ſuffer my zeal to be 
troubleſome. In the difficulty therefore of ſteer- 
ing between theſe two inclinations, I will only 
add my requeſt, that you would either comply 
with my advice, or excuſe me for FR 
Farewell. W 85 1 ö 


L E T TER" V. 
- To. Lucivs Ate 4 | 


1 part of your laſt letter glowed with 
that warmtk of friendſhip, which, tho” it 
was by no means new to me, I could not but ob- - 
ſerve with peculiar ſatisfaction; I would ſay 
pleaſure, if that were not a word to which Fhave 
now for ever bidden adieu. Not merely, however, 
for the cauſe you ſuſpect, and for which, under 
the gentleſt and moſt affectionate terms, you in 
fact very ſeverely reproach me; but becauſe all 
that ought in reaſon to aſſuage the anguiſh of ſo 
deep a wound, is abſolutely no more. For whi- 
ther ſhall I fly for conſolation ? Is it to the boſom 
of my friends? But tell me (for we have gene- 
rally ſhared the ſame: common amities together) 
how few of that number are remaining? how few 
that have not periſhed by the ſword, or that are 
not become ſtrangely inſenſible? Tou will 
C 4 ſay, 
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A. U. 768: ſay, perhaps, that I might ſeek. my relief in 


your ſociety: and there indeed I would willingly 
ſeek-it. > The ſame habitudes and ſtudies; a long 
intercourſe of friendſhip—in ſhort, is there any 
ſort of bond, any ſingle circumſtance of connec«. 
tion wanting to unite us together? Why then 
are we ſuch ſtrangers to each other? For my 
own part, I know not: but this Lk now, that we 
have hitherto ſeldom met, I do not ſay in Rome, 
where the Forum uſually brings every body to- 
gether *, but when we were near neighbours at 
Tuſculum and Puteole. © 
I know not by what ill fate it has happened, 
that at an age, when I might expect to flouriſh 
in the greateſt credit and dignity, I ſhould find 
myſelf in ſo wretched a ſituation as to be 4- 
ſhamed that I am ſtill in being. Deſpoiled in- 
deed of every honour and every comfort that 
adorned my public life, or ſmoothed my private 3 
what is it that can now afford me any refuge ? 
My books, I jmagine, you will tell me: and 
to theſe indeed I very aſſiduouſſy apply. For to 
what elſe can I poſſibly have recourſe? Vet even 
theſe ſeem to exclude me from that peaceful port 
2 The Forum was a place of general reſort for the whole 
City. It was here that the lawyers pleaded their cauſes, that 
the poets recited their works, and that funeral orations were 
. in honour of the dead. It was here, in ſhort, every 


was going forward, that could engage the active, or 
amuſe the idle. Vid. Her. lib. 1. ſat. 4. 74. ſat. 6. 42. 
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which I fain would reach, and feproach me; 46 114. U. os. 
were, for prolonging that life which only increaſes 
my ſorrows with my years. Can you wonder 
then that 1 abſent myſelf from Rome, where | 
there is nothing under my own. roof to afford me 
any ſatisfaction, and where I abhor both-pyblic.. 
men and public meaſures, both the forum and 
the ſenate ? For this reaſon it is that I wear away 
my daysin a total application to literdry purſuits: 
not indeed as entertaining ſo vain a hope, that I 
may find in them a complete cure for my niisfor- 
tunes, bur in order to obtain at leaſt ſome: little | 
reſpite from their bitter remembrance, | | 
Tf thoſe dangers with which we were daily 
menaced, had not formerly prevented both you 
and myſelf from reflecting with that coolneſs we 
ought, we ſhould never have been thus ſeparated. 
Had that proved to have been the caſe, we ſhould 
both of us have ſpared ourſelves much uneaſi- 
neſs: as 1 ſhould nat have indulged ſo many 
groundleſs fears for your health, nor you for the 
conſequences of my grief. Let us repair then 
this unlucky miſtake as well as we may: and as 
nothing can be more ſuitable to both of us, than 
the company of each other, I purpoſe to be with 
you in a ew _ F arewell. | 


LET. 
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ke | * To MAR us MakczlL us. 

9 A. U. 708. Otwithſtanding that I have nothing new to 


communicate to you, and am in expecta- 
tion of a letter from you very ſhortly, or rather 
indeed of ſeeing yau in perſon; yet I would nat 
ſuffer Theophilus to go away, without ſending 
you a line or two. by his hands. Let me intreat 
you then to return amongſt us v, as ſoon as poſ- 
| ſible: and be aſſured you are impatiently ex- 
pected, not anly by myſelf and the reſt of your 
friends, but by all Rome in general, I am ſome- 
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if, times however inclincd to fear, that you will not 
We be extremely forward to haſten your journey :, and 
li 


indeed if you were poſſeſſed of no other ſenſe but 
that of ſeeing, I could eaſily excuſe you if there 
0 0 are ſome perſons whom you would chuſe to avoid. 
| But as the difference is very inconſiderable be- 
tween hearing and being a ſpectator of what one 
diſapproves; and as I am perſuaded it is of great 
conſequence, both in reſpect to your private 
affairs, as well as upon every other conſideration, 
that you ſhould expedite your return; I thought 
it incumbent upon me to tell you ſo. And now 


= — 
2 


9 See let. 19. vol. u. p. 343. HF 
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having acquainted you with my ſentiments, the A. U. 708. 
reſt muſt be left to your own determination: but YO 
I ſhould be glad to know, however, when we 

may expect you... Farewell, 


Ness 
wann TI Eo. 


Elieve me, my dear Tiro, I am greatly 
anxious for your health: however if you 
perſevere in the ſame cautious regimen which you 
have hitherto obſerved, you will ſoon, I truſt, 
be well, As to my library; I beg you would 
put the books in order, and take a catalogue of 
them, when your phyſician ſhall give you his con- 
ſent: for it- is by his directions you muſt now be 
governed, With reſpect to the gardener; I leave 
you to adjuſt; matters as you ſhall judge proper. 
I think you might come to Rome on the firſt 
of next month, in order to ſee the gladiatorial 
combats, and return the following day: but let 
this be entirely as is moſt agreeable to your own 
inclinations. In the mean time, if you have any 


affection for me, take care of your health. Fare- 
well. 6 | 


LET: 
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SERvivs SuLPpicivs to Cictro. ' 


HE news I am going to acquaint you with, 
will, I am ſure, prove extremely unwel- 
come: yet as you cannot but in ſome meaſure be 
prepared for it, by being ſenſible that every. 
man's life is ſubject to caſualties, as well as to 
the general laws of nature, I thought proper to 
ſend you a circumſtantial account of the unhappy 
accident that has lately happened. 
I arrived at Piræeus, from Epidaurus*, on 
the 23d inſtant : where I continued all that day 
merely to enjoy the company of my collegue 
Marcellus. The next day I took my leave of 
him, with an intention of going from Athens into. 
Bceotia , in order to finiſh the remainder of my 
circuit : and J left him in the reſolution, as he 
told me, of failing to Italy by the way of Malea i. 
A city in the Peloponneſus, now called Pigrada, fituat- 
ed vpon the bay of Engia. | 
It has already been noted, that Marcellus and Sulpi- 


cius were collegues in the conſular office,” A. U. y02. 
A diſtrict of Greece, under the juriſdiction of Sulpicius 
ernor of that province. 85 
4+ The Roman governors were obliged to viſit the princi- 
pal cities of their province, in order to adminiſter juſtice, 
and ſettle other affairs relating to their function. | 
A promontory in the ſouth-eaſt point of the Pelopon. 
nefus, now called cape Malis. 
| The 
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about four in the morning, and informed me 
Marcellus had been ſtabbed the night before by 
Magius Cilo, whilſt they were ſitting together 
after ſupper *; that he had received two wounds 
from a dagger, one of which was in his breaſt, 
and the other under his ear; but that neither of 
them, he hoped, was mortal. He added, that 


Magius after having committed this barbarous 


action, immediately killed himſelf; and that 
Marcellus had diſpatched him in order to giye 
me this account, and likewiſe to deſire that I 
would direct my phyſicians ? to attend him. This 
I inſtantly did: and followed them myſelf as 
ſoon as it was light, But when. I had almoſt 
reached Piræeus, I met a ſervant of Acidanus 
with a note to acquaint me, that our friend ex- 
pired a little before day-break. Thus did the 
noble Marcellus unworthily fall by the hand of a 
villainous aſſaſſin: and he whoſe life his very ene- 


6 The reaſon which induced Cilo to unde his friend, is 
t certainly known, It was nagar Agr at Rome, 
that it was at the ſecret inſtigation of Cæfar: but the cir- 


cumſtance of Cilo immediately afterwards killing himſelf, 
renders that ſaſpicion altogether improbable, and ſeems to 
determine the motive to ſome perſonal, and perhaps ſudden 
reſentment. Vid. ad Ait. xiii. io. 15 

7 The antient phyſicians practiſed furgery as well as me- 
dicine. | Apes wi 
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The day following, as I was preparing to ſet out A U. 208. 
from Athens, his friend Poſthumius came to me 3 
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A.U.708. mies had ſpared in teverence to bis illuſtrious 
A.U.708. 


virtues, met with an executioner at laſt in his 
own friend! However, I proceeded to his pavilion: 


where I found only two of his freedmen and a 


few ſlaves; the reſt, I was told, having fled in 


- apprehenſion of the conſequences in which they 


might be involved by this murder of their 
maſter*, I was obliged to place the body of 
Marcellus in the ſame ſedan that brought me, 
and to make my chair-men carry it into Athens: 
where I paid him all the funeral honours that city 
could ſupply : which indeed were not inconfide- 
rable. But I could not prevail with the Atheni- 
ans to ſuffer him to be buried within their walls: 
a privilege, they affured me, which theit religious 
ordinances would by no means admit. They 


granted me, however, what was the next honour, 


and which they had never permitted to any ſtran- 
ger before: they allowed me to depoſite his aſhes 
in any of the Gymnaſia I ſhould think proper. 
Accordingly I fixed upon a ſpot belonging to the 
Academy“; one of the nobleſt colleges in the 


s Manutius remarks, that by the Roman law, where a 
man was murdered in his own houſe, his ſlaves were puniſh- 
able with death. Vid. Tacit. Annal. xiv. 42. 

9 «© This celebrated place took its name from one Ecade- 
«© mus, an antient hero, who poſſeſſed it in the time of the 
„ Tyndaridz. But famous as it was, it was purchaſed after- 
« wards for about 100l. and dedicated to the public for the 
« convenience of walks and exerciſes for the citizens of 


whole 
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whole world. In this place I cauſed a funeral A. U. 708. 


pile to be erected: and afterwards perſuaded the 
Athenians to raiſe a marble monument to his me- 
mory, at the public expence. - Thus have I paid 


— 


to my relation and collegue, both during his life 


and after his death, every friendly office he had a 
right to expect from me. Farewell. | 


Athens, May 3 1 G 
LETTER XL 
To Tizo.. |. 


' Impatiently expect a letter from you upon 
affairs of many and various kinds: but it is 
with much greater impatience however that I ex- 
pect yourſelf. In the mean time, endeavour to 
gain Demetrius over to my intereſt, and to ob- 
tain whatever other advantage you ſhall be able. 
I know your care. is. nat wanting to recover. the 
money which is owing to me from Aufidius : but 
I beg you would be as expeditious in that matter 


as poſſible. If it is upon that account you delay. 


your return; J admit it to be a good reaſon + if 


not; fly hither, I charge you, with the utmoſt 


« Athens, and was gradually improved by the rich, who 
* had received benefit or pleaſure from it, with plantations 
«« of groves, ſtately porticos, and commodious apartments, 
« for the profeſſors of the academic ſchool,” Middleton's 
life of Cic. iii. 325. 


ſpeed. 


3 Tur LETTERS Boos Xt, 


82 To repeat it once more: I expect a let- 
ter re you with great 1 n. Farewell. 


* . 
. 


LETTER XII. 


— — Crexre, 


| I. you have not renounced your uſual cuſtom 
of defending the cauſe of your ftlends, an old 
client of yours defires to engage you as his advo- 
cate: and as you formerly protected him in his 
humiliation *, I dare ay, you will not now aban- 
don him in his glory. Whoſe aid indeed can I ſo 
properly iwolke upon the occaſion of my victories, 
as that genetous friend's, who firſt taught me 
how to vanquiſh *? Can I dgubt, that he who 
had the courage to withitand a combination of 


* 4 ö : 


. 2 dave ad had occaſion to give an account * 
the character of 2 in rem. 5 51 160. vol. 1. He 
was at this time, by the appointment of Cæſar, governor of 
Ulyricum : which com rehended part of Auſtria, Hungary, 
Sclavonia, Boſnia'and Dalmatia. He was ſent thither with 
a conſiderable army, to reduce the people of that province to 
obedience ; and having o obtained ſome ſucceſs, he wrote the 

eſent letter to Cicero, in order to engage him to ſupport 

is pretenſions to the honour of a public thankſgivin g· Pigb. 
Aan li. 454. 

2 When Cicero, much to his diſhonour, defended Va- 
tinius * the impeachment of Licinius Calvus. See 
vol. i. p. 
3A . to his having, by the aſſiſtance of Citero's elo- 

uence, vanquiſhed his a ve aries in the proſecution. men- 

ioned in the n note. 2 
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the moſt powerful men in Rome, who had con- A. U. 0h 


ſpired my ruin; will not be able to beat down 
the envious and malignant efforts of a little con- 
temptible party, that may endeavour to oppoſe 
my honours ? If I ſtill then retain the ſhare ! once 
enjoyed of your friendſhip, take me, I intreat 
you, wholly under your protection, as one whoſe 
dignities it is incumbent upon you both to ſupport 
and advance. You are ſenſible that I have many 
enemies; whoſe malevolence I have in no fort de- 
ſerved: but what avails innocence againſt fo un- 
accountable a fate? If theſe therefore ſhould any 
of them attempt to obſtruct the honours I am 
ſollicitings I conjure you to exert your generous 
offices, as uſual, in defence of your abſent friend; 
In the mean time, you will find at the bottom of 
this letter a copy of the diſpatches I ſend by this 
expreſs to the ſenate; concerning the ſucceſs of 
my arms: | 

Being informed that the ſlave whom you em- 
ploy as yout reader, had eloped from you into 
the country of the Vardæi i, I have cauſed dili- 
gent ſearch to be made after him; altho I did 
not receive your commands for that purpoſe; 
I doubt not of recovering him, unleſs he ſhould 
take refuge in Dalmatia; and even in that caſe; 

f + gong e to Dalwatia. 


tia made part of the province of Myricum: but it 
was not at this time entirely ſubdued to the Roman govern- 
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A. U. 708 1 do not entirely deſpair. Farewell, and con- 


. 


tinue to love me. 
From the camp at Naronaꝰ, fads: the 11th, 


LETTER XIII. 
To TIRO. 


F OU are not miſtaken in ſuppoſing me de- 
ſirous of your company: but indeed I am 
extremely apprehenſive of your venturing upon 
ſo long a journey. The abſtinence you have 
been obliged to obſerve, the evacuations you have 
undergone, together with the violence of your 
diſtember itſelf, have too much impaired your 


ſtrength for ſo great a fatigue: and any negli- 


gence after diſorders ſo ſevere as yours, is gene- 
rally attended with conſequences of the moſt 
dangerous kind. You cannot reach Cuma in leſs 
than two days: and it will coſt you five more to 
complete your expedition, But I purpoſe to be 
with you at Formiæ towards the end of this 
month: and I hope, my dear Tiro, it will not 
be your fault if 1 ſhould not have the ſatisfaction 
of finding you perfectly recoveted. | 

My ſtudies languiſh for want of your aſſiſt- 
ance : however, the letter you ſent by Acaftus 

6s Tn Liburnia, now, call Croatia, and erer 


part of Vatinius's government. 


wo 


Boox KI; ox CICEKNO, 


has ſomewhat enlivened them. Pompeius is now . U. 708. | 


here, and preſſes me much to read ſome of my 
compoſitions : but I jocoſely; tho? at the ſame 
time truly aſſure him, that all my muſes are ſi- 
lent in your abſence. I hope therefore you will 
prepare to attend them with your uſual good of: 
fices. You may depend upon mine in the article 
and at the time I promiſed; for as 1 taught you 
the etymology of the word fides, be aſſured I ſhall 
act up to its full import. Take care, I charge 
you, to re-eſtabliſh your health: mine is perfectly 
well. Adleu. 


To VARAIG. 

7” importune the execution of a promiſe 1s 
a ſort of ill-manners, of which the popu- 
lace themſelves, unleſs they are particularly in- 

ſtigated for that purpoſe, are ſeldom guilty ?. 
cannot, however, forbeat, I will not fay to de- 
mand, bur to remind you of a favour, which you 
long ſince gave me reaſon to expect. To this end; 
7 This alludes to thoſe promiſes. of public ſhews which 
were frequently made to the people, by the magiſtrates and 
others, who affected popularity: ſome particular inſtances 


of which have been occaſionally produced in the courſe of 
the preceding remarks. 


D 2 t 


| 


36 Tus LETTERS Book XI. 
A. U. 708. I have ſent you four admonitors * : but admo- 
OR nitors, perhaps, whom you will not look upon 

as extremely modeſt. They are certain philoſo- 
phers, whom I have choſen from among the dif- 
ciples of the later Academy 9: and confidence, 
you know, is the characteriſtic of this ſect . I 
am apprehenſive therefore that you may conſider 
them as ſo many importunate duns, when my 
meaning only is, that they ſhould preſent them- 
ſelves before you as modeſt petitioners. But to 
drop my metaphor; I have long denied myſelf 
the ſatisfaction of addreſſing to you ſome of my 
works, in expectation of receiving a compliment 
of the ſame kind from yourſelf. I waited there- 
fore in order to make you a return as nearly as 
poſſible of the ſame nature. But as I am willing 
to impute your delaying this favour, to the de- 
ſire of rendering it ſo much the more perfect; I 
could no longer refrain from telling the world, 


8 Theſe were dialogues entitled Academica: which appear 
from hence to have originally conſiſted of four books, tho? 
there is only part of one now remaining. 
| 9 The followers of the Academic ravaged. were divided 
111" 08 into two ſects; called the oi and the zew. The founder of 
— 144 the former was Plato; of the latter Arceſilas. The 2 
. pal diſpute between them ſeems to have related to the de- 

ree of evidence upon which human knowledge is founded; 
the earlier Academics maintaining that ſome propoſitions 
were certain; the latter, that none were more than probable. 
Vid. Academ. 1. paſfim. r Fs 2 

: Alluding to their practice of queſtioning all opinions, 
and aſſenting to none. ; 
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in the beſt manner I was able, that we are united A. U. 08. 
both in our affections and in our ſtudies. With EE 
this view, I have drawn up a dialogue which! 
ſuppoſe to have paſſed between you and myſelf 
in conjunction with Atticus: and have laid the 
ſcene in your Cuman villa. The part I have aſ- 
ſigned to you, is to defend, (what if I miſtake not 
you approve) the ſentiments of. Antiochus * : as 
I have choſen myſelf to maintain the principles 
of Philo . You will wonder to find, perhaps, 
in the peruſal of this piece, that I have repreſent- 
ed a converſation, which in truth we never had: 
but you muſt remember the privilege which dia- 
logue writers have always aſſumed. 
And now, my dear Varro, let me hope that we 
ſhall hereafter enjoy together many of theſe phi 
loſophical converſations. If we have too long 
neglected them; the public occupations in which 
we were engaged muſt be our apology : but the 
time is now arrived when, we have no ſuch ex- 


2 A philoſopher at Athens, whoſe lectures Varro had for- 
merly attended. He maintained the doQrines of the old 
Academy. Cic, Academ. 1. 3. | | 

3 A Greek philoſopher, who profeſſed the ſceptical prin- 
ciples of the ne Academy. Antiochus, mentioned in the 
preceding note, had been bred up under him, tho' he after- 
wards became a convert to the oppoſite ſea, Cicero took 
the ſceptical part in this dialogue, not as being agreeable to 
his own ſentiments, but in order to pay Varro the greater 
compliment of maintaining the more rational opinion, Aca- 

f aum, ubi ſup, ad At. xiii. 19. | | 
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A: U. yo8. cuſe to plead. May we then exerciſe theſe ſpe - 


culations together, under a flxed and peaceable 
government at leaſt, if not under one of the moſt 
eligible kind! Tho' indeed if that were to 
prove the caſe, far other employments would en- 
gage our honourable labours. But as affairs are 
at preſent ſituated, hat is there elſe that can ren- 
der life deſirable ? For my own part; it is with 
difficulty I endure it, even with all the advan- 
tages of their powerful affiſtance : . but 'without 
them, it would be utterly 'infupportable. But 
we ſhall talk farther and frequently upon this 
ſubject, when we meet: in the mean time I give 
you joy of the new habitation you have pur: 
chaſed, and highly EOS = Þ — 
en | 


LETTER XV, 
To Tina, 


HY fhould you not direct your lettery 
to me with the familiar ſuperſeription 
which one friend generally uſes to another? How. 
ever, if you are unwilling ta hazard the envy 
which this privilege may draw upon you, be it 
as you think proper: tho? for my awn part, it is 


8 maxim which I have generally purſued with re- 


4 ſpect 
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ſ to myſelf, to treat envy with the utmoſt A. U. 708. 

3 OEMs 
I rejoice that you found ſo much benefit by 

your ſudorific : and ſhould the air of Tuſculum 

be attended with the ſame happy effect, how infi- 

nitely will it increaſe my fondneſs for that favou- 

rite ſcene! If you love me then, (and if you 

do not, you are-undoubtedly the moſt ſucceſsful 

of all diſſemblers) conſecrate your whole time to 

the care of your health: which hitherto indeed 

your aſſiduous attendance upon myſelf, has but 

too much prevented. You well know the rules 

which it is neceſſary you ſhould obſerve for this 

purpoſe ; and I need not tell you that your diet 

ſhould be light, and your exerciſes moderate; 

that you ſhould keep your body open, and your 

mind amuſed. Be it your care, in ſhort, to re- 

turn to me perfectly recovered: and I ſhall ever 

afterwards not only love you, but Tuſculum ſo 

much the more ardently. 
I wiſh you could prevail with your neighbour 

to take my garden: as it will be the moſt effec- 

tual means of vexing that raſcal Helico. This 

fellow, altho* he paid a thouſand ſefterces 5 

for the rent of a piece of cold barren ground, 

that had not ſo much as a wall or a ſhed upon it, 


5 About $1. of our money. 
D 4 Or 
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A. U. 708. or was ſupplied with a ſingle drop of water, has | 
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yet the aſſurance to laugh at the price I require 
for mine; notwithſtanding all the money I have 
laid out upon improvements. But let it be your 
buſineſs to ſpirit the man into our terms: as it 
ſhall be mine to make the ſame artful attack up- 
on Otho. | | 

Let me know what you have done with re- 
ſpect to the fountain: tho? poſſibly this wet ſea- 
ſon may now have overſupplied it with water. 
If the weather ſhould prove fair, I will ſend the 
dial, togerher with the books you deſire. But 
how happened it that you took none with you? 
Was it that you were employed in ſome poeti- 
cal compoſition upon the model of your admired 
Sophocles ? If ſo, I hope you will ſoon oblige 
the world with your performance. 

Ligurius, Cæſar's great favourite, is dead, 
He was a very worthy man, and much my 
friend. Let me know when I may expect you: 
in the mean time be careful of your health, 
Farewell. 


LE Ty 


LETTER. XVI 


To. QuinTus VALERIUs Orca?. 


1 Have the ſtrongeſt attachment to the citizens A. U. 708. 


of Volaterrz *, as a body of men, who hav- 

ing received great obligations from me, have 
abundantly returned them. Their good offices 
indeed have never been wanting in any ſeaſon of 
my life, whether of adverſity or proſperity. But 
were I intirely void of all perſonal connections 
with this community, I ſhould nevertheleſs mere- 
ly from my great affection towards yourſelf, and 
in return to that which I am ſenſible you equally 
bear for me, moſt earneſtly recommend them to 
your protection: eſpecially as they have in ſome 
ſort a more than common claim to your juſtice, 
For in the firſt place, the gods themſelves ſeem 
to have interpoſed in their behalf, when they fo 
wonderfully eſcaped from the perſecutions of 
He was prætor in the year of Rome 697, and at the ex- 
fron of his office obtained the government of Africa, 
Upon the breaking out of the civil war he took poſſeſſion of 
Sardinia in the name of Cæſar: by whom he was at this time 
appointed one of the commiſſioners for dividing thoſe eftates, 


with which he propoſed upon his return from Spain to re- 


ward the valour and fidelity of his ſoldiers. Pigh. Annal. ii. 
38 * 8 | 


4+ 
A city in Tuſcany. 


Sylla : 


42 
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A.U.708.1a*: and in the next, the whole body of the 
Roman people expreſſed the warmeſt concern 


for their intereſt, when I ſtood forth as their ad- 
vocate in my conſulſhip. For when the tri- 
bunes were endeavouring to carry a moſt iniqui- 
tous law for the diſtribution of the lands be- 
longing to this city; I found it extremely eaſy 


to perſuade the republic to favour the rights of a 


community, which fortune had ſo remarkably 
protected. And as Cæſar in the Agrarian law 
which he procured during his firſt conſulate ?, 
ſhewed his approbation of the ſervices I had thus 
performed for them, by expreſly exempting their 
lands from all future impoſitions; I cannot ſup- 
poſe that he who is perpetually diſplaying new 
inſtances of his generoſity, ſhquld intend to re- 
ſume thoſe which his former bounty has beſtowed. 
As you have followed then his party and his 
power, with ſo much honour to yourſelf: it ſhould 
ſeem agreeable to your uſual prudence, to follow 
him likewiſe in this inſtance of his generoſity ; or 
certainly at leaſt to leave this matter intirely to 
his own deciſion. One thing I am ſure you can 


* They held out a ſiege of two years againſt the troops af 
Sylla : who in vain endeavoured to compel them to ſubmit 


to his edict for the conſiſcation of their lands. Quartier, 


3 The law alluded to, ſeems to have been a branch of 


that propoſed by Rullus: an account of which has been 


given in theſe remarks. See rem. 13. p. 165. vol. I. 


by 


Book XI. OF CICERO. 


- by no means doubt; and that is, whether you A.U. = 


ſhould wiſh to fix ſo worthy and ſo illu- © 
ſtrious a corporation in your intereſt, who are di- 
ſtinguiſhed for their inviolable adherence to their 
friends. Thus far I have endeavoured to perſuade 
you to take theſe people under your protection, for 
your own fake ; but that you may not imagine I 
have no other plea to urge in their favour, I will 
now requeſt it alſo for mine. You cannot, in 
truth, confer upon me a more acceptable ſervice, 
than by proving yourſelf the friend and guardian 
of their intereſts. I recommend therefore to your 
juſtice and humanity the poſſeſſions of a city 
which have been hitherto preſerved by the pecu- 
liar providence of the gods, as well as by the 
particular favour of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſo- 
nages in the whole Roman commonwealth, If 
it were in my power as elfectually to ſerve thoſe 
who place themſelves under my patronage, as it 
once was; there is no good office I would not ex- 
ert, there is no oppoſition I would not encoun- 
ter, in order to aſſiſt the Volaterranians. But I 
flatter myſelf KY have ſtill the ſame intereſt with 
you, that 1 formerly enjoyed with the world in 
general. Let me intreat you” then by all the 
powerful ties of our. friendſhip, to give theſe 
Citizens Trop to eu upon it as a providential 
circumſtance, 


44 Tus LETTERS Book XI. 


A. U. yos. circumſtance that the perſon who is appointed to 

S—Y— execute this commiſſion, happens to be one with 
whom their conſtant patron has the * in- 
fluence. Farewell. 


LETT E R XVII. 
To LEYTA. 


1 Am glad that Macula has acted agreeably to 
the good offices I have a rizht to expect from 
him, by offering me the uſe of is houſe. I always 
thought the man's Falernian * was well enough 
for road-wine; and only doubted whether he had 
ſufficient room to receive my retinue: beſides, 
there 1s ſomething in the ſituation of his villa that 
does not diſpleaſe me. However I do not give 
up my deſign upon Petrinum 7, But it has too 
many charms to be uſed only as an occaſional 
lodging : its beauties deſerve a much longer ſtay. 
Balbus is confined with a very ſevere fit of the 
gout, and does not admit any viſitors ; ſo that I 
have not been able to ſee him ſince you left 
Rome, However I have talked with Oppius 
concerning your requeſt to be appointed one of 


6 This was a favourite wine among the Romans, which, 
took its name from Falernus, a little hill in Campania 2 
the grape was produced. 

A town in Campania, where Lepta had a villa, 


tho 


— 


* 
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the managers of Czſar's games. But in my A. U. 708. 
opinion it would be moſt adviſeable not to under- | 
take this trouble; as you will by no means find 
it ſubſervient to the point you have in view. For 
Cæſar is ſurrounded with ſuch a multitude of 
pretenders to his friendſhip, that he is more 
likely to leſſen, than increaſe, the number; eſpe- 
cially where a man has no higher ſervice to 
recommend him, than what ariſes from little 
offices of this kind : a circumſtance too, which 
Cæſar poſſibly may never be acquainted with. 
But if he ſhould, he*would look upon himſelf 
rather as having conferred, than received, a fa- 
vour, Nevertheleſs I will try if this affair can be 
managed in ſuch a manner, /as to give you any 
reaſonable hope that it will anſwer your purpoſe :- 
otherwiſe, I think, you ſhould be ſo far from de- 
firing the employment, that you ought by all 
means to avoid it. | - 

I believe I ſhall ſtay ſome time at Aſturaꝰ; as 
I purpoſe to wait there the arrival of Czſar , 
Farewell. 


8 Theſe were games which Cæſar purpoſed to exhibit in 
the ſeveral quarters of Rome upon his return from Spain, in 
5 of his victory over the ſons of Pompey. Suet. in vit. 

Hl, 

9 A town in the Campagna di Roma, ſituated near the ſea 
coaſt between Civita Vecchia and Monte Circello : where 
Cicero had a villa. It was about two years after the date of 
this letter, that Cicero was murdered near this villa by the 
order of Antony. 

„From Spain. 
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LETTER XVI 


To QuinTus VaLtrivs ORA“. 


A.U. 708. J Am not diſpleaſed to find, that the world is ap! 
1 priſed of the friendſhip which ſubſiſts between 


us. But it is not, you may well imagine, from 


any vain oftentation of this kind, that I interrupt 


you in the honourable diſcharge of that trouble- 


ſome and important commiſſion which Ceſar has 


entruſted to your care. On the contrary, not- 
withſtanding that the ſhare I enjoy in your affec- 
tion is ſo generally known, as to occaſion many ap- 
plications to me; yet I would not be tempted by 
any popular motives to break in upon you in the 
execution of your office. However I could not 
refuſe the ſollicitations of Curtius; as he is one 
with whom I have been intimately connected 
from his earlieſt youth. I took a very conſidera« 
ble part in the misfortunes he ſuffered from the 
unjuſt perſecution of Sylla: and when it ſeemed 
agreeable to the general ſenſe of the people, that 
my friend, together with the reſt of thoſe who 
in conjunction with himſelf had been deprived 
both of their fortunes and their country, ſhould 


See tem. . on let. 16. of this B. 


be 
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be reſtored at leaſt to the latter; I aſſiſted him A. U. 508. 
for that purpoſe to the utmoſt of my power. 
Upon his return he inveſted all that remained to 
him from this general wreck of his ſubſtance, in 
the purchaſe of an eſtate at Volaterræ: of which 

if he ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed, I know not how he 
will ſupport the ſenatorial rank to which Cæſar 
has lately advanced him. It would be an extreme 
hardſhip indeed if he ſhould fink in wealth, as 
he riſes in honours: and it ſeems altogether in- 
conſiſtent that he ſhould loſe his eſtate in conſe- 
quence of Czfar's general order for the diſtribu- 
tion of theſe lands in queſtion; at the ſame time 
that by his particular favour he has gained a ſeat 

in the ſenate. But I will not alledge all that I 
well might for the equity of my friend's cauſe ; 
leſt by enlarging on the juſtice, I ſhould ſeem 

to derogate from the favour of your compliance 
with my requeſt. I moſt earneſtly conjure you 
then to conſider this affair of Curtius as my own; 

to protect his intereſt as you would mine in the 
ſame circumſtances ; and to bè aſſured that-what- 
ever ſervices you ſhall thus confer upon my 
friend, I ſhall eſteem as a perſonal obligation 

to myſelf. Farewell. 


LE T- 
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7 y Fe 20 
To Fantvs GALLVs “. 


A. U. 708. I Nſtances of your friendſhip are perpetually 
EY meeting me wherever I turn: and 1 have lately, 
in particular, had occaſion to experience them in 
regard to my affair with Tigellius . I perceive 

by your letter, that it has occaſioned you much 
concern: and I am greatly obliged by this 

proof of your affection. But let me give you a 

ſhort hiſtory how the caſe ſtands. It was Cipius, 

I think, that formerly ſaid, © I am not aſlerp for 

« every man*: neither am I, my dear Gallus, fo 
meanly eomplaiſant as to be the humble ſervant 

of every minion. The truth of it is, I am the 
humble ſervant of none: and am fo far from be- 

ing under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to any ſervile 
compliances in-order to preſerve my friendſhip 
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2 This is the fame perſon to whom the 11th letter of the 
firſt book is addrefled. - 

3 Tigellius was an e debauchee, WO by his 
pleaſantry, his ſkill in muſic, his agreeable voice, together 
with his other ſoft and faſhionable qualifications; had ex- 
tremely ingratiated himſelf with Cedar. 

+ Cipius was a complaiſant. huſband, who upon ſome oc- 
caſions would affect to nod, whilſt his wife was awake and 
more agreeably employed. But a flave coming into the 
room when he was in one of theſe obliging ſlumbers, and at- 
tempting to carry off a fhaggon that ſtood upon the table, 
% Surah, ſays he, non omnibus dormio.” 


with 
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with Czſar's favourites; that there is not one of A. U. 208. 


them, except this Tigellius, who does not treat 
me with greater marks of reſpe& than I ever re- 
ceived even when I was thought to enjoy the 
higheſt popularity and power. But I think my- 
{elf extremely fortunate in being upon ill terms 
with a man who is more corrupted than his own 
native air 5, and whoſe character is notorious, I 
ſuppoſe, to the whole world by the poignant 
verſes of the ſatyric Calvus *. But to let you ſee 
upon what ſlight grounds he has taken offence; I 
had promiſed, you muſt know, to plead the 
cauſe of his grandfather Phameas: which I under- 
took, however, merely in friendſhip to the man 
himſelf. Accordingly. Phameas called upon me 
in order to tell me, that the judge had Gyed a 
day for his trial : which happened to be the very 
ſame on which I was obliged to attend as advo - 
cate for Sextius, I acquainted him therefore, 
that I could not poſſibly give him my aſſiſtance 
at the time he mentioned; but that if any other 


5 Tigellius was a native of Sardinia': an iſland noted for 
its noxious air. See rem. 8. p. 246. vol. ii. » 

Fate ſeems to have — that Tigellius ſhould not want 
a poet to deliver his character down to poſterity: for althoꝰ the 
verſes of Calvus are loſt, thoſe of Horace remain, in which 
Tigellius is delineated with all thoſe inimitable ſtrokes of ri- 
dicule which diſtinguiſh the maſterly hand of that polite ſa- 
tyriſt. Vid. Hor, ſatyr. lib; 1. fat. 2 & 3. 
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A. U. 708. had been appointed, I moſt aſſuredly would not 
have failed. Phameas nevertheleſs, in the con- 


ſcious pride, no doubt, of having a grandſon 
that could pipe and ſing to ſome purpoſe, left 


me with an air that ſeemed to ſpeak indignation. 


And now having thus ſtated my caſe, and ſhewn 
you the injuſtice of this ſongſter's complaints, 


may I not properly ſay with the old proverb, 


« So many Sardinians, ſo many rival rogues .“ 
I beg you would ſend me your Cato“, which I 
am extremely deſirous of reading. It is indeed 
ſome reflection upon us both, that I have not yet 
enjoyed that pleaſure. Farewell. 


The literal interpretation of this proverb is, you ba 
Sardinians to ſell, each a greater rogue than the ot ber; but a 
ſhorter turn has been adopted in the tranſlation, in order to 
bring it nearer to the conciſeneſs of the proverbial ſtile. This 
proverb took its rife (as Manutius obſerves) from the great 
number of Sardinian ſlaves with which the markets of Italy 
were overſtocked, upon the reduction of that iſland by Titus 
Sempronins Gracchus, in the year of Rome 512. 

8 The character of Cato was at this time the faſhionable 
topic of declamation at Rome: and every man that pretended 
to genius and eloquence, furniſhed the public with an invec- 
tive or egyric upon that illuſtrious Roman, as y or 
patriotiſm directed his pen. In this reſpect, as well as in alt 
others, Cato's reputation ſeems to have been attended with 
every advantage that any man who is ambitious of a good 
name can deſire: for the next honour to being applauded by 
the worthy, is to be abuſed by the worthleſs. | 


Boot XI. ox CICERO, 


WET TEK A. 
To CLruvivs®. 


N the viſit which, agreeably to our friend- A U. 708. 

ſhip and that great reſpe& with which you 
always treat me, I received from you upon your 
ſetting out for Gaul, we had ſome general diſ- 
courſe relating to thoſe eſtates in that province. 
which are held of the city of Atella *: and I then 
expreſſed how much I was concerned for the in- 
tereſt of that corporation. But in confidence of 
the ſingular affection you bear me, and in per- 
formance of a duty which it is incumbent upon 
me to diſcharge, I thought proper to write to 
you more fully upon this affair: as it is indeed 
of the laſt importance to a community with which 
I have'the ſtrongeſt connections. I am very ſen- 
ſible at the ſame time both of the occaſion and 
extent of your commiſſion z and that Cæſar has 
not entruſted you in the execution of it, with any 
diſcretionary power. I limit my requeſt there- 


2 Ple was one of the commiſſoners nominated by Cæſar 


for ſettling the diviſion of the lands for the men- 


tioned in note 9 on let. 16 of this B. The department aſ- 
ſigned to him was Ciſalpine Gaul. 


A city in Campania, fituated between Naples and Ca- 
pua: it is now Called Sante Arpino. 
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AU. zes fore by what I imagine is no leſs within the 3 


bounds of your authority, than I am perſuaded 
it is not beyond what you would be willing to do 
for my ſake. In the firſt ꝓlace then, I intreat you 
to believe, what is truly the fact, that the whole 
revenues of this corporation ariſe from theſe lands 
in queſtion: and that the heavy impoſitions with 
which they are at preſent burthened, have laid 
them under the greateſt difficulties. But altho' 
in this reſpect they may ſeem to be in no worſe 
condition than many other cities in Italy; yet be- 
lieve me, their caſe is unhappily diſtinguiſhed by 
ſeveral calamitous circumſtances peculiar to them- 
ſelves. I forbear however to enumerate them; 
leſt in lamenting the miſeries of my friends, I 
ſhould be thought to glance at thoſe perſons 
whom it is by no means my deſign to offend. 
Indeed if I had not conceived ſtrong hopes that I 
ſhall be able to prevail with Cæſar in favour of 
this city, there would be, no occaſion for my pre- 
ſent very earneſt application to you. But as I am 
well perſuaded that Cæſar will have regard 
to the dignity of this illuſtrious corporation; 
to the zeal which they bear for his intereſt , 
and above all, to the equity of their cauſe, I 
venture to intreat you to leave the deciſion of 


this affair entirely to his own determination *. a 


£ 8 was not yet returned ont ner Spain. 


if 
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If I could produce no precedent of your having AU. 708, 


already complied with a requeſt of this nature; 
it is a requeſt which I ſhould nevertheleſs have 
made: but I have ſo much the ſtronger hopes 
that you will not refuſe me in the preſent in- 
ſtance, as I am informed you have granted the 
ſame favour to the citizens of Regium . Tis true, 
you have ſome ſort of connection with that city. 
But in Juſtice to your affection towards me, I can- 
not but hope, that what you have yielded to your 
own clients, you will not deny to mine: eſpeci- 
ally as it is for theſe alone that I ſollicit you, not- 
withſtanding ſo many others of my friends are in 
the ſame ſituation. I dare ſay I need not aſſure 
you, that it is neither upon any ambitious mo- 
tives that I apply to you in their behalf, nor 
without having juſt reaſon to be their advocate. 
The fact is, I have great obligations to them: 
and there has been no ſeaſon of my life in which 
they have not given me ſignal proofs of their af- 
fection. As you are ſenſible therefore that the 
intereſt of this corporation with which I am ſo 
ſtrongly connected, is greatly concerned in the 
ſucceſs of my preſent requeſt; I conjure you by 
all the powerful ties of our mutual friendſhip, 
and by all the ſentiments of your humanity, to 


9 Now called Regio: a maritime city in Calabria. I 
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AU. 1 comply with theſe my interceſſions in their behalf. 


If after having obtained this favour I ſhould ſuc- 
ceed likewiſe (as I have reaſon to hope) in my 
application to Cæſar; I ſhall conſider all the ad- 
vantages of that ſucceſs as owing entirely to your- 
ſelf. Nor ſhall I be leſs obliged to you tho? I 
ſhould not ſucceed : as you will have contributed 
all in your power at leaſt that I might. In one 
word, you will by theſe means not only perform 
a moſt acceptable ſervice to myſelf ; but for ever 
attach to the intereſt both of you and your family, 
a moſt illuſtrious and grateful city. Farewell. 

g 


LETT EL l. 


To FABZIUVS Gallus. 


OU need be in no pain about your letter, 
So far from having deſtroyed it, as you 
imagine; it is perfectly ſafe : and you may call 
for it whenever you pleaſe, 

Your admonitions are extremely obliging, and 
1 hope you will always continue them with the 
ſame freedom. You are apprehenſive, I per- 
ceive, that if I ſhould render this Tigellius my 
enemy, he may probably make me merrier 
than I like, and teach me the Sardinian 


"He laugh. 


- 
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laugh. In return to your proverb, let me pre- à. U. 708. 
ſent you with another, and adviſe you to © throw 
afide the pentil*.” For our miſter * will be here 
much ſooner than was expected: and I am afraid 
he ſhould ſend the man who ventures to paint 
Cato in ſuch favourable colours, to join the hero 
of his panegyric in the ſhades below. 
Nothing, my dear Gallus, can be expreſſed 
with greater ſtrength and elegance than that part 
of your letter which begins, © The reſt are fallen, 
&c,” But I whiſper this applauſe in your ear; 


UL 


9 It is ſaid, there was a ſea weed frequently found upon 
the coaſts of Sardinia, the poiſonous quality whereof occa- 
ſioned a convulſive motion in the features which had the ap- 
pearance of 2 and that hence the Sardinian laugh be- 
came a proverb uſually applied to thoſe who concealed a 
heavy heart under a gay countenance. Gallus ſeems to 
have cited this proverb as a caution to Cicero not to be too 
free in his railleries upon Tigellius: and there is a peculiar 
propriety in his application of it, as Tigellius was a Sardi- 
nian, I muſt * bowever, that I have departed 
from the ſentiments of the commentators, in ſuppoſing that 
Tigellius is the perſon here alluded to: they all imagine, 
on the contrary, that it is Cæſar. But this letter ſeems 
evidently to be upon the ſame ſubject as the 19th of this 
book : and was probably an anſwer to one which Gallus had 
written in retura to that epiſtle. 

This proverb, ViRorius ſuppoſes, had its riſe from the 

* ſchools of the painters : where the young pupils, who in the 
abſence of their maſter were amuſing themſelves, perhaps, 
in drawing their pencils over the piece on which he was at 
work, called upon each other when they ſaw him returning 
to lay them aſide. Cicero in the application of this proverb 

alludes to the panegyrie which Gallus had written upon Cato, 
See rem, 8. on the 19th letter of this book. 
* Cæſar: who was at this time upon his return from 


Spain. 
va E4, and 
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A. U. os. and defire it may be a ſecret, even to your freed- 


man Apella. No body indeed writes in this 
manner except ourſelves. How far it is to be 
defended or not, I may conſider, perhaps, an- 
other time: but this at leaſt is indiſputable, that 
it is a ſtyle entirely our own. Perſevere then in 
theſe compoſitions, as the beſt and ſureſt method 
of forming your eloquence. , As for myſelf, I 
now employ ſome part even of my nights, in 
exerciſes of the ſame kind. Farewell. 


ETHEL BR. AML 
To Marcus Kori UsS*®, 


N the conſciouſneſs of that affection I bear 

you, and from the proofs I have experienced 
of yours, 1 do not ſcruple to aſk a favour which 
a principle of gratitude obliges me to requeſt. 
To what degree I value Publius Sextius*, is a 
circumſtance. with which my own heart is beſt 
acquainted : but how greatly. I ought to do fo, 
both you and all the world are perfectly well ap- 
priſed. As he has been informed by ſome of 
his friends, that you are upon all occaſions ex- 

© He was employed in a commiſſion of the ſame kind with 


that of Orca and Cluvius, to whom the 16th and 20th 
letters of this book are addreſſed. 5 


See rem. 9. p. 163. vol. 1. | 
| tremely 
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tremely well diſpoſed to oblige me, he has defired 
I would write to you in the ſtrongeſt terms in 
behalf of Caius Albinius, a perſon of ſenatorian 
rank. Publius Sextius married his. daughter : 
and he has a ſon by her, who is a youth of great 
merit. I mention theſe circumſtances, to let you 
ſee, that Sextius has no leſs reaſon to be con- 
cerned for the intereſt of Albinius, than I have 
for that of Sextius. But to come to the point. 
Marcus Laberius purchaſed under an edict of 
Czfar the confiſcated eſtate of Plotius, which he 
afterwards aſſigned over to Albinius in ſatisfaction 


37 


YAY 
— 


of a debt. If I were to ſay, that it is not for the 


credit of the government to include this eſtate 


among thoſe lands which are dire&ed to be di- 


vided; I might ſeem to talk rather in the ſtile of 
a man who is dictating, than of one who is mak- 


ing a requeſt, But as Cæſar thought it neceſſary 


to ratify the ſales and mortgages that had been | 


made of thoſe eſtates which were confiſcated dur- 
ing Sylla's adminiſtration, in order to render his 
own purchaſers of the ſame kind ſo much the 
more ſecure ; if theſe forfeited lands, which were 
put up to auction by his particular order, ſhould 
be included in the general diviſion he is now 
making, will it not diſcourage all future bidders ? 
I only hint this, however, for your own judici- 
ous conſideration. In the mean time, I moſt 
7 | earneſtly 
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A. u. yes. earneſtly intreat you not to diſpoſſeſs Albinius of 
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the farms which Laberius has thus conveyed, to 
him: and be aſſured, as nothing can be more 
equitable than this requeſt, ſo I make it in all the 
warmth and ſincerity of my heart. It will afford 
me, indeed, not only much ſatisfaction, but in 
ſome ſort likewiſe great honour, if Sextius, to 
whoſe friendſhip I am ſo deeply indebted, ſhould 
have an opportunity thro' my means of ſerving a 
man to whom he is thus nearly related. Again 
and again therefore I intreat your compliance: 
and as there is no inſtance wherein you can more 


effectually oblige me, ſo you may depend upon 


finding me infinitely ſenſible of the obligation, 
Farewell. 


LETTER XXIII. 


To VaTinivs. 


Am by no means ſurpriſed to find, that you 
are ſenſible of my ſervices 3. On the contrary, 

J perfectly well knew, and have upon all occa- 
ſions declared, that no man ever poſſeſſed fo 
The ſervices here alluded to, are robably thoſe which 
Vatinius ſollicited in the 12th letter of this book. Cicero's 


anſwer to that lettter is loſt, as well as Vatinius's reply: but 
the preſent epiltle ſeems to have been written in return to 


the latter. 


grateful 
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grateful a heart. You have indeed not only ac- A. U. 208. 
knowledged, but abundantly returned my good 
offices: be aſſured, therefore, you will always 
experience in me the ſame friendly zeal in every 
other article of your concerns. Accordingly, 
after having received your laſt letter, wherein 
you recommend that excellent woman your wife 
to my protection *; I immediately deſired our 
friend Sura to acquaint her, that if in any in- 
ſtance ſhe had occaſion for my ſervices, I hoped 
ſhe would let me know; and that ſhe might de- 
pend upon my executing her requeſts with the 
utmoſt warmth and fidelity. This promiſe 1 
ſhall very punctually fulfil: and if it ſhould prove 
neceſſary, I will wait upon her myſelf. In the 
mean time I beg you would inform her by your 
own hand, that I ſhall not look upon any office 
as difficult, or below my character, wherein my 
aſſiſtance can avail her: as indeed there is: no 
employment in which I could be engaged upon 


your account, that I ſhould not think both eaſy 
and honourable 5, 


4 If Vatinius was not a more tender huſband, than he ap» 
pears to have been a ſon, this lady might have had occaſion 
for Cicero's protection in ſome inſtances which ſhe would 
not, perhaps, have been very willing to own : for amon 
other enormities that are laid to the charge of Vatinius, it 
15 ſaid that he had the cruelty as well as the impiety to lay 
violent hands on his mother. Orat. in Latin. 7. 


Who would imagine that this is the ſame perſon of whom 
l in- 
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A. u. os. I intreat you to ſettle the affair with Dionyſius: 
and any aſſurance that you ſhall think proper to 


\ 


/ 
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give him in my name, I will religiouſly perform. 
But if he ſhould continue obſtinate, you muſt 
&en ſeize him as a priſoner of war to grace your 
triumphal entry. | 

May a thouſand curſes fall upon theſe Dalma- 
tians for giving you ſo much trouble. How- 
ever, I join with you in being well perſuaded, 
that you will ſoon reduce them to obedience : 
and as they have always been eſteemed a warlike 
people, their ſubmiſſion will greatly contribute 
to the glory of your arms, Farewell, 


Cicero has elſewhere ſaid, that No one could look upon 
«© him without a ſigh, or ſpeak of him without execration 
46 that he was the dread of his neighbours, the diſgrace of 
his kindred, and the utter abhorrence of the public in 
«« general ?” Indeed when Cicero gave this character of 

atinius, he was acting as an advocate at the bar, and en- 
deavouring to deſtroy his credit as a witneſs againſt his friend 
and client, But whatever allowances may be made in gene- 
ral for rhetorical exaggerations ; yet hiſtory ſhews that in 
the preſent inſtance Gicero's eloquence did not tranſgreſs the 
limits of truth. For Paterculus has painted the character of 
Vatinius in the ſame diſadyantageous colours, and repre- 
fented him as the loweſt and moſt worthleſs of men, Qrat, 
ia Vatin. 16. Fel. Paterc. ii. 69. s 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
| To Conniricivss. 


T7 was with great ſatisfaction I found by your A. U. 708. 
letter, that you allow me a place in your 

thoughts: and it is by no means as doubting the 

conſtancy of your friendſhip, but merely in com- 

pliance with a cuſtomary form, that I intreat you 

to preſerve me ſtill in your remembrance. : 

It is reported that ſome commotions have ariſen 
in Syria : at which I am more alarmed upon 
your account than our own, as you are placed ſo 
much nearer to the conſequences. As to affairs 
at Rome; we are enjoying that ſort of re- 
poſe, which I am ſure you would be better 
pleaſed to hear was interrupted by ſome vigorous 
meaſures for the public welfare. And I hope it 

* 

Quintus Cornificius; in the year 705, obtained the pro- 
conſulihip of Illyricam. In the following year he was re- 
moved from thence into ſome other province, the name of 
which is unknown: but it appears to have been contiguous 
to Syria. In this province he reſided when the preſent and 
twenty · ſixth letter of this book were written to him. He was 
afterwards appointed governor of Africa: as appears by ſe- 
veral letters addrefſed to him in the next book ; and which 

will afford a farther occaſion of ſpeaking of him. He had 
greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the art of eloquence: and 1s 
uppoſed to have been the author of thoſe rhetorical pieces 


which are mentioned by Quintilian as written by a perſon of 
this name. Pigb. Annal. ii. 446. 454. 466, Quint. Ni. 1. 0 


anne TR. 
* ſhortly 


a 
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A. U. 708. ſhortly will: as I find it is Cæſar's intention to 
concert methods for that purpoſe. 

Your abſence has inſpired me with the courage 
of engaging in ſome compoſitions, which other- 
wiſe I ſhould ſcarce have ventured to undertake : 
tho? there are ſome among them which even my 

- Judicious friend, perhaps, would not diſapprove. 
The laſt that I have finiſhed, is upon a ſubject, 
on which I have frequently had occaſion to think 
that your notions were not altogether agreeable to 
mine: it is an inquiry into the beſt ſpecies of 
eloquence . Tho? I muſt add, that whenever 
you have differed from me, it was always with the 
complaifance of a maſter-artiſt towards one who 
is not wholly unſkilled in his art. I ſhould be 
extremely glad that this piece might receive your 
ſuffrage : if not for its own ſake, at leaſt for its 
author's. To this end, I ſhall let your family 
know, that, if they think proper; they may have 
it tranſcribed in order to ſend it to you. I ima- 
gine indeed, altho' you ſhould not approve my 
ſentiments, yet that any thing which comes from 
my hand will be acceptable in your - preſent in- 
active ſituation. 

When you recommend your character and ho- 
nours to my protection, it is merely, I dare ſay, 
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1 This is. probably the ſame piece, of which an account 
Hos | been given in rem. 10. on let. 15. B. 10. 


for 
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for the ſake of form, and not as thinking it in the A. U. 208. 
leaſt neceſſary. Be aſſured, the affection which 
I am perſuaded mutually ſubſiſts between us, 

would be ſufficient to render me greatly zealous 

in your ſervice. But abſtractedly from all motives 

of friendſhip, were I to conſider only the noble 
purpoſes to which you have applied your exalted 

talents, and the great probability of your attain- 

ing the higheſt dignity in the commonwealth *; 

there is no man to whom I ſhould give the pre- 

ference in my good offices, and few that I ſhould 

place in the ſame rank with yourſelf. Farewell, 


L E T TER XXV. 
Curivus* to Cictro. 


1 Look upon myſelf as a ſort of property, the 

poſſeſſion of which belongs, tis true, to At- 
ticus; but all the advantage that can be derived 
from it is wholly yours. If Atticus therefore 
were inclined to diſpoſe of his right in me, I am 
afraid he could only paſs me off in a lot with 
ſome more profitable commodity: whereas if you 
ſhould have the ſame inclination, how greatly 
would it enhance my value to be proclaimed as 


The conſular office, 
See rem. 6. p. 361. Vol. II. 
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A Us. one intirely formed into what he is, by your care 
nd kindneſs? I intreat you then to continde to 

protect the work of your own hands, and to re- 
commend me in the ſtrongeſt terms to the ſucceſ. 
for of Sulpicius in this province . This will be 
the ſureſt means of putting it in my power to 
obey your commands of returning to you in the 
ſpring : as it will facilitate the ſettliag of my af- . 
fairs in ſuch a manner, that I may be able by that 
time to tranſport my effects with ſafety into Italy. 
But I hope, my illuſtrious friend, you will not 
communicate this letter to Atticus : for as he 
imagines, I am much too honeſt a fellow to pay 
the ſame compliment to you both; ſuffer him, I 
beſeech you, to remain in this favourable error. 
Adieu, my dear patron and ſalute Tiro in my 
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name. 
Oct. the 29th. 


LETTER XXVI 
To CoRNIrIelus. 


J Shall follow the ſame method in anſwering 

your letter, which I have obſerved that 'you 
great orators fometimes practiſe in your replies; 
and begin with the laſt article firſt, Yowaccuſe 


me 


—— 


Boox XI. OF .. C ICERO. 

me then of being a negligent correſpondent : but A. 
believe me, J have never once omitted writing, 
whenever any of your family gave me notice that 
a courier was ſetting out to you. 

I have ſo high an opinion of your ales; 
that 1 expected you would a& in the manner 
your very obliging letter aſſures me you intend; 
and that you would not determine your meaſures, 
till you ſhould know where this paltry Baſſus ? 
deſigned to make an irruption. I intreat you to 
continue to give me frequent intelligence of all 
your purpoſes and motions, as well as of 
whatever elſe is going * in your part of 
the world. 

It was with much regret that! Rated with you, 
when you left Italy: but I comforted myſelf in 
the perſuaſion, that you. were not only going into 
a ſcene of profound tranquillity, but leaving one 
that was threatened with great commotions, The 
revetſe, however, has proved to be the fact: 
and war has broke out in your quarters, at the 
ſame time that it is extinguiſhed in ours. But 
the peace we enjoy is attended, neverthelefs, witli 
many diſguſting circumſtances: and diſguſting 
too even to Cæſar himſelf. It is the certain con- 


1 Cacilids Baſſus was a Roman knight, of the Pompeian 
party, who after the battle of Pharſalia fled into Syria: where 
he was at this time raiſing ſome very formidable commotions 
againſt the authority of Cæſar. Dio. xlvii. p. 242- 
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A.U. 708. ſequence indeed of all civil wars, that the van- 
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quiſhed muſt not only ſubmit to the will of the 
victor, but to the will of thoſe alſo who aſſiſted 
him in his conqueſt. But I am now become ſo 
totally callous, that I ſaw Burſa * the other day 
at the games which Cæſar exhibited, without the 
leaſt emotion; and was preſent with equal pati- 
ence at the farces of Publius and Laberius . In 
ſhort, I am ſenſible of nothing ſo much as of the 
want of a judicious friend, with whom I may 
freely laugh at what is thus paſſing amongſt us. 
And ſuch a friend I ſhall find in you, if you will 
haſten your return hither : a circumſtance, which 
I look upon to be as much your own intereſt, as 
I am ſure it is mine. Farewell. | ; 
Ciceros inveterate enemy, who had been baniſhed ſome 
years before, but had lowly has recalled by Cæſar. See 
rem. 5. p. 263. vol. 1. A ; | 


9 For an account of Laberias, ſee rem. 1. p. 223. vol. i. 
Publius Syrus had likewiſe diſtinguiſhed himſelf upon the 
Roman ſtage in thoſe buffoon pieces which they called their 
mimes. But altho' theſe rival poets and actors were both of 
them excellent in their way ; yet it appears, "that their hu- * 
mour was too low and inclogane to ſuit the juſt and refined 
taſte of Cicero, Macrob. Saturn, ii. 7. 
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Book XI. or CICER O. 
. ET TER XVI.. 


To DoLaBeLLA. © 


T Rejoice to find that Baiæ has changed irs A U 78. 
J ä ; ge 706, 


nature, and is become on a ſudden ſo won- 
drous ſalutary . But perhaps it is only in com- 
plaiſance to my friend, that it thus ſuſpends its 
uſual effects; and will reſume its wonted quali- 
ties, the moment you depart. I ſhall not be ſur- 
priſed ſhould this prove to be the caſe: nor 
wonder indeed if heaven and earth ſhould alter 
their general tendencies, for the ſake of a man 
who has ſo much to recommend him to the 
favour of both“. ee F 7504 


2 See tem. 5. p. 234, Fol. ii. 
3 Dolabella had probably informed Cicero in a letter from 


Baiz, of the Jay he n from the waters 
in an 


of that place: in r to which Cicero plays upon the am- 
biguous meaning of the word ſalubret, and applies in a mo- 
ral ſenſe what Dolabeſla had uſed in a medicinal. . 
lf no other mentors of theſe times remained than what 
might be collected from the letters of Cixero, it is certain 
they would greatly miſlead us in ont notions bf the principal 
actors, who now appeared upon che theatre of the Roman re- 
public. Thus, for inſtance, Who would imagine that the 
perſon here repreſented as intereſting heaven and earth in his 
welfare, was in fact a monſter of lewdneſs and inhumanity. 
But how malt the reader's aſtoniſhment be raiſed when he is 
informed, that it is' Cicero himſelf who tells us ſo ? Dolabellz 
—4 puero 1. delicits crudelitas fuit. (ays our author in one 
of his Philippic orations) deinde ea libidinum turpitudo ut in 


hoc fit ſemper inſe letatus, quod ea faceret que fbi objici ne ab 
OI F 2 I did 


. 


63 
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I did not imagine that I had preſerved among 
my papers, the trifling ſpeech which I made in 
behalf of Deiatarus+: however I have found it, 
and ſend it to you agreeably to your requeſt. You 
will read it as a performance, which was by no 


means of conſequence enough to deſerve much 


care in the compoſition: and to ſay truth, I was 


ticle wherein her happineſs 


willing to make my old friend and hoſt a preſent 
of the ſame indelicate kind with his own. 

May you ever preſerve a virtuous and a gene- 
rous mind! that the moderation and integrity of 
your conduct, may prove a living reproach to 
the violence and injuſtice of ſome others amongſt 
our contemporaries! Farewell. 


F cis was 2 true picture of 


Dolabella; what ſhall be ſaid in excuſe of Cicero, for having 
diſpoſed of his daughter to him in marriage? Should any too 
partial advocate of Cicero's moral character, endeavour to 

alliate this unfavourable circumſtance, by telling us, that 

e had never inquired into Dolabella's conduct; might it 
not juſtly be ſuſpected, that he meant to banter? Vet this is 
the very reaſon which Cicero himſelf aſſigns, in the oration | 
from whence the above paſſage is cited. Er hic, dii immor- 
tales | aliquando fuit meus I occulta enim erat witia non 18 QU1- 
RENT]. Strange! that a man who loved his daughter even 
to a degree of extravagance, ſhould be ſo careleſs in an ar- 
But I need not finiſh 
the reſt; where facts 25 for themſelves, let me ſpare the 
pain of a comment. Vd. Philip. xi. 14. 


See rem. 2. p. 329. vol. i. 


LE T- 


BOOR XI. or C 10 EIS). -- 69 


EET TER NKU 
VaTinivs to Ciego. 


I Have not been able to do any thing to the pur- A. U. vos. 
poſe, with regard to your librarian Diony- 
ſius*: and indeed my endeavours have hitherto 
proved ſo much the leſs effectual, as the ſeverity 
of the weather which obliged me to retreat out of 
Dalmatia, ſtill detains me here. However I 
will not deſiſt till I have gotten him into my 
cuſtody. But ſurely I am always to find ſome 
difficulty or other in executing your commands : 
why elſe did you write to me---I know not what 
in favour of Catilius*? But avaunt, thou inſidious 
tempter, with thy dangerous interceſſions] And 
our friend Servilius too (for mine my heart 
prompts me to call him, as well as yours,) is, 
it ſeems, a joint petitioner with you in this 
requeſt, Is it uſual then, I ſhould be glad to 
know, with you orators to be- the advocates of 
ſuch clients, and in ſuch cauſes? Is it uſual 
to plead in behalf of the moſt cruel of the 


See let. 12. p. 33. of this vol. 7018 

This man was quæſtor in the year 7023 and during the 
civil war was intruſted with ſome naval command : but it ap- 
pears by the preſent letter that he had turned pirate, and 
committed great cruelties and depredations upon the coaſts of 
UVlycicum, Pigh. Annal. ii. 421. | 


T3 + human 


70 TAE LETTERS Book XL 
A.U.7c8. human race? in defence of a man who has mur- 
dered ourfellow-citizens, plundered their houſes, 
raviſhed their wives, and laid whole regions in 
deſolation ? This worthleſs wretch had the inſo- 
lence likewiſe, to take up arms againſt myſelf : 
and he is now, tis true, my. priſoner, But tell 
me, my dear Cicero, in what manner can I act 

in this affair? I would not willingly refuſe any 
thing to your requeſt : and as far as my own pri- 
vate reſentment 1s concerned, L will in compli- 
ance with your defires, remit the puniſhment I 
intended. But what ſhall I anſwer to thoſe un- 
happy ſufferers, who require ſatisfaction for the 
loſs of their effects, and the deſtruction of their 
ſhips ? who call for vengeance on the murderer of 
their brothers, their children, and their parents ? 
Belieye me, if 1 had ſucceeded to the impudence 

as well as to the office of Appius *, I could not 
have the aſſurance to withſtand their cries 

for juſtice. Nevertheleſs, I will do every thing 
that hes in my power to gratity your inclinations, 

2 Manatius obſerves, that this is not the ſame Appius to 

whom the letters in the 3d book are addreſſed : and refers 

to a paſſage in Valerius Maximus to prove, that he periſhed 
early in the civil wars, But ſo he undoubtedly might; and 
nevertheleſs be the ſame perſon here alluded to: for it by no 
means appears when, or in what poſt it was, that Vatinius 
ſucceeded-to this Appius in queſtion. Impudence, it is cer- 


tain, was in the number of thoſe qualities, which diſtin- 


guiſhed that Appius to whom the letters abovementioned are 
written. #74, ad At. iv. 18, N | 
He 


Book XI, or CICERO, 
He is to be defended at his trial by Voluſius: A. 


and if his proſecutors can be vanquiſhed by elo 


quence, there is great reaſon to expect that the 
force of your diſciple's rhetoric will put them to 
flight. 2 | 

I depend upon your being my advocate at 
Rome, if there ſhould he any occaſion. Cæſar 
indeed has not yet done me the juſtice to move 
for a public thankſgiving, for the ſucceſs of my 
arms in Dalmatia: as if in truth, I were not en- 
titled to more, and might not juſtly claim the 
honour of a triumph! But as there are above 
threeſcore cities that have entered into an alliance 
with the Dalmatians, beſides the twenty, of which 
that country antiently conſiſted ; if I am not to 
be honoured with a public thankſgiving, till I 
ſhall have taken every one of theſe conſiderable 
towns; I am. by no means upon equal terms with 
the reſt of our generals. C 1 

Immediately after the ſenate had appointed the 
former thankſgiving for my victories +, I marched 


# | - | 

+ There is ſome difficulty in reconciling what Vatinius 
here ſays of a ſupplication having been decreed by the ſenate, 
with the complaint he makes above againſt Cæſar, for having 
delayed to move the houſe for that purpofe. Some of the 
commentators therefore have ſuſpected, that this is the be- 
ginning of a diſtin letter ; and others, that it is a poſtſcript 
written a conſiderable diſtance of time from the body of the 
epiſtle. But Mr. Roſs has offered, I think, a much better 
ſolution, by ſuppoſing that the thankſgiving mentioned in 
the preſent paragraph, was one which had been decreed on 
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. U. 708, into Delmatia; where I attacked and made my- 


"ſelf maſter of fix of their towns. One of theſe, 
which was of yery conſiderable ſtrength, I might 
fairly ſay that I took four ſeveral times. For it 
was ſurrounded by a fortification conſiſting of 
four different walls, which were defended by as 
many forts : thro? all which I forced my way to 
the citadel, which I likewiſe compelled to ſur- 
render. But the exceſſive ſeverity of the cold, 
together with the deep ſnows that fell at the ſame 
time, obliged me to retreat: ſo that I had the 
mortification, my dear Cicero, to find myſelf 
under the neceſſity of abandoning my conqueſts, 
juſt as I was upon the point of finiſhing the war, 
Ii intreat you then, if occaſion ſhould require, to 
be my advocate with Cæſar, and in every other 
reſpect to take my intereſt under your protection, 
in the aſſurance, that no man poſſeſſes an higher 


degree of affection for you than myſelf. 
_ Narona, Dec. the 1 5th, 


account of ſome former ſucceſſes of Vatinius in his province; 
and that the thankſgiving concerning which he com plains of 
Czſar's neglect, was one that he was now ſolliciting in ho- 


pour of thoſe ſucceſſes in Dalmatia, of which he here gives 


an account. 
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BOOK XI. 


LETTER, I. 
| To Conius“. 


9 18 true, I once both adviſed and A. U. yo. 
exhorted you to return into Italy: 
but I am fo far from being in the 

Re ſentiments at preſent, that an the contra- 

ry, I wiſh to eſcape myſelf, 


To ſome bleft clime remote from Pele race *. 


--, is an anſwer to the 25th les of cho Weeds 


* Alluding to the Czſarian party. See rem, 7- p. 362. 
My 


vol. ii. 
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Tus LETTERS Book XII. 


A.U.7cg. My heart indeed moſt ſeverely reproaches me, 
| for ſubmitting to be the witneſs of their unworthy 


deeds. Undoubtedly, my friend, you long ſince 
foreſaw our evil days approaching; when you 
wiſely took your flight from theſe unhappy re- 
gions : for tho* it muſt needs-be painful, to hear 
a relation of what is going forward amongſt us; 
yet far more intolerable it ſurely is, to. be the 
ſad ſpectator of ſo wretched a ſcene; One ad- 
vantage at leaſt you have certainly gained by 
your abſence ; it has ſpared you the mortification 
of being preſent at the late general aſſembly for 
the election of quæſtors. At ſeven in the morn- 
ing, the tribunal of Quintus Maximus the con- 
ſul, as they called him *, was placed in the field 


of Mars (: when news being brought of his ſud- 


den death, it was immediately removed. But 


Cæſar, notwithſtanding he had taken the auſpices®, 


as for an aſſembly of the tribes, converted it inta 


4 


2 Cxſar (as Manutius obſerves) abdicated the confulſhi 
upon his late return from Spain, and arbitrarily appoint 
Quintus Maximus together with Trebonius, conſuls for the 
remaining, part of the year. Maximus therefore not being 
legally elected, Cicero ſpeaks of him as one whoſe title 
acknowledged only by the prevailing faction. 


4 Where the poll for the election of magiſtrates was uſual- 
ly taken, It was ſituated on the banks of the Taber, 


No aſſembly of the people could be 2 held, nor 
any public act performed, till the augurs 


that 


ad declared that 
the omens were favourable for the purpoſe in agitation. 


— 


Book XII. or CICERO, . 


chat of che centuries*: and at one ig the, after- A. U. 70g. 
noon, declared Caninius duly elected conſul. — 


Be it recorded then, that during the conſulate 
of Caninius, no man had time to dine; and 
yet that there was not a ſingle diſturbance of 
any kind committed: for he was a magiſtrate, 
you muſt know, of ſuch wonderful vigilance, 
that he never once ſlept throughout his whole ad- 
miniſtration. The truth of it is, his adminiſtra- 


tion continued only to the end of the year; and | 


both expired the very next morning. But ridi- 
culous as theſe tranſactions may appear to you, 
who are placed at ſo great a diſtance from 
them; believe me, you could not refrain 
from tears, if you were to ſee them in all their 
true and odious colours. How would you be af- 
fected then, were 1 to mention the nymberleſs 
inſtances of the ſame arbitrary kind which daily 


The citizens of Rome were. caſt into three general di . 


viſions: into centuries, into curiæ, and into tribes. Some 
account of the two latter has been already 4 in rem. 50. 
p. 202. and rem. 7. p. 474, Vol. i. The former was an in- 
ſtitution of Servius Tullius: who diſtribated the people 
into 193 centuries according to the value of their reſpective 
.poſſeſhons. Theſe companies had a vote in all queſtions, 
That came hefore the people aſſembled in this manner: and 
the majority of voices in each, determined the ſuffrage of 
that particular century. But as the patricians and the 
wealthieſt citizens of the republic, filled up 98 of theſe 189 
claſſes; the inferior citizens were conſequently deprived of 
all weight in the public deliberations. The prætors, con- 
ſuls, and cenſors were elected by the people aſſembled in 
centuries: but the quæſtors, ediles and tribunes were choſen 
in an aſſembly of the tribes. Dion. Halicarn. iv. 20. 


occur! 


2 


76 Tux LETTERS Book XII. 


A.U.7c9. occur! For my own part, they would be utterly 

—. 
inſupportable to me, had I not taken refuge in 
philoſophy ; and enjoyed likewiſe that friend of? 
ours for the companion of 'my ſtudies, whoſe 
Property, you tell me, you are. However, ſince 
you aſſure me at the ſame time, that all the be- 
nefit which can ariſe from you, belongs ſolely to 
mylelf; I am perfectly well contented : for what 
can property give more ? 

Acilius, who is ſent into Greece at the head 
of ſome legions as ſucceſſor to Sulpicius, has 
great obligations to me: for I ſucceſsfully de- 
fended him in two capital proſecutions, before 
the commencement of our public troubles. He 
is a man of a very grateful diſpoſition, and one 
who upon all occaſions, treats me with much re- 
gard. Accordingly I herewith ſend you a letter 
which I have written to him in your favour, in 
the ſtrongeſt terms: and I deſire you will let me 
know what promiſes he ſhall give you in conſe. | 
quence of my recommendation, Farewell, 
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7 Atticus. 


3 See the beginning of Curius's letter to Cicero, p. 63. of 
this vol. ö 
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Book XII. oF CICERO. 


LET T E R II. 


To Auers“, Proconſul. 


2 confidence of that mare you allow me in A. U. 709. 
your eſteem, and of which you gave me ſo — 


many convineing proofs during the time we con- 
tinued together at Brundiſium *, I claim a fort 
of right of applying to you upon any occaſion 
wherein I am particularly intereſted. I take the 


9 The commentators imagine, that this perſon is, the ſ 
whom Cicero mentions in the foregoing letter to have ſuc- 
ceeded to Sulpicius in the government of Greece: and that 
therefore either inſtead of Auctus, the true reading is Acilius, 
or that he was called Acilius Auctus. But tho? it is alto- 
gether impoſſible to determine who the perſon was to whom 
this letter is addreſſed, or in what year it was written: yet 
it ſeems highly probable that Acilius and Auctus were ditfe - 
rent men. For Cicero in the preceding epiſtle mentions 
Acilius as one on whom he had conferred ſome very impor- 
tant ſervices ; whereas in the preſent letter, Cicero appears 
to have been the perſon obliged. Now it is by no means 
credible that our author, if he had ever done any good of- 
fices to Auctus, ſhould have been totally filent upon a circum- 
ſtance which would have given him a much higher claim to 
the favour he was requeſting, than any which he produces. 
And the incredibility grows ſtill ſtronger, when it is remem- 
bered that Cicero never fails to diſplay his ſervices upon all 
occaſions, in which he can with any propriety mention them. 
But on which ſide ſoever of this queſtion the truth may lic, 
it is a point of ſuch very little conſequence, that perhaps it 
will ſcarce juſtify even this ſhort remark. 

Probably during Cicero's reſidence in that city, upon 
his return into Italy after the battle of Pharſalia : an account 

of which has been given in the foregoing obſervations. 


I liberty 


77 
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78 Tus LETTERS Book XII. 
A. U. cg liberty therefore of writing to you in behalf of 
Marcus Curius, a merchant at Patræ, with whom 
I am moſt intimately united. Many are the good 
offices which have mutually paſſed between 
us: and, what indeed is of the greateft weight, 
they reciprocally flowed from the moſt perfect 
affection. If then you have reaſon to promiſe 
_.- yourſelf any advantage from my friendſhip ; if 
you are inclined to render the obligations you 
have formerly conferred. upon me, if poſſible, 
even ſtill more valuable; in a word, if you are 
perſuaded that 1 hold a place in the eſteem of 
every perſon in your family; let theſe conſidera- 
tions induce you to comply with my requeſt in 
favour of Curius. Receive him, I conjute you, 
under your protection, and preſerve both his 
perſon and his property from every injury, and 
every inconvenience to which they may be ex- 
poſed. In the mean time, I will ventute to 
aſſure you myſelf, (what all your family will, 1 
doubt not, confirm) that you may depend upon 
deriving great ſatisfaction from my friendſhip, 
as welt as much advantage from the faithful re- 
turns of my gratitude. Farewell. dr bored 


Boox XII. of CI CBRO.”" 


ERET TER. m 


To Conus, 


v letter affords me a very LR ue, 


proof, that I poſſeſs the higheſt ſhare of 
your eſteem, and that you are ſenſible how much 
you are endeared to me in return both which 
I have ever been deſirous ſhould be placed be- 
yond a doubt. Since then we are thus firmly af- 
ſured of each other's affection; let us etideavour 
to vie in our mutual good offices: a conteſt; in 
which I am perfectly indifferent on which ſide 
the ſuperiority may appear. 

I am well pleaſed that you had no  occifidn to 
deliver my letter to Acilius . I find likewiſe that 
you had not much, for the ſervices of Sulpicius; 
having made ſo great a progreſs, it ſeems; in 
your affairs as to have curtailed them (to uſe 
your own ludicrous expreſſion) both of head and 
feet. I wiſh however, you had ſpared" the latter, 
that they might proceed a little faſter, and give 
us an opportunity of one day ſeeing you again in 
Rome. We want you indeed, in order to pre- 
ſerve that good old vein of pleaſantry, which is 


* See the latter end öf the firſt letter in ini Bok: © | 
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A. U og. now, you may perceive, well-nigh worn- out 
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amongſt us: inſomuch that Atticus may pro- 
perly enough ſay, as he often, you know, uſed, 


« if it were not for two or three of us, my 


« friends, what would become of the ancient 
« glory of Athens!“ Indeed, as the honour 
of being the chief ſupport of Attic elegance de- 
volved upon Pomponius * „when you left Italy; 
15 in his abſence, it has now deſcended upon 

Haſten your return then, I beſeech you, 
my 1 leſt every ſpark of wit, as well as of 


liberty, ſhould be irrecoverably extinguiſhed with 
the republic. Farewell. 


© 15 * 4. E ＋ T ER IV. 


* 


To Conwiricivs. 


I Have thes ſatisfaction to find by n 
obliging letter, that my laſt was ſafely deli - 
vered . I doubted not of its affording you plea- 


ſure: and therefore was ſo much the more uneaſy 


leſt it ſhould loſe its way. You inform me, 
at the ſame time, that a war is broke out in 
Syria *, and that Ceſar has given you the go- 
vernment of this province. I wiſh you much 
nn command, and W l * 


Fee ed. 3 2 1 
See rem. 7. on let. 26. 8 
attend 
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attend it: as, in full confidence of your wiſdom A. b. 799; 
and vigilance, I am well perſuaded it will. ; 
Nevertheleſs I am truly alarmed at what you 
mention concerning the invaſion which, it is 
ſuſpected, the Parthians are meditating. I find 

by your letter, that the number of your forces 

is agreeable to what I ſhould have conjectured : 

| hope therefore, that theſe people will not put 
themſelves in motion, till the legions which I 

hear are ordered to your aſſiſtance, ſhall arrive: 

But if you ſhould not even with theſe ſupplies, 

find yourſelf in a condition to face the enemy; 

I need not remind you to follow the maxim 

of your predeceſſor Marcus Bibulus, who, you 

know, during the whole time that the Parthians 
continued in your province, moſt gallantly ſhut 
himſelf up in a ſtrong garriſon .. Vet after all, 
circumſtances will beſt determine in what man- 

ner it will be proper for you to act: in the mean 

time I ſhall be extremely anxious, till I receive 

an account of your operations. 


This ſeems to be intended as a ſneer upon the conduct of 
Bibulus. Cicero was governor of Cilicia when Bibulus com- 
manded in Syria, and they both ſollicited at the ſame time, 
the honour of a public thankſgiving for the ſucceſs of their 
reſpetive arms. Cato gave his ſuffrage upon this occaſion 
in favour of Bibulus ; but refuſed it to Cicero: a preference 
which extremely exaſperated the latter, and which was pro- 
bably the principal cauſe of that contempt with which he 
ſpeaks of Bibulus in the preſent paſſage. See vol. ii. p. 504 
rem. 2. | | 
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A. U. 709. As I have never omitted any opportunity of 


— 
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writing to you, I hope you will obſerve the ſame 
punctually with reſpect to me. But above all, 
let me deſire you to repreſent me in your letters 
to your friends and family as one who is entirely 
yours. Farewell. 


nn. 


Dzecimuvs BRurus 5 to Marcus BRVurus 
and CAlus Cass1ivs. 


Y OU will judge by this letter, in what 
poſture our affairs ſtand. I received a viſit 


5 Decimus Brutus, of the fame family with Marcus Bru- 
tus, ſerved under Cæſar in the wars in Gaul: at the end 
of which, in the year 703, he returned to Rome, and was 
choſen one of the city quæſtors. It does not appear that 
he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by any 2 remarkable, till he 
engaged with Marcus Brutus and Caſſius in the conſpiracy 
7 his friend and benefactor. This was executed, as 

the world knows, by ſtabbing Cæſar in the ſenate, on 
the ides, or the fifteenth of March: a few weeks before 
the preſent letter was written, When one confiders the 
characters of thoſe who were the principal actors in this 
memorable tragedy, it is aſtoniſhing that they ſhould have 
looked no farther than merely to the taking away of Czſar's 
life : as if they imagined, that the government muſt neceſ- 
ſarily return into its proper channel, as ſoon as the perſon 
who had obſtructed its courſe, was removed. They were 
altogether therefore unprepared for thoſe very probable con- 
tingencies which they oug t to have had in view, and which 
accordingly enſued. Whatever then may be determined 


as to the patriotiſm of the fact itſelf, it was unqueſtionably 


yeſterday 
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yeſterday in the evening from Hirtius®, who con- A. U. 709. 


vinced me of Antony's extreme perfidy and ill 
intentions towards us. He aſſured Hirtius, it 
ſeems, that he could by no means conſent I ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of the province, to which I have 
been nominated? ; and that both the army and 


the populace were ſo highly incenſed againſt us, 
that he imagined we could none of us continue 


with any ſafety in Rome. You are ſenſible, I 
dare ſay, that both theſe aſſertions are as abſo- 
lutely falſe, as that it is undoubtedly true, what. 
Hirtius added, that Antony is apprehenſive if we 
ſhould gain the leaſt increaſe of power, it will 
be impoſſible for him and his party to maintain 


conducted, as Cicero frequently and juſtly complains, by 
the weakeſt and moſt impolitic counſels. Antony, (who 
was at this time conſul) although he thought proper at firſt 
to carry a fair appearance towards the e yet 
ſecretly raiſed ſuch a ſpirit againſt them, that they found 
it expedient to withdraw from Rome. Brutus and Caſſius 
retired to Lanuvium, a villa belonging to the former, about 
fifteen miles from the city : at which place they probably 
were when Decimus Brutus, who had not yet & Rome, 
wrote the following letter. 


6 Hirtius was warmly attached to Cæſar, and extremely re- 
gretted his death: but as he was diſguſted with Antony, and 
perhaps jealous too of his riſing power, he ſeems to have 
oppoſed the cauſe he approved, merely from a ſpirit of per- 
ſonal pique and envy. Vid. Ad Att. xiv, 22. xv. 6. 


7 Czſar, a ſhort time before his death, had nominated 
Decimus Brutus to the government of Ciſalpine Gaul, and 
Antony to that of Macedonia. But as Gaul lay more con- 
veniently for Antony's preſent purpoſes, his deſign was to 
procure the adminiſtration of it for himſelf. 
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A. U. 70g. their ground. I thought, under theſe difficul- 


ties, the moſt prudent ſtep I could take for 
our common intereſt, would be to requeſt that 
an honourary legation * might be decreed to 
each of us; in order to give ſome decent colour 
to our leaving Rome. Accordingly, Hirtius has 
promiſed to obtain this grant in our favour ; 
tho I muſt add at the fame time, ſuch a ſpirit 
is raiſed againſt us in the ſenate, that I am by no 
means clear he will be able to perform his en- 
gagement. And ſhould he ſucceed, yet I am 
perſuaded it will not be long ere they declare us 
public enemies, or at leaſt ſentence us to baniſh- 
ment. It appears to me therefore, our viſeſt 
method in the preſent conjuncture, to ſubmit to 
Fortune, and withdraw to Rhodes, or to ſome 
other ſecure part of the world. We may there 
adjuſt our meaſures to public circumſtances, 
and either return to Rome, or remain in exile, 
as affairs ſhall hereafrer appear with a more or 
leſs inviting aſpect: or if the worſt ſhould 
happen, we may have recourſe to the laſt deſ- 


8 The ſenators could not be long abſent from Rome, 
without leave of the ſenate. When their private affairs 
therefore required their attendance abroad, it was uſual to 
apply for what they called a /egatio libera, which gave a 
ſanction to their abſence, and inveſted them with a fort of 
travelling title, that procured them the greater reſpect and 
honours in the countries through which they paſſed, and in 
the place where they propoſed to reſide, 


2 perate 
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perate expedient *. Should it be aſked, „why A. U. 709. 
not attempt ſomething at preſent, rather than 
<« wait a more diſtant period?“ My anſwer is, 
becau'e I know not where we can hope to make 
a ſtand, unleſs we ſhould go either to Sextus Pom- 
peius?, or to Cæcilius Baſſus*. It is probable, in- 
deed, that when the news of Cæſar's death ſhall be 
ſpread through their reſpective provinces, it may 
much contribute to ſtrengthen their party: how- 
ever it will be ſoon enough to join them, when 
we ſhall know the ſtate of their forces. 

If you and Caſſius are deſirous I ſhould enter 
into any engagement on your behalf, I ſhall 
very readily be your ſponſor : and indeed it is a 
condition which Hirtius requires. I deſire there- 
fore you would acquaint me with your reſolution, 
as ſoon as poſlible: for I expect before ten 


2 That is, (as the commentators explain it). by arming 
the ſlaves, throwing open the priſons, and raiſing foreign 
nations in their defence. | 


9 Sextus Pompeius, the younger ſon of Pompey, was in 
Corduba when his brother Cneius gave battle to Ceſar. 
Cneius attempting to make his eſcape after the total defeat 
of his army, was killed by ſome of the conqueror's ſoldi- 
ers: but Sextus, upon the enemy's approach in order to lay 
ſiege to Corduha, ſecretly abandoned that city, and con- 
cealed himſelf till Cæſar's return into Italy, The latter 
had no ſooner left Spain, than Sextus collected his broken 
forces: and a ſhort time after this letter was written, he 
appeared at the head of no leſs than fix legions. irt. de 
Bell. Hiſp. Dio. pag. 274. ; - 


An account of him has already been given in rem, = 
p. 65. of this vol. | / PTY ; 
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A. U. 709: o'clock, to receive an appointment from Hirtius 
◻ to meet him upon theſe affairs. Let me know 


at the ſame time where I ſhall find you. 

As ſoon as Hirtius ſhall have given me his 
final anſwer, I purpoſe to apply to the ſenate, that 
a guard may be appointed to attend us in Rome. 
I do not ſuppoſe they will comply with this re- 
queſt, as our appearing to ſtand in need of ſuch 
a protection, will render them extremely odious, 
But how ſucceſsful foever my demands may 
prove, I ſhall not be diſcouraged from making 
ſuch as I think reaſonable. Farewell. 


LETTER VE 
To TIRO. 


Otwithſtanding I wrote this morning by 
Harpatus, and nothing new has ſince - 
occurred; yet I cannot forbear making uſe of 
this opportunity of conyeying a ſecond letter to 
you upon the fame ſubject: not, however, as 
entertaining the leaſt diſtruſt of your care, but 
becauſe the buſineſs in which I have employed 
you, is of the laſt importance to me *, My whole 
2 As Cicero was known to favour the 9h, pens he 


did not think it prudent to truſt himſelf in Rome after 
Brutus and Caffius had found it neceſſary to withdraw from 


thence : and agcordingly he ſoon afterwards followed their 
deſign 
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deſign indeed in parting with you was, that you A.U. 70g, 


might thoroughly ſettle my affairs, I deſire 
therefore, in the firſt place, that the demands of 
Otillius and Aurelius may be fatisfied. Your 
next endeavour mult be, to obtain part at leaſt, if 
you cannot procure the whole, of what is due to 
me from Flamma : and particularly inſiſt on his 
making this payment by the firſt of January i. 
With regard to that debt which was aſſigned over 
to me; I beg you would exert your utmoſt dili- 
gence to recover it: but as to the advance-pay- 
ment of the other not yet due, I leave you to act 
as you ſhall judge proper. And this much for 
my private concerns. As to thoſe of the public 
I defire you would ſend me all the certain in- 
telligence you can collect. Let me know what 
Octavius “ and Antony are doing; what is the 
example by retiring into the country. His intention at this 
time was, to make a tour into Greece fer a few months; 
and with that view he had diſpatched Tiro to Rome, in 


order to call in the ſeveral monies which were due to him, 


and likewiſe to diſcharge ſome debts which he had himſelf 
contracted. | 


3 When the new conſuls were to enter upon their office; 
by which time, Cicero propoſed to return to Rome, 


+ Otavius, who was afterwards known and celebrated by 
the name of Auguſtus Cæſar, was the ſon of Attia, Julius 
Czſar's niece. "His uncle, who deſigned him for the heir 
both of his puwer and his fortunes, had ſent him, about fix 
months before his death, to Apollonia, a learned ſeminary 
of great note in Macedonia. In this place he was to proſe- 
cute his ſtudies and exerciſes, till Cæſar, who propoſed he 
ſhould accompany him in his intended expedition againſt 


G 4 general 
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A- U. og. general opinion of Rome; and what turn you 
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imagine affairs are likely to take. I can ſcarcely 
forbear running into the midſt of the ſcene ; 
but I reſtrain myſelf, in the expectation of your 
letter. | 

Your news concerning Balbus, proves true : 
he was at Aquinum at the time you were told; 
and Hirtius followed him thither the next day. 
I imagine they are both going to the waters of 
Baiz : but let me know what you can diſcover 
of their motions. ts 

Do not forget to remind the agents of Dola- 
bella 5 : nor to inſiſt upon the payment of what 
is due from Papia. Farewell. 


the Parthians, ſhould call upon him in his march to that 
country, But as ſoon as Odlayius was informed of the 
death of Cæſar, and that he had appointed him his heir; 
he immediately haſtened to Rome: and the eyes of every 
body, but particularly of Cicero, were now attentively 
turned towards him, in order to diſcover in what manner 
he would act in this very critical fituation both of his own 
affairs, and thoſe of the republic. Dio. p. 271. Appian. 
Bell. Civil. ii. „ ors dt REED | 9 
5 It appears by the letters written to Atticus at this time, 
that Cicero had ſome conſiderable demands upon Dolabella: 
Which aroſe, it is probable, from the latter not having 
et returned the whole of Tulſia's portion, agreeably to thg 
Roman laws in Caſes of divorce. es hs = 
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L ET PER NM. 


To BiTayNnicvus®. 


1 Have many reaſons to wiſh, that the republic A. U. v0, 


may be reſtored: but, believe me, the pro- 
mife you give me in your letter, renders it till 
more ardently my deſire. You aſſure me if that 
happy event ſhould take place, you will con- 
ſecrate your whole time to me: an aſſurance 


which I received with the greateſt pleaſure, as 


it is perfectly agreeable to the friendſhip in 
which we are united, and to the opinion which 
that excellent man your father 7 entertained 
of me. You have received more conſiderable 
ſervices, I confeſs, from the men who are, or 
lately were, in power, than any that I have been 
capable of conferring upon you: but in all other 
reſpects, there is no perſon whoſe connections 
with you are of a ſtronger kind than my own. 
It is with great ſatisfaction therefore that I find, 


This perſon is ſuppoſed by Manatius, to be the ſon of 
Quintus Pompeius, who obtained the name of Bithynicus, 
in honour of his conqueſts in Bithynia. ö 

Cicero mentions him in his treatiſe of celebrated ora- 
tors, as one with whom he had enjoyed a particuler friend- 
ſhip. He attended Pompey in his flight after the battle of 

Pharſalia, and periſhed with him in Egypt. Cic. de clar. 
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A.U. 709. you not only preſerve our friendſhip in your re- 


membrance, but are deſirous likewiſe of in- 
creaſing its ſtrength. Farewell. 


ET TER . 
Ins 


FF you ſhould have an opportunity, you may 
regiſter the money you mention : tho? indeed 
it is an acquiſitton which it is not abſolutely re- 
quilite to enroll *, However, it may perhaps 
be as well. | 

I have received a letter from Balbus, wherein 
he excuſes himſelf for not giving me an account 
of Antony's intentions concerning the law I in- 
quired after; becauſe he has gotten, it ſeems, a 
violent defluxion upon his eyes. Excellent ex- 
cuſe, it muſt be owned! For if a man is not 
able to write; moſt certainly, you know, he 
cannot diftate ! But let the world go as it will, 
ſo I may fit down quietly here in the country. 

I have written to Bithynicus.— As to what 
you mention concerning Servilius; you who 
are a young man may think length of days 
a deſirable circumſtance z; but for myſelf, I have 


s The cenſors every five years numbered the people: at 
which time each citizen was obliged to give an exact account 
of his eſtate. But if in the interval a man had made any 
new acquiſition, he was required to enter it before the 
prætor. 


na 
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no ſuch wiſh 9. Atticus nevertheleſs imagines, A. U. 09. 


that I am till as anxious for the preſervation of 
my life as he once knew me; not obſerving how 
firmly I have ſince fortified my heart with all the 
ſtrength of philoſophy. The truth of it is, he is 
now ſeized in his turn with a panic himſelf; and 
would endeavour to infect me with the ſame 
groundleſs apprehenſions. But it is my inten- 
tion to preſerve that friendſhip unviolated, which 
I have ſo long enjoyed with Antony“: and ac- 
cordingly I intend writing to him very ſoon. I 


9 Servilius Iſauricus died about this time, in an extreme 
old age: Manutius conjectures therefore, and with great 
probability, that Tiro in the letter to which the preſent is 
an anſwer, had given Cicero an account of this event, and 
at the ſame time expreſſed his wiſhes of living to the ſame 
advanced periog. 


Both Antony and Cicero ſeem to have been equally un- 
willing at this time, to come to an open rupture: but as to 
a real friendſhip between them, it is highly probable there 
never had been any, On the part of Antony at leaſt, there 
were ſome very ſtrong family-reaſons to alienate him from 
Cicero, For Antony's father married the widow of Len- 
tulus, whom Cicero had put to death as an accomplice in 
Cariline's conſpiracy ; and he himſelf was married to Ful- 
via, the widow of Clodius, Cicero's moſt inveterate enemy. 
Theſe alliances muſt ag ora mnen have made impreſſions 
upon Antony's mind, little favourable to ſentiments of 
amity ; and probably contributed, among other reaſons, to 
kindle that reſentment which terminated in Cicero's deſtruc- 
tion: But whatever the true motive of their enmity towards 
each other might have been ; the firſt coolneſs ſeems to have 
ariſen on the the ſide of Antony : and if Cicero had reſented 
it with greater moderation, he would have ated perhaps, 
with more prudence in regard to the public intereſt, as well 
as in reſpect to his qwn, Vid. Ad Ait. xiv. 19. 
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A. U. 709 ſhall defer my letter, however, till your return: 
put 1 do not mention this with any deſign of 


*. 


calling you off from the buſineſs you are tranſ- 
afting *, and which indeed is much more nearly 
my concern. | 

I expect a viſit from Lepta to-morrow : and 
ſhall have occaſion for all the ſweets of your con- 
verſation, to temper the bitterneſs with which his 
will be attended. Farewell. 


. 
To DoLaBELLAa, Conſul 3. 


Deſire no greater ſatisfaction, my dear Dola« 
bella, than what arifes to me from the diſin- 


' tereſted part I take in the glory you have lately 


acquired : however, I cannot but acknowledge, 
I am infinitely pleaſed to find, that the world 
gives me a ſhare in the merit of your late ap- 
plauded conduct, I daily meet in this place 


2 See rem. 2. p. 86. of this vol. 


3 Czſzr had appointed Dolabella to ſucceed him in the 
conſulſhip as ſoon as he ſhould ſet out upon his Parthian 
expedition; and accordingly Dolabella upon the death of 
Cæſar, immediately aſſumed the adminiſtration of that of- 
fice. His conduct in this critical conjuncture, had rendered 
it ſomewhat doubtful which fide he was moſt diſpoſed to 
favour : but an accident had lately happened which gave 
the friends of the republic great hopes that he would ſup- 
port the cauſe of the conſpirators. Some of Czfar's freed- 
men had erected a ſort of altar, upon the ſpot where his 


great 


Boox XII. or CICERO. 


oreat numbers of the firſt rank in Rome, who A.U.709. 
are aſſembled here for the benefit of their health, | 


as well as a multitude of my friends from the 
principal cities in Italy: and they all agree in 
Joining their. particular thanks to me, with 
thoſe unbounded praiſes they beſtow upon you. 
They every one of them indeed tell me, that 
they are perſuaded it is owing to your compli- 
ance with my counſels and admonitions, that 
you approve yourſelf ſo excellent a patriot and 
ſo worthy a conſul. I might with ſtrict truth 
aſſure them, that you are much ſuperior to the | 
want of being adviſed by any man; and that 
your aCtions are the free and genuine reſult of 
your own uninfluenced judgment. But altho? I 
do not entirely acquieſce in their compliment, 
as it would leſſen the credit of your conduct, if 
it ſhould be ſuppoſed to flow altogether from 
my ſuggeſtions; yet neither do I wholly reject 
it: for the love of praiſe is a paſſion, which I 
am apt, you know, ſomewhat too immoderately 


body had been burnt: at which the populace daily aſſembled 
in the moſt tumultuous and alarming manner. Dolabella, 
in the abſence of his collegue Antony, interpoſed his con- 
ſular authority in order to ſuppreſs this mob : and having 
cauſed the altar to be demoliſhed, he exerted a very ſeaſon- 
able act of ſeverity, by commanding the principal ring- 
leaders of the riot to be inſtantly put to pat” It was this 
that produced the following letter from Cicero, written from 
ſome place of public reſort, probably from the Baths of 
Baiz, Dio. p. 240. 267. Ad Att. xiv. 15. 


to 
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A. U. 70g. to indulge. Yet after all, to take counſel of a 
Neſtor, as it was an honour to the character 
even of that king of kings, Agamemnon him- 
ſelf, it cannot ſurely be unbecoming the dignity 
of yours. It is certainly at leaſt, much to the 
credit of mine, that while in this early period 
of your life “, you are thus exerciſing the ſu- 
pren:e magiſtracy with univerſal admiration and 
applauſe; you are conſidered as directed by my 
guidance and formed by my inſtructions, 

I lately paid a viſit to Lucius Czfar 5 at 
Naples; and tho? I found him extremely indiſ- 
poſed, and full of pain in every part of his body, 
yet the moment I entered his chamber he raiſed 
himſelf with an air of tranſport, and without 
allowing himſelf time to ſalute me, O my 
« dear Cicero, ſaid he, I give you joy of your 
e influence over Dolabella, and had I the ſame 
« credit with my nephew, our country might 


l — 2 n 

2 —Ü1Üm ate + the es =O 7 
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1 Dolabella was at this time no more than twenty-five 

ears of age: which was almoſt twenty years earlier than 

he could legally have offered himſelf as a candidate for the 

conſular dignity 3 the Roman laws having very wiſely pro- 

# vided that no man ſhould be capable of exerciſing this im- 
portant office till he had attained the age of forty-two. 


He was a diſtant relation to Julius Cæſar, and uncle 
to Mark Antony. Upon the celebrated coalition of the tri- 
umvirate, he was ſacrificed by Antony to the reſentment of 
Octavius: as in return, Cicero was delivered up to the ven- 
geance of Antony, But Lucius eſcaped the conſequence of 
this proſcription by the means of Julia, Antony's mother, 
Plut. in vit. Ant. 
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« now be preſerved. But I not only congratu- A. U. 70g. 


late your friend on his worthy conduct, but 
« deſire you would return him my particular 
« acknowledgments : as indeed he is the ſingle 
« conſul who has acted with true ſpirit, ſince 
« you filled that office.” He then proceeded 
to enlarge upon your late glorious action; re- 
. preſenting it as equal to the moſt illuſtrious and 
important ſervice, that ever was rendered to the 
commonwealth, And in this he only echoed 
the general voice of the whole republic, Suffer 
me then, to take poſſeſſion of thoſe encomiums 
to which I am by no means entitled: and in ſome 
ſort to participate with you in that general ap- 
plauſe you have acquired. To be ſerious how- 
ever, (for you will not imagine that I make this 
requeſt in good earneſt) I would much rather 
reſign to you the whole of my own glory, (if 
there be any indeed I can juſtly claim) than 
arrogate to myſelf the leaſt portion of that 
which is ſo unqueſtionably your due. For as 
you cannot but be ſenſible that I have ever 
loved you; ſo your late behaviour has raiſed 
that affection into the higheſt poſſible ardour : 
as in truth, there cannot be any thing more 
engagingly fair, more irreſiſtibly amiamble, 
than the patriot-virtues. I need not tell you 
how greatly the exalted talents and polite man- 
ners, 
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A. U. 709. ners, together with the ſingular ſpirit and pro- 


bity of Marcus Brutus, had ever enceared him 
to my heatt. Nevertheleſs, his late glorious 
atchievement on the ides of March, has won- 
derfully heightened that eſteem I bore him : and 


which 1 had always looked upon as too exalted 


to admit of any farther advance. In the ſame 
manner, who would have imagined that my 
friendſhip towards yourſelf was capable of. in- 
creaſe? yet it actually has increaſed fo very con- 
ſiderably, that the former ſentiments of my heart 
ſeem to have been nothing more than common 
affection, in compariſon of that tranſcendent 
paſſion which I now feel for you. 

Can it be neceſſary that I ſhould either exhort 
you to preſerve the glory you have acquired, 
or agreeably to the uſual ſtile of admonition, 
ſet before your view ſome animating examples of 
iluſtrious merit? I could mention none for this 
purpoſe, more forcible than your own : and you 


have only to endeavour to act up to the charac- 


ter you have already attained. It is impoſſible 
indeed, after having performed fo ſignal a ſervice 
to your country, that you ſhould ever deviate- 
from yourſelf. Inſtead therefore of ſending. you 
any unneceſſary exhortations, let me rather con- 
gratulate you upon this noble diſplay of your 
patriotiſm. It is your privilege (and a privilege, 
FL perhaps, 
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perhaps, which no one ever enjoyed before) to A. U. og. 

have exereiſed the ſeyereſt acts of neceſſary juſtice, 

not only without incurring any odium, but with 

the greateſt popularity: with the approbation of 

the loweſt, as well as, of the beſt; and higheſt 

amongſt, us,. If this were a circumſtance in 

whieh chance had any, Ware, 1 ſhould congratu- 

late your good fortune: but it was the effect of A | 

noble and undaunted reſolution, under the gui- 

dance of the ſtrongeſt and moſt "chlightened 
judgment. I ſay this, from having read the 

ſpeech you made upon this occaſion to the people; 

and never was any harangue more judiciouſty 

compoſed. Tou open and explain the fact with 

ſo much addreſi, and gradually riſe thro' the ſe- 

veral circumſtances in {a artful 4 manner, ag to | 
convince all the world that the affair was mature 
for your animadyerſton. In a word, you have 
delivered the commonwealth in general, as well 
as the city of Rome in particular, from the dan- 
gers with which they were threatened : and not 
only performed a ſingular ſervice to the preſent. 
generation, but ſet forth a moſt uſeful example 
for times to come. You will conſider yourſelf 
then, as the great ſupport of the republic: and 
remember, ſne expects that you will not only pro- 
tect, but diſtinguiſh thoſe illuſtrious perſons ® 
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our liberties.” But I hope T60r940 have an op- 


portunity -of- expreſſing my ſentiments to you 
more fully upon this fubjeck, in perſon. Ia the 


mean while, ſince you ate thus our glorious guar- 
dian and preſerver, 1 conjure you, my dear Dos 
labella, to take care of yoürſelf for the fake of 
che whole nr ee 0 9980 


ji lotet LINDE ban bag Sidon 
'S 5 1 — * communicated. a copy © of thi letter to Atticus. 
who N N to have much diſapproved of thoſe entomi 2 
with which it is ſo extravagantly, g The hypi 
indeed, ſeems to have been the prevai gure in 87 
rhetorie: and he generally dealt ãt oui fg ta bie weg 
and to his enemies, with more mth than diſcretion. 
the preſent inſtance at leaſt, ur") ad Uther very” kaffly in 
pw upon by appearances, Fired his/opinion of 
olabella's public 1＋ 1. and igns, according to 970 co- 
leur of his conduct towards” himiſef Perhaps both (theſe 
cauſes t goncur, in forme r 8 and ſudden va- 
riations which we find in our"author's ntiments at this pe- 
riad, with reſpect to the hero of che panegyric N 
For in a letter to Atticus, written very ſhortly after the 
ſent, he ſpeaks of Dolabella with high diſpleaſure; in 
another to the ſame perſon a few months later, he exclaims 
5 you! with much amy agg if xe ho" had not 
A ton do. e the Cau S, iber ty. 
Fry who rage be en One - far as in bin lay, entirely to 
ruin it. The heruſation ſeems to have been juſt: but it is « 
ſervable however, that in both the letters referred to, part 
Cicero's indignation ariſes from ſome perſonal ill treatment 
which he complains of having receiyed from Phe 
Pe. 4d Mt, xiv. 18. xvi. 9 
cih M or es  Q? 
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1 Have rccommended Ry, Orator (for Wars 18 A U. 70g. 
= the title which I have ; given to the "treatiſe 
1 promiſed. to ſend you) to the care of your! freed- 
wan Sabinus. 1 was induced to rruſt | it in his 


charges. from the good opinion ] I entertain of his 
countrymen * f if indeed. 1 1 guels : at his « coun- 


try. by,his name, and. he has not, like an 
ful candidate at an election, uſurped an 


— 19 dt und pi 


me actount has alte ready been ech Bf MN in 
—— wol. li. r upon his return from Spain 


| Ye inted him conſul with Quintus 
La by R and other” favours wir, fame 
kings — — ſuliciers to reſtrain im from 2 into 


the conſpir my which was ſoon aftetwards formed ag ay 
cn At yn ſame time therefore that — — 


Fall uy found it exped 7555 to leave Rome, Trebonius mw 
withdrew'into Afia ith had befote deen dtened 


(me ha prone neon he novo 2 wel. 
c 


to that government, wh re 1 letter was 

Dio p. #46, 4471 Ad At. 1150 ute ta 173 ahbibod 

9 Cicero ſuppoſes that Sabinus was -fo called, "za 
native of Sabima; a country in Italy, the inhabitants of 
 whieb,were celebrated ſor having long retained au . 
od ſimplieity of manners. Hanc alim weteres vilam golnars 
Sabri, in Virgil's concluſion of that charming d <0: 
which he gives of the pleaſing labours and. met recrea- 
tions of rural life. Georg. it. 532. 
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A. U. v0. lation to which he has no right *. However, 


there is ſuch a modeſty in his countenance, 
and ſuch an air of ſincerity in his converſation, 
that I am much deceived if he does not poſſeſs, 
in ſome degree at leaſt, the true Sabine ſimpli- 
city. But not to ſuffer him to take up any more 


of my paper: I will now turn, my dear Tre- 


bonius, to yourſelf. As there were ſome c- 
cumſtances attending your departure, that in- 
creaſed the affection I bear towards you; let 
me intreat you, in order to ſooth the uneaſinefs 
I feel from your abſence, to be as frequent a 
correſpondent on your part, as you ſhall certain- 
ly find me on mine. There are two reaſons in- 


deed, why you ought to be more fo: the firſt is, 


that as the republic can now no longer be conſi- 
dered as in Rome, but removed with its glorious | 
defenders; we who remain here muſt expect to 


receive from our provincial friends, what we uſed 


to tranſmit to them; an account, I mean, of 


the commonwealth. The next reaſon is, becaufe 
J have many other opportunities in your abſence, 


beſides that of writing, to give-you proofs of my 


c - vin 
I was an artifice ſometimes practiſed by the candidates 
for offices, in order to recommend themſelves to the | 
races of their 'conſtituents, to pretend a kindred to which 
they had no right, by aſſuming the name of ſome favourite 
and popular family. Manut. - | 


friendſhip: 


Book XII. or CICERO. tot 
friendſhip: whereas you have none, I think, A. U. 7 %ę, 
of teſtifying yours, but by the frequency of you 
letters. As to all other articles, I can wait; but 
my firſt and moſt impatient deſire is, to know 
what ſort of journey you have had; where you 
met Brutus *; and how long you continued toge- 

ther. When you are advanced farther- towards 
your province, you will acquaint me, I hope, 
with your military preparations, and with what- 
ever elſe relates to our public affairs: that I may 

be able to form ſome judgment of our ſituation. 

I am ſure at leaſt, T ſhall give no credit to any 
intelligence, but what I receive from your hands. 
In the mean time, take care of your health, and 
continue to allow me the ſame ſingular ſhare 
of your affeftion which I have always enjoyed. 
| * Brutus had not left Italy when Trebonius ſet out for 
Aſia, nor did he leave it till ſeveral months afterwards : ſo 
that the inquiry which Cicero here makes, muſt relate to 
ſome interview which he 9 Trebonius might have 


had with Brutus before the embarked. Vid. Ad A.. 
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\ Txxnoxtes to Cienno!, 


N Arrived 2 Athens on the 22 of this month ? 

where, agreeably to my wiſhes, I had the ſatiſ- 
faction of finding your ſon in the purſuit of 
the nobleſt improvements, and in the higheſt 
eſteem for his modeſt and | ingenuous behaviour 5, 
As you perfectly well know the place you poſſeſs 
in, my, heart, you will judge, without my telling 
you, how much pleaſure this circumſtance af. 
forded me. In conformity indeed to the un- 
feigned friendſhip which has ſo long been , ce- 
mented between us, I rejoice in every advantage 
that can attend you, be it ever ſo inconſiderable; 
much more therefore in one ſo important to your 
happineſs. - Believe me, my- dear Cicero, I do 
not flatter you when I ſay, chere is not a youth 
in all this ſeminary of learning more ardently 
devoted to thoſe refined and elevated arts, 
which are fo peculiarly your paſſion, or who in 
every view of his character is more truly ami- 
able, than our young man. I call him ours: for 


3 This letter FO! to have been 16s CM before the pre- 
ceding epiſtle had reached the hands of Trebonius. ä 


4 See the remarks on let. 37. of this book, _. 
F 1 be 
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be aſſured, I. cannot ſeparate, myſelf 45 any A. U. 709- 
ching with, which you are connected. It is wit 


great pleaſure therefore, as well as with ſtrict 


 juſtice,, I congratulate both you and myſelf, 


that a youth for whom we ought to have ſome 


affection whatever his diſpoſition might be, is f 


a character to deſerve our higheſt. As he inti- 
mated a deſire of ſeeing Aſia, I not only invited, 
but preſſed him to take the opportunity of viſit- 
ing that province whilſt I preſided there; and you 
will not doubt of my ſupplying your place in 
every tender office of paternal care. But that 
you way not be apprehenſive | this ſcheme 
will prove an interruption of thoſe, Kugies, to 
which, I know, he is continually animated by 
your exhortations; Cratippus * ſhall be of our 
party. Nor ſhall your ſon want my earneſt in- 
citements to advance daily in thoſe ſciences, into 


which he has * ** ſa ſucceſsful an en- 7 


trance. rb 


Iam wholly 8 of uban'h is 1 


ward at Rome; only 1 hear ſome uncertain 


rumours of commotions amongſt you. But 1 


hope there is no foundation for this report; that 
we may one day ſit down in the peaceful poſſeſ- 
ſion of our liberties, retired from the noiſe and 
buſtle of the world: a privilege which hitherto 


z dee rem. 3. p. 171. of chis vol. 
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A. U. 509. it has not been my fortune to enjoy. However, 
having had a ſhort relaxation from buſineſs dur- 


ing my voyage to this place, I ambſed myſelf 
with putting together a few thoughts, which I 
always defigned as a preſent to you. In this per- 
formance 1 have inſerted that lively obſervation 
which you formerly made ſo much ro my honour, 
and have pointed out by a note at the bottom, 
to whom I am indebted for the compliment. 
If in ſome paſſages of this piece, I ſhould ap- 
pear to have taken great liberties ; I ſhall be juſ- 
tified, I perſuade myſelf, by the character of the 
man at whom my inveRtive is aimed 5: and you 
will undoubtedly excuſe the juſt indignation 1 
have expreſſed againſt a petſon of ſuch infamous 
principles. Why, indeed, may I not be indulged 
in the ſame unbounded licence as was allowed to 
honeſt Lucilius 7? He could not be animated 
with greater abhorence of the vices, which he has 
ſo freely attacked; and certainly they were not 
more worthy of ſatyr than thoſe againſt _ | 
have inveighed. | 
I hope you will remember your promiſe, and 
take the firſt opportunity of introducing me as 
a party in ſome of your future dialogues. I doubt 
not if you ſhould write me thing upon the fob 


0 


6 Probably at Antony. 
7 See rem. 8. p. 319. vol. ii. 
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ject of Cæſar's death, that you will give an in- A. U. 709: 
ſtance of your friendſhip and your juſtice, by 


aſcribing to me no inconſiderable ſhare of that 
glorious tranſaction. | 

I recommend my mother and family to your 
good offices, and bid you farewell. 


Athens, May the 25th, 


1; ET: ET. AN AI. 


* 


To Marius“. 


Know not whether it is with greater pain or 
pleaſure, that I reflect on the viſit which I 
lately received from our very good friend, the 
well-naturd Trebatius. He called upon me the 


8 Tt is principally owing to this and the following letter, 
that the name and character of Matius are known to poſte- 
rity: as he is no where mentioned by any of the antient hi- 
ftorians of this memorable period. His ipviolable and diſin- 
tereſted affection to Cæſar, together with the generous con- 
rage with which be avowed that attachment when Cæſar 
was ho more; as they itrongly mark out the virtues of his 
heart, ſo they will beſt appear by his own ſpirited reply 
— © t epiſile, 155 Matius we " —— 

i is genius as his virtues : and he was 
Sell 8 liſhed in thoſe arts, which contribute — 
innocent pleaſure and embelliſhment of human life. Gar- 
dening and poetry, in particular, ſeem to have been his 
favourite amuſements: in the former of which, his coun- 
trymen were indebted to him for ſome uſeful improve- | 
ments; as they likewiſe were in the latter, for an e t g 
tranſlation of the Iliad. Calumel. xii. 44. Aul. Gel. vi- 6. 
IX. 4. , | | 

| 6 next 
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A.U.709 next morning after my arrival at Tuſculum: 
ad as he was by no means ſufficiently recovered 
from his late indiſpoſition, I could not forbear 
reproving him for thus hazarding his health. 
He interrupted me with ſaying, that nothing was 
of more importance to him than the buſineſs 
which brought him to my houſe : and upon my 
inquiry if any thing new had occurred; he imme- 
diately entered into an account of your com- 
plaints againſt- me. But before I give them a 
particular anſwer, let me begin with a few pre- 
vious reflections. N | 
Amongſt all my acquaintance, I cannot re- 
collect any man with whom I have longer enjoy- 
ed a friendſhip, than with yourſelf: and alth&* 
there are ſeveral for whom my affection com- 
menced as early, there are few for whom it has 
riſen fo high. The truth of it is, I conceived an 
eſteem for you from the firſt moment I ſaw you 
and I had reaſon to believe, that you thought of- 
me in the ſame favourable manner. But your long 
abſence fromRome, which immediately ſucceeded 
our firſt acquaintance, together with that active 
courſe of life wherein I was engaged, and which 
was ſo entirely different from yours, did not at 
that time, admit of our improving this mu- 
tual diſpoſition, by a more frequent inter- 
courſe. ' Neverthelefs, even ſo long ago as when 
| Cirlar 
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Cæſar was in Gaul, and many years: before the A. U. e 
commencement of the civil war, I experienced 
your friendly inclinations towards me. For as you 
imagined that my union with Cæſar would be 
gether unſerviceable on his; you generouſly re- 
commended me to his favour, and was the cauſe 
of his cultivating my friendſhip. I forbear to 
mention ſeveral inſtances which occurred at that 
period, of the unreſerved manner in which we 
both converſed and correſponded together: as 
they were followed by others of a more impor- 
tant nature. At the opening of the civil war, 
when you were going to meet Cæſar at Brundi- 
ſium, you paid me a viſit in my Formian villa. 
This Gingle favour,, had. it been attended with no 
other, was, at ſuch a critical juncture, an ample 
teſtimony of your affection. But can I ever 
forget the generous advice you ſo kindly gave 
me,at the ſame time: and of which Trebatius, 
I remember, was, himſelf a witneſs? Can I ever 
forget the letter you afterwards. wrote to me, 
when you went to join Ceſar | in the. diſtrict, if I 
miſtake not, of Trebula? It was foon after this, 
that either by gratitude, by honour, or perhaps by 
fate, I was determined to follow Pompey into 
Greece: and was, there any, inſtance. of an obliging 
zeal, which you did notexert in my abſence both 
-wond - 8 | Fr for 
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A. U. 09. for me and for my family? was there any one, in 


ſhort, whom either they or I had more reaſon 


to eſteem our friend ? But I returned to Brun · 
diſium: and can I forget (let me aſk once more) 
with what an obliging expedition you haſtened, 
as ſoon as you heard of my arrival, to meet me at 
Tarentum? How friendly were your viſits; how 
kind your endeavours to reaſon me out of that 


dejection, into which the dread of our general 


calamities had ſunk me ! At length, however, I 
returned to Rome: where every proof of the 

greateſt intimacy, and upon occaſions too of the 
moſt important kind, mutually paſſed between 
us. It was by your directions and advice, that I 
learned to regulate my conduct with reſpect to 
Cæſar: and as to other inſtances of your friend- 
ſhip; where was the man, except Cæſar him- 
ſelf, at whoſe houſe you more frequently viſited, 
or upon whom you beſtowed ſo many agreeable 
hours of your converſation? In ſome of which, you 
may remember, it was, that you encouraged me 
to engage in my philoſophical writings. When 
Cæſar afterwards returned from compleating his 
victories, it was your firſt and principal endeavour 
to eſtabliſh'me again in his friendſhip : and it was 
an endeavour, in which you perfectly well ſuc- 
ceeded. But to what purpoſe, you will aſk, per- 


haps, this long detail? Longer indeed I muſt ac- 


know - 
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knowledge it is, than I was myſelf aware: how e 
ever, the uſe I would make of theſe ſeveral circum- 

ſtances, is to ſhew you how much reaſon J have 

to be ſurpriſed, that you, who well know the 

truth of them, ſhould believe me capable 

of having acted inconſiſtently with ſuch power- 

ful ties. But beſides theſe motives of my attach- 
ment to you; motives known and viſible to the 

whole world; there are others of a far leſs 
conſpicuous kind: and which I am at a loſs 
to repreſent in the terms they deſerve. Every 
part indeed of your character I admire: but 
when I conſider you as the wiſe, the firm, and 
the learned companion; theſe, I confeſs, are the 
ſtriking points amidſt your many other iſluſtrjous 
qualifications, - with which I am particularly 
charmed. But it is. time to return to the com- 
plaints you have alledged againſt me. Be aſſured 
then, I never once credited the report of your 
having voted for the law you mentioned to Tre- 
batius: and indeed if I had, I ſhould have been 
well perſuaded that you were induced to concur 
in promoting it, upon ſome very juſt and rational 
motive. But as the dignity of your character 
draws upon you the obſervation of all the world; 
the malevolence of mankind, will ſometimes. give 
erer confirdcuons to . than moſt 
certainly 
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410 
A U. og. certainly they merit. If no inſtances of this 
— ad 3 


kind have ever reached your, knowledge, I knaw 
not in what manner to proceed in my jultificas 
tion. Believe me, however, 1 have always de- 
tended you upon theſe occaſions with the fame 
warmth and ſpirit, with which I am ſenſible you 
are wont to oppoſe, on your part, the calumnigs 
that are thrown out upon myſelf. Thus, with 
regard to the law I juſt now mentioned; Lhavs 
always peremptorily denied the truth of the 
charge: and as to your having been one of the 
managers af the late ? games; I have conſtantly 
offices that are due to the memory of a departed 
friend. In reſpect to the latter, however 3 you 


cannot be ignorant, that if Cæſar was really a 


tyrant, (as I think he was) your zeal may be | 


fTO HOME anni £317 +4 as ans 
At the time when Cæſar was killed, he was preparing, 
2 to a- vow which he had made at the battle 

Pharſalia, to exhibit ſome games in honour of Venus: a di- 
vinity, from whom he affected to be thought a defeendant. 
Octavius ſoon after his return to Rome, upon the death af 
Czſar, celebrated theſe games at his own ,expence : and 
Mattus undertook to be one of * managers. * Was 
a public mark. of reſpect paid to the memo 1. A 

2 tend to fg chr minds of the lde againſt we 
conſpirators; it gave much diſguſt ta the friends of we re: 
public: and Cicero, tis probable, was in the number of 
thoſe who had openly ſpoken of it with diſpleaſure. He 
did fo at leaſt,/in a letter to. Atticus. Fid. A dt. xv. . 


* = 


| Appian, Bel. Civil. ii. 4% 


4 It is with injuſtice (ſaid the celebrated queen of Swe- 
den) © that Caſar is acculcd, of being a tyrant, if to go- 
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conſidered in two very different views, It may A. 7 
be ſaid, (and it is an argument which I never fail 
to urge in your favour) that you ſhewed a very 
commendable fidelity, in thus diſplaying your af- 
fection to a departed friend. On the other hand, 
it may be alledged (and in fact it is alledged) that 
the Iiberties of our country ought to be far pre- 
ferable even to the life itſelf of thoſe whom we 
hold moſt dear. Fwifly you had been informed 
of the part I have always taken whenever this 
queſtion has been ſtarted. But there are two cir- 
cumſtances that reflect the brigheſt luſtre upon 
your character, and which none of your friends 
more frequently or more warmly commemorate, 
than myſelf; I mean your having always moſt 
. ſtrongly recommended pacific meaſures to Colas, 
and conſtantly [adviſed him to uſe his victoty 
mn} IO + in both be 8850 whole 


9 


«© vern Rome, e eee 
have performed to his country.“ "Tis certain, that the 
republic was well-nigh reduced to a ſtate of total anarchy, 
» Ceſar uſurped the command: but it is equally certain 
that he himſelf had been the principal author and fomenter 
of thoſe confafions, which rendered an abſolute authority the 
only poſſible expedient for reducing the commonyealth into 
a ſtate of tranquillity and order. If chis be true, it 
ſeems no very intricate ion to determine, what verdict 
ought to be paſſed upon Cæſar. But ſurely it is difficult to 
know by what principles Cicero can be acquitted; , who 
reviled t "I W cad, whom he Was the hiſt to flatter 
when 0 ii ins 


VE 
* + 


world 
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| | A. U. 709. world is agreed with me in . * ; 
| | merit. 

T think myſelf much obliged to our friend 
1 Trebatius, for having given me this occaſion uf 


juſtifying myſelf before you. And you will 
credit the profeſſions I: have here made; unleſs 
you imagine me void of every ſpark both of gra · 
titude and generoſty : an opinion, than which 
nothing can be more injurious to my ſentiments; 


or more unworthy of yours. Farewell. 
| | 3 a 0 
0 f & "<3 32933474 . 6:4 8 | 14 
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Marius to Ciczro. 


I Received great ſatisfaction from your letter; 
as it aſſured me of my holding that rank 
in your eſteem, which I have ever ' wiſhed and 
hoped to enjoy. Indeed I never doubted. of 
your good opinion: but the value I ſet-upon 
it, rendered me ſollicitous of preſerving it 
without the leaſt blemiſh. Conſcious, however, 
that I had never given juſt offence to any can- 
did and honeſt mind, I was the leſs diſpoſed to 
believe that you, whoſe ſentiments are exalted 
by the cultivation of ſo many generous arts, 
could haſtily credit any reports to my difadvan- 
tage: eſpecially as you were one for whom I had 
| at 
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at all times diſcovered much ſincere good will. A. U. 709% 


But as I have the pleaſure to find, that you think 
of me agreeably to my wiſhes ; I will drop this 
ſubje&, in order to vindicate myſelf from thoſe 
calumnies, which you have ſo often and with ſuch 
ſingular generoſity oppoſed. I am perfectly 
well appriſed of the refleftions that have been 
caſt upon me ſince Cæſar's death, It has been 
imputed to me, I know, that I lament the loſs 
of my friend, and think with indignation on the 
murderers of the man I loved. The welfare 
af our country, ſay my accuſers, (as if they 
had already made it appear, that the deſtruction 
of Cæſar was for the benefit of the common; 
wealth) “ the welfare of our country is to be 
< preferred to all conſiderations of amity.” It 
may. be ſo: but I will honeſtly confeſs, that I 
am by no means arrived at this elevated ſtrain af 
patriotiſm. Nevertheleſs, I took no part with 
Cæſar in our civil diſſentions: but neither did 
I deſert my friend, - becauſe I diſliked his mea- 
ſures. The truth is, I was fo far from-approy- 
ing the civil war, that 1 always thought it 
unjuſtifiable; and exerted my utmoſt endeavours 
to extinguiſh thoſe ſparks by which it was 
kindled. In conformity to theſe ſentiments, I did 
not make uſe of my friend's victory to the gra · 
tification of any lucrative or PIP purpoſes 

Vor, III. I of 
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8 70g of my own : as ſomeè others moſt ſhamefully did. 


. intereſt with Cæſar was much inferior to 
Far, in truth, from being a gainer by his 
e 1 ſuffered greatly in my fortunes by 
that very law which ſaved many of thoſe who 
now exult in his death, from the diſgrace of 
being obliged to fly their country. Let me 
add, that I recommended the vanquiſhed. party 
to his clemency, with the ſame warmth and 
zeal as if my own preſervation had been con- 
cerned. Thus defirous that all my fellow-citi- 
zens might enjoy their lives in full ſecurity, can 
J repreſs the indignation of my heart againſt the 
aſſaſſins of that man, from whoſe generoſity this 
privilege was obtained: eſpecially as the ſame 
hands were lifted up to his deſtruction, which 
had firſt drawn upon him all the odium and envy: 
of his adminiſtration. Let I am threatened, it 
ſeems, with their vengeance, for daring to con- 
demn the deed. Unexampled inſolence ! that 
ſome ſhould glory in the perpetration of thoſe 
crimes, which others ſhould not be permitted 
even to deplore ! The meaneſt ſlave: has ever 
been allowed to indulge without controle, the 
fears, er RL IO ICE | 
. "The 1 alluded js 5 5 that which Ceſar | 
enacted for the relief of thoſe who had contracted debts 


before the commencement of the civil war: of which tee, 
rem. 11. p. 260. vol. = | | 


3 " a4 4 $ Hut 
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but theſe our aſſertors of Hkberty,; as they call &. U. 405; 


themſelves, endeavour to extort from ine by 


their menaces, this common privilege af every 
creature: Vain and impotent endeavours l no 
dangers ſball intimidate me from acting up to 
the generous duties of friendſhip and humanity 
perſuaded as I have ever been, chat death in an 


honeſt cauſe ought never to be ſhunned, and 
frequently to be courted. Tet why does it thus 


move their diſpleaſure; if I only wiſn that they 
may repent of what they- have perpetrated? for 
wiſh, I will acknowledge I do, that both they 
and all the world may regret the death of Cæſar. 
< But as a member, ſay they, of the common- 


« wealth; you ought above all things to deſire 
its pteſervation. Now that I ſincerely do fe; 


if the whole tenor of my paſt conduct, and all 
the hopes I can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to enter. 
tain, will not ſuffictently: evince ; I ſhall not 


attempt to prove it by my profeſſions . I conjute 
you then to judge of me, not by what others may 

ſay, but by the plain tendency of my actions: and 
if you believe J have any intereſt in the tram 
quillity of the» republic; be aſſured that I wilt 
have no communication with thoſe, who would 
impiouſly diſturb its peace. Shall I renounee 


indeed thoſe: patriot principles I ſteadily purſued 


in ws youth, A ns. 
2 * 2 
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A. U. 509 might have pleaded ſome excuſe for errors? 
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Shall -I in the ſober ſeaſon of declining age, 


wantonly unravel at once the whole fair con- 
texture of my better days? Moſt aſſuredly not: 
nor ſnall I ever give any other offence than in 


bewailing the ſevete cataſtrophe of a moſt inti- 
mate and illuſtrious friend! Were I diſpoſed to 
act otherwiſe, I ſhould ſcorn to deny it: nor 
ſhould it be ever faid, chat I covered my crimes 
Nr e OTA to avow what | ſcrupled 


not to commit. 


Boten yedeced te of ah © 
os againſt me: it is farther alledged, that 1 


prefided at thoſe games which the young Octa- 
vius exhibited in honour of Cæſar's victories. 


The charge, I confeſs, is true: but what con- 


nection has an act of mere private duty, with 
the concerns of the republic? It was an office 
not only due from me to the memory of my 
departed friend, but which 1 could not refuſe 
to that" illuſtrious youth; his » moſt worthy heir. 
I am reproached alſo with having been frequent 
in paying my viſits of compliment to Antony: 
Yer you will find that the very men he ĩmpute 
this as a mark of diſaffection to my country, 

appeared much more frequently at his levee, 
either to ſollicit his favours or to receive them. 
ym. 7 I alk, 


* 
* 1 
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aſk, more inſufferably arrogant than this accu- A. U. 79%; 
ſation ? Cæſar never oppoſed wy aſſociating with 
whomſoever I thought proper, even tho” it were 

with perſons hom he himſelf diſapproyed : "rr 
ſhall the men who have crueNy robbed me of 
one friend, attempt likewiſe by their malicious 
inſinuations, to alienate me ſrom another? Burt 
not, diſcredit all reports that may hertafter be 
raiſed; to may. diſadvantage : and Liam perſuaded 
that even thoſe who hate me for my attachment 
to Cæſar, would rather chopſe a friend of my 
affairs ſhould permit me, it is my reſalution to 
ſpend the remainder of my days at Rhodes. But 

if any accident ſhould tender it neceſſary for me 

to continue at Rome; my ections ſhall, evipce, 
that I am ſincerely deſirous of my country's wel- 
fare. In the mean time, I am much obliged to 
Trebatius for ſupplying you with an oceaſion 
of ſo freely. laying open to me the amicable. 
ſentiments of your heart ; as it affords me an 
additional reaſon for cultivating a friendſhip with 
one whom I have ever E to eſteem. 
Farewell. A 
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Friendſmp,” we ſhould"nor trouble you with 
A Pech app Rede 7 which in Levtidones 
of both, we doubt not of et receiving in the 
moſt favourable manner. Gr vod n 18d. 

We are informed that 1 numbers of the 
veteran troops are already arrived in Rome, and 
that many more are expected by the firſt of June. 
Our ſentiments would be extremely changed 
indeed, if we entertained any fears or ſuſpicions 
with regard to yourſelf. However as we re. 
| Highied ourſelves entirely to your direction, and 
in compliance with your advice, not only pub- 
liſhed an edict, but wrote circular letters in order 
to diſmiſs our friends who came to our aſſiſtance 
from̃ the municipal towns; we may juſtly look 
upon ourſelves as worthy of being admitted into 

a ſhave of your gouncils: OOO ORIG 

3 They hed been appointed miges for the — — year, 
Ceſar. The reader has a ready been 1 that 
rutus and Caſſius finding it neceſſary ſoon after the aſſaſ- | 
nation. of Czſar, to withdraw from Rome, retired to a. 


villa of the former at Lanuvium : from whence this letter 
Vas probably written, 


«+ ans 


- 


11 4 e 1 wherein 


Buck XII. ox 1 @HCERO. .. 7 


wherein we are particularly concerned. It is opr A. U. 729 


joint requeſt therefore, that you would explicitly , 

acquaint us with your intentions, and whether 
you imagine we dan peſlibly be ſafe amidſt ſuch, 
2 multitude; of ;veteran-troops,.. who. have even 
ſome deſigu, we are told, of replacing the altar +. 
which was erected, to Ceſar : à deſign, ſurely 
which no- one can wiſn may meet with your 
approbation, Who has any regard to our credit 
or ſecurity 3. It has ſufficiently appeared, that 
from. the beginning of this affair, we have had 
view. to the, public tranquillity, and haye aimed 

at nothing more than the recovery of our com- 

mon liberties,.,, No man except yourſelf has it 
in his power to deceive us; becauſe we never 
have truſted, not ever will truſt, any other: and 
moſt certainly you have too much /inregriry 10 
betray the confidence we have. repoled-. in you, 
Our friends, however, notwithſtanding that they 
have the ſame. reliance upon your good-faith, 
are greatly alarmed for our ſafery; as they think 
ſo large a body. of veterans may much more 
eaſily be inſtigated to violent meaſures by ill- 
deſigning men, than they can be reſtrained * 


4 See rem. 3. p. 92. of this vol. 


5 Becauſe the ſuffering of divine honours to be raid to 
Czſar, would. neceſſarily impreſs the higheſt ſentiments of 
him upon the minds of the * * and conſequently 

tend to incenſe them againſt thoſe who were concerned in 


king ayay his life. 
| I 4 | your 


oy 
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A. U. og. your influence and authority. We intreat you” 
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therefore, to return us a full and ſatisfactory! 
anſwer. To tell us that you ordered theſe troops 
to march to Rome, as intending to move the 
ſenate in June next, concerning their“ affairs; is 
amuſing us with a very idle and trifling reaſon: 
for as you are aſſured that we ſhall not attempt 
to obſtruct this ? deſign; ſrom what other quar- 
ter can you poſſibly ſuſpect that it will be op. 
poſed? In a word, it cannot be thought that we 


it is conſidered, that no accident can happen to 


our perfons without involving the whole republic 
* the moſt Gaingerous commotions. nn 


3&3 


. Antony 5 pretended make * — * this] 
of veteran troops, was in order to procure a ratification 
from the ſenate. of thoſe grants of lands which had * 
made to them by Cæſar, as a reward of their ſervices: 
his true reaſon was to ſtrengthen his hands __— GK wh 
ſhould attempt to oppoſe his meaſures. 


7 The conſpirators had given public es to t 


veteran troops, (he they — endeavour to Ali 
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IEVE me, my Caſlius, Praia — is A. U. 70g. | 
the perpetual ſubject of my meditations, 2 
or to expreſs the ſame thing in other words, 

you and Marcus Brutus are never out of my 
thoughts. It is upon you two, indeed, together 
rectionꝰ: which had ſpread fo wide and gathered 
eee 

this mob n e 

we have nothing farther to ſear from any future 
attempt of the ſame kind. Many other fears, 
however, and very conſiderable ones two, fil 
remain with us: and it entirely reſts upon you, 

in conjunction with your. illuſtrious aſſociates, 

to remove them. Yet where to adviſe you to 

begin for that purpoſe, I muſt acknowledge 
myſelf at a loſs. To ſay truth, it is the tyrant 

alone, and not the tyranny, from which ve 

ſeem to be delivered: bor altho' che man indeed 


ths wm. p. 92. of this vol.” 
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A. U. 70g. is deſtroyed, we till ſervilely maintain all his 


tune is, that I know not where this extravagaſ 
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deſpotic ordinances. ,We do more: and under the. 
pretence of carrying his deſigns into execution, 
we approve of meaſures which even he himſelf 
would never have purſued 9. And the misfor- 


will end. When TI refle&/ on the laws that 
enacted, on the immunities that are granted; on 
the immenſe largeſſes that are diſtributed on the 
exiles that are recalled; and on the fictitious de · 


erees that are publiſhed; the only effect that ſeems 


to have been produced by Cæſar's death is, tliat 
it has extinguiſhed the ſonſe of our ſervitude; 
and the abhorrence of that deteſtable uſurper: 
as all the diſorders into which he threw the re- 
public, ſtil} continue. Theſe are the evils there: 
fore, which it is incumbent upon you and your 
patriot coadjutors to redreſs: for let not my 


10 79 ns 


2A few days after Cæſar's death, Antony aſſembled the 
ſenate in the temple of Tellus, in order to take into con- 
ſideration the ſtate of public affairs. The: reſult af their 
deliberations was, to decree a general act of oblivion af 
what was paſt, and to confirm. the ſeveral nominations to 
NN and other grants, Which had been made by 
Cziar. This was a very prudent and neceſſary meaſure, 
in order to preſerve the * tranquillity : and it was 
rincipally. procured by the, authority. and eloquence 


0 
Cicero. But Antony ſoon ' perverted it to his own Sa 


tious purpoſey : for being appointed to i e IS 
of n forged Lag ar modell 2 * 25 U 


fuited his own deſigus; diſpoſing” of every thing as be 


thought proper, under the authority of this decree, Die, 
Ps £50» 250, p ER) % SO <q £ fi) 
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friends imagine, that chey have yet completed AU; Not 


their work. The obligations, it is true, which 
the republic has already received from you, are 
far greater than I could have ventured to hope : 
ſtill however her demands are not entirely ſatiſ- 
fied; and ſhe promiſes herſelf yet higher ſervices 
from ſuch brave and generous benefactors. Lou 
have revengzedd her i injuries, by the death of her 
oppreſſor : but you have done nothing more. 
For tell me, What has ſhe yet recovered of her 
former biste and luſtre? Does fhe not obey 
the will'of that tyrant now he is dead, whom ſhe 


could not endure when living? And do we not, 


inſtead of tepealing his public laws, authenticate 
even his privare memorandums ? You will tell 


me, perhaps, (and you may tell me with truth) 


that I concurted in paſſing a decree for that pur- 
pole! It was in eompliance, however, with pub. 
lic circumſtances : a regard to which is of much 
conſequenee in political deliberations of every 
kind.” But there are ſome however, who have 


| moſt” immoderately and ungratefully ; abuſed the | 


conceſſions we found it thus neceſſary to make, 
I hope very ſpeedily to diſcuſs this and many 
other points. with you in perſon. In the mean 
time be perſuaded, that the affcction I have 
ever borne to my country, as well as my parti- 
cular friendſhip to yourſelf, renders the advance. 
(2 ment 
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| opinion; and I could not but look with admira- 
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A. U. 50 · ment of your credit and eſteem with the Pe 
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L ETTER” XVI. ki 
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＋ HE Paid and 7 which your let⸗ 
ter has ſo freely given me in relation to 

my leaving Italy „together with what you faid 
to Atticus in a late converſation upon this ſub- 
ject, have greatly contributed, be can bear me 
witneſs, to diſpel thoſe doubts that occurred on 
which· ever ſide I viewed this queſtion. I have 


ever thought indeed, that no man was more ca- 


| 555 of forming a right judgment, nor more 


ithful in communicating it, than yourſelf : as 
I am ſure I very particularly experienced, i in the 
beginning of the late civil wars. For when 1 
conſulted you in regard to my following Pompey, 
or remaining in Italy; your advice, I remem - 
ber, was, chat 1 ſhould act as my honour 
« directed.“ This ſufficiently diſcovered your 


. * The MSS. vary in the name of ce perſon 19 whom 
letter is addreſſed, ſome writing it Appius, and o 


| thi lever It rhe latter be the true reading, Perhaps he is 


p. 134. vol. i i. 


tis of whom e bam Pres in tem 
"a erm, p 86. of this vol. 


tion 


Boon XII. or CICERO. 


5 


duo on ſo remarkable an inſtance of your ſince- A. U. eg. 
ho ems 


rity. For notwithſtanding} your ſtrong attach- 
ment to Cæſar, who, you had reaſon to think, 
would have been better pleaſed if I had purſued 
a different conduct; yet you rather choſe I ſhould 
to his inclination. My friendſhip for you, how- 
ever, did not take its riſe from this period: for 
was ſenſible that I enjoyed a ſhare in your eſteem, 
long before the time of which I am ſpeaking. I 
ſhall ever remember indeed, the generous ſer- 


vices you confetred both upon myſelf and my 


family, during the great misfortunes 'which I 
ſuffered in my exile : and the ſtrict intimacy 
in which we converſed with each other after my 
return, as well as the ſentiments which upon all 
occaſions I profeſſed to entertain of you, are cir- 
cumſtances Which none who were inclined to ob- 
ſerve them, could poſſibly overlook. But you 


gave me a moſt diſtinguiſhing proof of the good 


fidelity, by the unreſerved reſignation of ur 


heart to me, after the death of Cæſar. I ſhould 
think myſelf therefore a diſgrace to human na- 
ſentiments, by every kind of good office in my 
power, as well as by the return of my warmeſt 
affection. Continue yours to me, my dear Op- 
ast! $ pius, 


126 Tur LETTERS Boow XH. 
A. v. 709: pius, I intreat you: a requeſt however, Which 
"Y I prefer more in compliance with the cuſtomary 
form, than as thinking it in the leaſt neceſſary. 
I recommend all my affairs in general to your 
protection, and leave it to Atticus to inform 
you in what particular points I deſire your ſer- 
vices. When 1 ſhall be more at leiſure, you 
may expect a longer letter. In the mean time 
take care of your health, as the moſt agreeable 
inſtance you can give me of your friendſhip. 


LETTER XVI. 
| To Trzvarivs. 


1* the more enamoured with this city 4, 

becauſe I find you are much the favourite of 
every body in it. But I know not, in truth, 
where you are otherwiſe : and I ſhould rather 
have told you, that even the abſence of your 
freed · man Rufio ĩs no leſs regretted among them, 

4 | ae 1 il B41 
_ + Cicero, after much debate with himſelf concerning the 
voyage which he mentions in the preceding letter; at 
length fixed his reſolution and embarked. ' He ſailed along 
the weſtern coaſt of Italy . towards Rhegium: but came 
aſhore every night in order to lodge at the villa of ſome 
friend, He was in this manner purſuing his yo73ge, ingp 
Greece, when he wrote the preſent letter, from Velia: a 


„ R 4 f 
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than if he were a perſon of as much conſequence 4. U. veg. 
as you and I. However I by no means diſap -- 


prove of your having called him from hence, 
in order to ſuperintend the buildings you are 
carrying on in the Lupercal 5. For notwith- 
ſtanding your houſe at Velia is altogether as agree 
able as that which you have in Rome; yet 1 
ſhould prefer the latter to all the poſſeſſions you 
enjoy here. Nevertheleſs, if you ſhould take 
the opinion of a man whoſe advice you ſeldom 
reject, you will not part with your patrimonx 
on the banks of the noble Heles, nor forſake a 
villa which had once the honour of belonging 
to Papirius: an intention which the citizens of 
Velia are in ſome fear leſt you ſhould entertain. 
But altho' it be incommoded indeed by the great 
concourſe: of ſtrangers: who viſit the adjoining 
grove; yet that objection may eaſily be removed, 
you. know, by cutting down“ this impertinent 


3 q 3 


A range of buildings in Rome, ſo called from an antient 
temple of the ſame name which had been formerly erected 
upon that ſpot to the god Pan. Dion. Halicarn. I. 24. 


Groves were generally conſecrated to ſome divinity ;. 
this ſeems to have beta by the number of . 
frequented it on a religious account. Inſtead of 

therefore, which is the reading adopted by Manutius, 
and followed in the trauſlation, ſome of the commentators 
have thought it ſhould be /arum ; becauſe, if it were a con- 
ſecrated grove, it could not be cut down without commit- 
ting an act of impiety. But this objection is founded upon 
the miſtake that Cicero ſpoke in a ſerious ſenfe, what he 
ſeems plainly to have intended in a ludicrous one. 
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Vritten concerning the pleaſures of the palate. 
Agreeable phyſician! how eaſily will he make 
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AY. n which will prove a very conſiderable 


advantage likewiſe both to your packet and your 
proſpect. To ſpeak ſerioully; it is a great cons 
venience, eſpecially in ſuch diſtracted times as 
the preſent, to be poſſeſſed of an eſtate which 


affords you a refuge from Rome, in a pleaſant 
and healthy ſituation, and in a place where you 


are ſo univerſally beloved. To theſe conſidera» 
tions I will add, my deat Trebatius, that, per- 
haps, it may be for my advantage alſo that you 
ſhould not part with this villa. But whatever 
you may determine, take care both of yourſelf 
and my affairs: and expect to ſee me, if the 
gods permit, before the end of the year. 

I have purloined from Sextius Fadius, one of 
Nico's diſciples, a treatiſe which the latter has 


me a convert to his doctrine! Our friend Baſſus 
was ſo jealous of this treaſure, that he endea- | 
voured to conceal it from me: but I imagine, 


by the freedom of your table-indulgencies, that 


he has been leſs reſerved in communicating the 
ſecrets of it to you. The wind has juſt now 


turned to a favourable Paint. ſo chat | avall dia | 


you farewell. | 
Velia, July the 20th. 
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V. 901 ſee the iniueincs" you the ny met A. U. 76g 
tho? indeed it is not greater than what you 1] 
are juſtly entitled to, from that equal return of 

Me ty you make to mine. I could hot thert- 

fore be eaſy 1 in the reflection, 1 Will not ſay of 

having abſvlutely refuſed, but of 1 not having com- 

plied however with the requeſt 3 you made me, 

when we were lately togeihel. 1 7 8% as 

ſoon as. ſet fail from Velia, 1 erpployed myſelf 

in drawing up the treatiſe you defired, upon 

the plan of Ariſtotle's ropics?: "as indeed "1 

could not look upon a city in which you are 

ſo generally beloved, without being reminded 

of my friend. 1 now ſend you. t the produce of a 
my meditations : which I have Egdeavourey' i to 

expreſs with all the perſpicuity cat a ſubject of 

this nature will admit. Nevertheleſs, if ſome ' 
paſſages ſhould appear dark ; you muſt do mie 


7 The treatiſe yo mentioned, is ſtiſl extant among | 
U s works: and appears to be a fort of efitothg of hat ; 7 
Ap ; 


otle had long before publiſhed upon the ſame ſalject. 
The principiFelign of it is, to point out the ſeveral — 


whence arguments u pon every queſtion may be derived. 
You b. III. K | the 
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A. U. ye. the juſtice to remember, that no ſcience can be 


rendered perfectly intelligible, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of a inaſter to explain and apply its rules. 
To ſend you no farther for an inſtance, than to 
your own profeſſion ; could a knowledge of the 


law be acquired merely from books? Un- 
doubtedly it could not: for altho* the treatiſes 


which have been written upon that ſubject, are 
extremely numerous; yet they are by no means 
of themſelves ſufficient inſtructors, without the 
help of ſome learned guide to enlighten their 
obſcuricies. | However, with reſpect to the db- 
ſervations in the preſent performance; if you 
give them a frequent and attentive peruſal, you 
will certainly be able to enter into their mean- 
ing: but the ready application of them, can 
only be attained by repeated exerciſe. And in 
this exerciſe I ſhall not fail to engage you, if 1 
ſhould return ſafe into Italy, and find the repub- 
lic in a ſtate of repoſe. Farewell. 

| Rhegiuni?, July the 28th. bs | 
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Bi ſea- the weſtern een | 
to Sicily: 7 no called "ew Up 
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BzuTus and CAsstus, Pretors ?, to Axroxv, 
| Conſul. | 


HE letter we have received from you, A. U. 709. 


is altogether agreeable to your late con- 
tumelious and menacing edict; and by no means 
becoming you to have written to u. We have 
in no ſort, Antony, given you any juſt provo- 
cation: nor eduld we have imagined, that you 
would look upon it as any thing extraordinary, 
if inveſted as we are with the high authority of 
prætors, we thought proper in a public manifeſto 
to ſignify our requeſts to the conſul. But if it 
raiſes your indignation that we preſumed to take 
this liberty as prætors, allow us to lament, that 
you ſhould not indulge us in it at leaſt as 
friends. | ee 
We receive it as an inſtance of your juſtice, 
that you deny ever having complained of our 
9 The pretors epuld not Jey ally abſent theme from 
Rome for above ten days; anleß they obtained a ſpecial di- 
Fa from the ſenate for that purpoſe. Brutus and 
aſſius therefore not thinking it ſafe to truſt themſelves in the 
city, publiſhed a fort of manifeſto directed * as 
conſul, J him to move the ſenate for this licenſe in 
their favour. Antony, inſtead of complying with their requeſt; 
ſeems to have anſwered it b des a manifeſto on his 
part, which was followed likewiſe by 2 private letter chät 
produced the preſent cpiftt u. 
K 2 levying 
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A. U. 70g. levying troops and contributions, and making 


applications to the armies both at home and 
abroad to riſe in our defence: a charge, which 
we likewiſe diſavow in eyery particular. We 
cannot but wonder, however, ſince you were 
filent upon this head, that you ſhould be ſo little 
able to command yourſelf upon another, as to 
reproach us with the death of Cæſar. 

We leave it to your own reflections to de- 
termine what ſentiments it ought to create in us, 
that the prætors of Rome, in order to preſerve 


the tranquillity and liberties of the common- 


wealth, cannot publiſh. a manifeſto declaring 
their defire of retiring from the execution of their 
office, without being inſulted by the conſul. Tis 
in vain, however, that you would intimidate us 
by your arms: for it would ill become the ſpi- 


rit we have ſhewn, to be diſcouraged by dangers 


of any kind. As little ſhould Antony attempt 
to uſurp an authority over thoſe, to whom he is 
himſelf indebted for the liberty he enjoys. To 
the ee | and independent, the menaces of any 
man are perfectly impotent. Had we a deſign 
therefore of having. recourſe to arms; your 
letter would be altogether i ineffectual. to deter us 
from our purpoſe. But you are well convinced, 


that no conſideration can prevail with us to re- 
rre the flames of a civi war: and perhaps | 


A yo 
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you arcfolly threw out theſe menaces, in order A.U. Tag. 
to perſuade the world that our pacific meaſures ae 
are the effect, not of choice, but timidity. 
To ſpeak plainly our ſentiments; we wiſh to 
ſee you raiſed to the higheſt honours : but to ho- 
nours that are conferred by a free republic. Ir is 
our deſire likewiſe. not to engage with you in „ 
conteſts: but we muſt add, that the poſſeſſion gf ——- 
our liberties is of far higher value in our eſteem 
than the « enjoyment of your friendſhip. Well 
conſider what you undertake, and how far you 
may be able to carry it into execution; reflect. 
ing, not how many years Cæſar was permitted 
to live, . but how ſhort a period he was ſuffered 
to reign !. In the mean while, we implore the 
gods to inſpire you with ſuch counſels as may 
tend to the adyantage both of yourſelf,” and of. 
the commonwealth. But ſhould they prove other- 
wiſe, we wiſh that the conſequence may be as 
little detrimental to your own intereſt, as ſhall 
be conſiſtent with the dignity 15 ſafety of the 
republic. Ys Fatah is 01 2 640 5 
Augulk the 4h; gs af Kol * - 
2. Cafar did not continue 5 * bre months 3 in a 
— enjoyment of his uſurpation: for he returned to 


e from the conqueſt of Pompey's ſons in * in the 


month of October 708, and was eee in the n 
gs. ft a2 7071 56. ia 
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„LETTER Xx. 


To PLancys?, . 


A.U.709. Had left Rome, and was actually on my voy: 


* 


age to Greece, when I was recalled by tho 
general voice of the republic * : but the condu& - 
ACS . 2 1 ks 4 4 In 3 13 4 
of Marc Antony ever ſince my return, has not 


Some general account of Plancus has already been given 
in rem, 6. p. 221. vol. ii. In the beginning of the preſent 
year he was appointed by Cæſar, governor of the farther. 
aul: where, he now was, at the head of three legion 
He is ſaid during his reſidence in that province, to hav 
founded the city of Lions. Upon the death of Cæſar, to 
whom he had been warmly attached, Cicero employed all his 
art to engage him on the ſide of the ſenate: and Plancus 
after much heſitation at length declared himſelf econdingly, 


But this declaration ſeems to have been entirely the effe 


a belief, that the rupture between Antony and the ſenate was 
upon the point of being accommodated : it is certain at leaſt 
that it was not ſincere. For Plancus ſoon afterwards betrayed 
the cauſe he had thus profeſſed to ſupport, and went over with 
his troops to Antony. Pigh. aaf ii. 468. Senec. Ep. 91. 
Vel. Patert. ii. 63. See note 11, p. 384. of this vol. 
3 The principal motive of Cicero's intended voyage into 
Greece, was in order to avoid the danger of taking part in 
a ciyiſiwar, which he apprehended would faon break out 
between Antony and young Pompey ; the latter being ex- 


| pected from Spain, at the head of a conſiderable army. But 


as his leaving Italy at fo critical and important a conjunEure, 
might juſtly 'expoſe him to the cenſure of anworthily deſert. 


og ea © 
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rmitted me to a moment of a The A; 799; 
Pe enjoy repo 


ferocity (for to call it pride would be ĩmputing 
A vice to him which is nothing uncommon) the 
ferocity of his temper is ſo exceſſiye, that he can- 
not bear a word, or evem a look; which is animat- 
ed with the leaſt ſpirit of liberty. It is this that 
fills my heart with a thouſand diſquietudes: but 
diſquietudes, in which my own preſervation. is by 
no means concerned. Na, my friend, have nothing 
farther to wiſh with reſpect to myſelf; whether l 
conſider the years to Which I am arrived , the ac- 
tions chat I have performed, or the glory (if that 
may be mentioned as of any value in the account) 
with which they have been crowned. All my 
anxiety is for our country alone; and the more 
ſo, my dear Plancus, as r appointed tor 


2 HIDOOgr 2007 128 1437+ Nad en 519 
evertheleſs he purſued his voya _ and arrived i in Sicil, 
m nnen he pur poſed to ftretch over into Greece: — 4 
temptin Fe 2 blown back by contrary 
vad on the bowl v4 Upon his going aſhore in order 
to-refreſh himſelf, — — ee by — of the principal 
inhabitants of that part of the country who were juſt arrived 
from Rome, that chere were great hopes Antony would accom- 
N airs to the general | Gatisfag ion ot all parties, This 
followed p etter Fan Atticus preſf him to 
Fa „his 9 — nded voyages as alſo' by an — * wich 
rutus, who likewiſe 7 his diſapprobation of that 
ſcheme. Upon theſe! t&n fiderations therefore he gave up 
all farther thoughts of Greece, and immediately returned to 
Rome. id. Ad A. ne 22. W * , 33. 
Wi. 6, 7* 225 Ire e 


eee ip i fey is Gl es. 75 
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AU Jog. your fuccefſion to the conſular office tz 18 rs 
WW mate; that it is rather to be wiſhed, than ex- 


pected, that we ſhould be able to preſerve: our 
liberties ſo long alive. What rational hopes indeed 
can poſſibly be entertainedʒ chere a common wealth 
is totally oppreſſed by the arms of the moſt violent 
and outragious of men z where neither the ſenute, 
nor the people have any authority ; where neither 
lavs nor juſtice prevail. and in one word; where 
there is not the leaft trace ar ſhadow of civil 
government remaining? But as you receive, I 
imagine, the) public accounts of hat is tranſ- 
acted amongſt us; I need not deſcend into detail 
of particulars. Let me rather, in conſequenct of 
that affection I bear you, and which has been ſtill 
increaſing from our earlieſt youth; det me rather 
remind and exhort you, to turn all your thoughts 
and cares tawards the republic. If it ſhould not be 
utterly deſtroyed ere you enter upon the conſular 
office, it may without difficulty be ſteered tight; 
Tho I wn Of thatmuch vigilance; as well as great 
good fortune muſt concur, in order to preſetye 
it to Mat defirable period. But 1 hope we may 
3 you here, ſomewhat before chat time ſhall 


ro ea 


4110. 1 1s 
A6 Hat the number of thoſe whom Ceſar had 
named to the, conſulate, in that general defignation of 


magiſtrates which he made a ſhort time before his death. But 


as Plancus ſtodd laſt in the lift, his turk was not to co nce 
fill the year 714, bh 


u 
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arrive. Mean while, beſides the inducements A. U. y0g, 
that ariſe tame from my regard to the well-being * 


of the republic, you may be aſſured that from 
my particular attachment likewiſe' to/ yourſolf, 


] ſhall exert my utmoſt efforts for the advance- 
ment of your credit and honours, By t theſe wens 
I ſhall have the ſatisfaction to diſcharge at once 
the dyries I owe, both to my country and to y 
friend: to that country which. is the object of : 
my. warmeſt affections, and to that friend whoſe 
amity l 1 would moſt religiouſly cultivate, | + kc 
I am extremely rejoiced, though by no means 
ſurpriſed, | to find that you treat Furnius ' agree- 
ably. to his rank and merit. Be allured that 
whatever fayours you ſhall think proper t6 confer 


upon him, I ſhall conſider them as fo many ith- 


mediate inltances of your to my fell. 
Fat * Den 2112 YO WIICOUTTOGTY na 
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| Dromcus mana, Conſul 1elect,: to A 
A. U. 709. 


F 1 entertained the leaſt doubt of your incli- 
; nations to ſerve me, 1 ſhould be extreme! 
| "copioys in in my ſollicitations for that purpoſe : but 
| 1 have ftrongly perfuaded myſelf, that my intereſt 
| is alr e a part c of your cafe... 1 


0 078 
led my. army againſt the molt i interior inha- 


* of the Alps, not ſo much from bam. 
ff #4 


birion, of. being ſaluted with the title of Impe- 


TILE 


"rotor, on as. in order to comply with che martial 
ſpirit of my. troops, and to ſtrengthen their at 


N at 


tachment to our cauſe. In both theſe views, I 
have, 1 think, ſucceeded : as the ſoldiers have had 
an opportunity by chis meaſure of experiencing the 


7 Decimus Brutus was nominated by Cæſar to be 
with Plancus: of whoſe Serra whe fo the conrahs e Ware, 


mention has been made in rem. 5. on the preceding — 
Soon after the reſt of the conſpirators found it neceſſ 

leave Rome, Decimus withdrew into Ciſalpine Gaul, in = 

2 take eſſion of that province which had deen allotted 

againſt y.Czſar, and to put himſelf in a poſture of defence 

the attempts Thich 4 Antony was meditating. Shortly 

he his arrival in that province, he employed his troops in 

an expedition againſt certain inhabitants of the neighbouring 

mountains: A. having happily executed this cheme, he 

wrote the bllowig letter to requeſt Cicero's ſuffrage in pro- 

curing him thoſe diſtinctions which the ſenate uſually de- 

creed to their ſucceſsful generals. 


8 See vol. 1. p. 1. rem, 1. 
courage 
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courage and the generoſity of their general. I A. U. 70g. 


was engaged with the moſt warlike of theſe pea- 
ple: and have taken and deſtroyed great num - 
bers of their förts. In fort, 1 thenght che 
action ſufficiently conſiderable, 6 ſend an 4e- 
count of it to the ſenate.” I hope thetefore you 
will ſapport my pretenſions wich yeur ſuffrage: 
as it will at the fame time be greatly eontribut. 
ing to che credit or common eudſe. Fare. 
W 13 10-3598 30 # mn FROT 36 Fo 
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T0 Diems, eres cent dle. 


# 


I is of much conſequence . nts of 
this epiſtle, whether it reaches you in an 
anxious, or an eaſy hour. Accordingly, I have 
ditected the beater to watch the favourable mo- 
ment of delivering it into your hands: as there is 
a time, my friend, When a letter, no leſs than 
a viſit, may prove extremely unſeaſonable, But 
if he ſhould obſerve the caution I have injoined 
him; and this ſhould find you, as I hope it will, 
in a ſtate of mind perfectly ſerene and undiſturb- 
ed; I doubt not of your ready ae e _ 
the requeſt I am going WINE? 


4 


Lucius 


Tur) LET/TER,S Book XI, 


AV. 4 Lucius Lamia offers himſelf as a candidate, at 


the enſuing election of prætors. There is no mag 
with whom I live in an equal degree of fami- 
liarity: as we are intimately indeed united by a 
long acquaintance: ; But what greatly likewiſe 
recommends him to me is, that nothing affords 
me more entertainment. than. his company. To 
this 1 muſt add, the infinite obligations I receiy- 
ed from him in my affair with Clodius. He 
was at that time at the head of the equeſtrian or: 
der; and he entered with ſo much ſpirit into my 
cauſe, that the conſul Gabinius commanded him 
to withdraw. from, Rome; an indignity never 
offered before to any citizen of the republic,. As 
the world has not forgotten what he thus ſuffered 
upon my account; I. am ſure it would be the 
higheſt reproach upon my character if I did nat 
remember it myſelf: and therefore, my dear 
friend, be well aſſured that the good or ill ſue- 
ceſs of Lamia in his preſent purſuit, will no 
leſs ſenſibly affect me, than if I were per- 
ſonally concerned. Notwithſtanding There 
the illuſtrious character hich Lamia bears, to- 
gether with the great popularity he has acquired 
by the magnificence of the games he exhibited 
when he was:Adile, yet I am, labouring with as 
much aſſiduity to promote his intereſt, as if he 
dad none of theſe advantages to recommend him. 


. If 


Boer "XI. „ CIO ENO 


If then I poſſeſs that ſhare in your affection, which A. U 
poſk yo 09. 


I am well perſuaded T enjoy; let mei ĩntreat you 
to write to Lupus to ſecure the votes of choſe 
equeſtrian centuties, over which you bear an un- 
limited ſway. But not to detain you with a mul 
tiplicity of words, I will conclude all with moſt 
fincerely aſſuring you, that altho? there is no- 
thing, my dear Brutus, which I have not reaſon 
to expect from your friendſhip; yet you can in 
no inſtance more effectually oblige me, than by 
OY with "_ Po Wer v 
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To the Same“. + 


Prins: is none of my friends; with whom 
I live in ſo ſtrict an intimacy, as with La- 
mia. To ſay that I am much indebted to his 
good offices, would not be ſpeaking of them in 
the terms they deſerve: for the truth is, (and. 
i a truth of which the whole republicis ſenſible) 
he has conferred 1 upon me the higheſt and weft 
generous obligations. Lamia, after having paſ- 
ſed thro the office of Edile with the'greateſt ſplen- 
ar 100 mignigrense. now offers himfelf 4s' can- 


a Wy This letter format to have en wad crate. i oe 


formet as x as it is written to, e ſame perſon, and up 
ſame occaſion. 


2. A pres 
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A.U:70g. didate for che prætorſhip: and it is univerſally 


acknowledged, that he wants neither intereſt not 
dignity to ſupport his pretenſions. However, the 
oppoſition he is likely to meet with from his 
competitors is ſo ſtrong, that I have many fears 
for the event: and therefore think myſelf oblige 
ed to be his general ſollicitor upon this occaſions 
I well know how much it is in your power to 
ſerve me in this affair: and I have no doubt of 
your inclination. Be aſſured then, my dear Bru- 
tus, that you cannot more ſenſibly oblige me, 
than by aſſiſting Lamia in his preſent purſuit: 
and it is with all the warmth of my heart that 1 
intreat you to exert your utmoſt intereſt for that 
purpoſe. Farewell. | | 


de, T TED 


- 


To Carvs Cassivs: 


T gives me great pleaſure to find, that my 
late ſpeech * has received your apptoba- 
tion. If 1 could more frequently enforce the 


Upon Cicerd's return to Rome, (ſet rem. 3. p13 

of this of he received a ſummons from Antony to —_— 
meeting of the ſenate, which was to be holden the next morn- 
ing: but as the buſineſs of this meeting was to decree cer- 
tain divine honours to the memory of Cæſar, our author ex- 
cuſed himſelf from being preſent. The following day how- 
ever, Antony being abſent, Cicero ventured 'to appear in 
the ſenate; when he delivered the ſpeech to which ke here 


-.& LI0 DALES 
fame 
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ſame ſentiments,” the liberties of the * A.U. 7090 


might eaſily be recovered. But that far more 


deſperate and deteſtable ſcoundrel than he at - 


whoſe death you ſaid, * the worſt of all villains is 
« expired,” is watching for a pretence to begin 
his murderous purpoſes: and his ſingle view in 
charging me with having adviſed the killing of 
Cæſar, is merely to excite the veteran ſoldiers 

againſt my life. But this is a danger which I 
am not afraid to hazard, ſince he gives me a ſhare 
with you in the honour of that glorious deed. 
Hence it is, however, that neither Piſo who firſt 
ventured to inveigh againſt the meaſures of. An- 
tony, nor myſelf who made a ſpeech to the 
ſame purpoſe about a month afterwards, nor 
Publius Servilius who followed my example, can 
any of us appear with ſafety in the ſenate. For 
this inhuman gladiator has evidently a deſign up- 
on our lives: and he hoped to have rendered me 
the firſt victim of his cruel vengeance. / With 
this ſanguinary view he entered the ſenate on the 
19th of September, having ſeveral days before 
retired to the villa of Metellus, in order to pre- 
pare an inflammatory ſpeech againſt me:. But 


alludes, and which is the firſt of thoſe that are called bis . 
Philippics. See life of Cic. ii. $1. 
Nen mentioned jn th an | 
5 mentioned in the rem g 
3 Tt #4 anſwer to this SE that ing rm compoſet 
his ſecond Philippic ; vs however he did not deliver. For, 


who 


\ 


\ 
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A. U. ye who ſhall reconcile the ſilent meditations of ele 


gquence,; With the noiſy revels of lewdneſs and debau · 
= cherry? Accordingly it was the opinion of all his 


audience, (as I have already, I believe, mentioned 
to you in a former letter, ) that he could not ſo 
properly be ſaid to have delivered a ſpeech, as to 
have diſcharged, with his uſual indecency, the 
horrid fumes of his ſcandalous intemperance: 
| Yau are perſuaded, you tell me, chat my cre- 
dit and eloquence will be able to produce ſome 
good effect. And ſome indeed they have produ- 
ced; conlidering the ſad; ſituation of our affairs: 
They have rendered the people ſenſible, that there 
are three perſons of conſular. rank, who becaule 
they ate in the intereſt of the republic, and have 
ſpoken their ſentiments in the ſenate with free 
dom, cannot attend that aflembly . without the 
danger of being aſſaſſinated. And this is all the 
good you are to expect from my oratory. 
A certain relation of yours + is fo captivated 
with his new alliance, that he no longer concerns 
himſelf in the ſucceſs of your games; but on the 
contrary is mortified to the laſt degree at thoſe 
peals of applauſe with which your brother was 


by the advice of his friends, he abſented himſelf from this 
meeting of the ſenate, as they did not think it fafe fot hich 
to be preſent. Manur. ES 2 | 

: 4 Lepidus is ſuppoſed to be the perſon here $1.0 he 
was related to, Cathus by bis own marriage, and had lately 
married his ſon 10 Antony's daughter, QUT $i, El- 
. 5 
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diſtinguiſhed . Another of your family“ has A U. 70g. 
been ſoftened by ſome grants] vhickr it is pretend · 


ed that Cæſar had deſigned to confer upon him. 
This however, might be borne with patience: 
but is it not utterly beyond all. indutance, that 
there ſhould be a man Who dares openly avow 
that he ſupports the meaſures of that ſcoundrel 
Antony, with the hopes that his ſon will be 
choſen conſul when you and Brutus ate intitled 
to be candidates for that office? As to our friend 
Lucius Cotta; a fatal deſpair (for ſo he terms it 
himſelf) has almoſt entirely driven him from the 
ſenate. Lucius Cæſar, that firm and excellent 
patriot; is prevented from coming thithet hy his 
11] ſtate of health: and Servius Sulpicius; who 
is a true frlend to the cauſe of liberty and 
whoſe authority might be of infinite ſetvice in the 
preſent conjunRure, is unhappily (abſent from 
Rome. After having mentioned theſe, I muſt 
take the liberty to ſay, that L cannot add any 
others, excepting the conſuls elect, who may be 
juſtly deemed as well-wiſhers to the republic; 
The truth is, theſe are the only perſons upon whoſe 


5 Brutus and Caſſius were obliged as prztors; to exhibit 
certain games in honour of Apollo, with which the public 


were annually entertained on the 3d of july: but as they had 
withdrawn themſelves from Rome, theſe 


| games were con- 
ducted by the brother of Caſſius. e 

6 ſt is not known to whom Cicero alludes in this place, 
nor in the period immediately following. * 


Wol, III. ih advice 
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A.U.709. advice ' and authority the commonwealth can 
== depend. And ſmall indeed would their number 

| be, even in the beſt of times: how unequal then 

muſt their ſtrength be found, to combar againſt 
the worſt? All our hopes therefore reſt entire- 
ly upon you and Brutus; I mean, if you have 
not withdrawn from us with a view only to your 
own preſervation: for if that ſhould be the caſe, 
we have nothing, alas! to hope neither from.Bru- 
tus, nor from you. But if, on the contrary, you 
are forming ſome glorious enterpriſe, worthy of 
your exalted characters; I doubt not that the re- 
public by your aſſiſtance, will ſoon recover her 
liberties: and I have only to wiſh, that I may 
not be deſtroyed ere that happy day ſhall arrive. 
In the mean time, my beſt ſervices neither are, 
nor ſhall be wanting to your family: and whe- - 
ther they ſhould apply to me for that purpoſe, 
or not, I ſhall never fail to give them proofs of 
my friendſhip towards you. Farewell. 
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LETTER xxv- 


To Prancus: : 


Greeably to the friendſhip which ſubſiſts be- A U. 209. 
tween us, my ſervices ſhould not have brenn 
wanting to advance your dignities 7; if I could 
have been preſent in the ſenate conſiſtently with 
my honour or my ſafety. But no man can freely 
deliver his opinion in that aſſembly, without be- 
ing expoſed to the violences of a military force, 
that are licehſed to commit their outrages with 
full impunity : and it would ill become my rank 
and character to ſpeak upon public affairs in a 
place; where I am more attentively obſerved, and 
more cloſely ſurrounded by ſoldiers, than by ſena- 
tors: In any inſtance of private concern, my beſt 
offices ſhall not be wanting to you: nor ſhall 
they indeed even in thoſe of a public nature, 
whatever hazard I may run, where my appear- 
ance is abſolutely neceſſary to promote your inte- 
reſt. . But where it may be equally advanced 
without my concurrence; ſuffer me, [ intreat 8 
you, to pay a proper regard to my e * 
ahd preſtrvation. Farewell. 


1. The occaſion on which Plancus „ a 
for his ſervices in the ſenate, does not appear; 
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UETTERTXKVI, © 
To Carvs:;Cass1vs. 


A. U 709. NME malignant ſpirit of your friend, breaks 
4 out every day with greater and more open 
violence. Io inſtance, in the firſt place, the ſtatue 
which he has lately erected near the roſtrum, to 
Cæſar: under which he has inſcribed, To Taz 
EXCELIILIINT FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY ;' intimat- 

ing, that you and your heroic aſſociates are to be 
conſidered, not only as aſſaſſins but parricides. 

In which number I am likewiſe included: for 

this outrageous man repreſents me as the princi- 

pal adviſer and promoter of your -moſt-glorious 
enterpriſe. Would to heaven the charge were 
true! for had I been a party in your councils, I 

| ſhould have put it out of his power thus to perplex 


Weng 7 1 ; 
2 Antony. #82 0 5 3 


having committed a capital miſtake in ſparing Antony when 
they eſtroyed Selur: an error which Gur Aiftbo# would 
have preyemed, it ſeems, had they admitted him into 

; their councils, But it may be affirmed, and upon the autho- 
__ rity of Cicerd Himſelf) that nothing could have been more 
unjuſtifiable, than to have rendered Antony a joint victim 

with Cæſar. Tis true, there was an antient law ſubſiſting, 

by which every one was authoriſed to lift up his ſword a- 
gainſt'the man, who ſhould diſcover any deſigns of invading 
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the public liberties. But Antony was ſo far from hueing 


4 2 4 which 


and embatraſs our affairs *. But this was a point 


8 | Cicero Frequently reproaches the conſpirators,” With 


* 


Book XIII or CICERO. 

which depended upon yourſelves to determine 
and ſince the opportunity is now over, I can on- 
ly wiſh that I were capable of giving you any ef- 
fectual advice. But the truth is, I am utterly 


149 


7 A, U.70g- 
Connnprmnmnned 


at a loſs i in what" manne* to act myſelf: for o 


what purpoſe 1 is "refilfaiice, v where one cannot op: 
poſe force by force ob 
It is evidently the | intent of Colas party, to 

revenge his death. And accordingly Antony 
being on the 2d of October laſt preſented to 
the people by Canutius , mentioned the gene- 
rous deliverers of our country in terms, that 
traitors alone deſerve. He ſcrupled not to aſſert 
likewiſe, that you had acted intirely by my ad- 
vice; and that Canutius alſo was under the ſame 
influence. He had the mortification however 
to leave the roſtrum with great diſgrace. In a 
word, you may judge what are the deſigns of this 
faction by their Having ſeiſed the appointments 
of your lieutenant : for does not their conduct 
in this inſtance ſufficiently declare, that they 
conſidered this money as going t to be remitted 


given indications of this kind at Czſar's +, has Grp 
1 W written to Atticus ſoon afte 11 him, Pe 
— nton a man too much devot N U 
indu — + a n to be inelined to form any 
1 75 dettrudive of 2 _ ego (ſays 
he magis ar itror ratione 
| 2 ut. in vit. ren ty Ad At Fi: e 


9 He was one of the r for the preſent year. 


1 As proconſul of when to which province Caſſius was 
probably on his way, when 8 letter was written. 
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A.U.709-to a public enemy? Wretched condition in- 
deed! that we who ſcorned to ſubmit to 3 


maſter, ſhould more ignobly crouch to one of 
our fellow ſlaves !. Nevertheleſs, I am ſtill inclin- 
ed to flatter myſelf, that we are not quite de: 
prived of all hopes of being deljvered by your 


| heroic efforts? But where then, let me aſk, are 


your troops? And with this queſtion I will con- 
clude my letter: as I had rather leave the reſt to 


be ſuggeſted by your own reflections, than * 
mine. Farewell. 


LETTER XXVI. 


To Cox N ITI Ius. 


\Tratorius has given me an ample account of 
the ſad ſituation of affairs in your province *. 
Oh, my friend, what inſufferable outrages are 
committed, - in every part of the Roman domi- 
nions! But thoſe which have been offered to 


yourſelf are ſo much the leſs to be borne, as 

they are aggravated by the ſuperior veneration 
which is due to your illuſtrious rank and charac- 
ter. Notwithſtanding therefore, that your great 
and generous ſpirit may incline you to look up- 
on theſe "inſults with calmneſs, and * 


9 9 Of Africa. See rem. 6. p. 61. of this vol. 


Hou wt Vith 


* 


with indifference, yet you ought by no means to A. U. 209. 


ſuffer them to paſs unchaſtiſel. 
The news of Rome, I well know, is regularly 
tranſmitted to you: otherwiſe I would take upon 
myſelf to be your informer; and particularly of 
the late attempt of Octavius . The fact laid to 
his charge, is conſidered by the populace as a mere 
fiction of Antony, in order to gain a pretence to 
ſeiſe upon the young man's eſtate. But the more 
penetrating and better ſort, not only credit the 
report, but highly approve the deſign. Indeed, 
the hopes of the republic are greatly turned 
towards Octavius: as there is nothing which 
his generous thirſt of glory, tis believed, will 
not animate him to perform. My friend An- 
tony ãt the ſame time is ſo ſenſible of his being 
generally deteſted, that altho' he diſcovered the 
, eee 
could not gain by force, formed a defign againſt Antony's 
« life, and actually provided certain flaves to aſſaſſinate 
„him: who were diſcovered and ſeiſed with their poignards 
„ in Antony's houſe. Thus far Dr. Middleton who might 
have added (as a learned critic has remarked) that Cicero 
himſelf, together with his nephew Quintus, were charged by 
Antony with being accomplices in this plot; and that the 
| n to have been true. For tho' in the preſent 
letter indeed, Cicero talks of this affair, as if he was no 
_ Otherwiſe acquainted with it than by common report; yet in 
a ſpeech which he afterwards made in the ſenate, when An- 


tony had retired into Gaul, taking notice of the above-men- 
tipned -accuſation, he avows and glories in the charge. i Life 


2 iti. 89, Tunfal's ob/erw. on the letters beteyeen Cic. and 


rut. p. 142. Philip. i. 7, B 
„ 
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ture to make the affair public. He ſet out for 


Brundiſium on the th of October, in order to 
meet the four legions ( that are returning from 

Macedonia: he hopes by bribing them over to 
his, intereſt; to conduct them to Rome, and with: 
their aſſiſtance to fix; the yoke upon our necks. 
Thus you ſee the ſituation: of the republic l if a 
republie indeed it may with any propriety be 
called, where all is in a ſtate of inteſtine war. 1 


frequently lament your fortune in Having, been 
born ſo late, as never to have taſted the happi- 


neſs of living im a ſound and well · regulated com. 


monwealth. Lou remember the time, however, 


when there was à proſpect at leaſt, of better dad: 
but now that proſpect is no more | Ho in truth 
ſhould- it any longer ſubſiſt, after Antony dared: 
to declare in a general aſſembly of the people, 


that. . Canutius. affected to rank himſelf! with 


thoſe? Who could never appear in Rome, fa. 
« Jong as he preſerved his life and authority.“ 


| But banks to pre for having taught me 


which human nature can ,offibly ſuffer: and oy Ft 
deed it has not only cured me of all my diſquie- 


4 Theſe e of that army ane Cæſar intended to 
lead againſt the us; and which be had ſent defore 
him into Macedonia, to wait his arrival for that purpoſe. 


The conſpirators. 


| 


tudes, 
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tudes, but armed my breaſt agaioſt every futurt A. U, 7096. 


aſſault of. fortune, And let me adviſe you ta 
fortify yourſelf with the. ſame reſalution i in tho. 
full perſuaſion, that nothing hut guilt deſerves ta 
be conſidered · as a real evil. But theſe are reſſec 
tions which you know much et ben e 
than I can inſtruct you. 125 
Stratorius has always been bighly 3 
but he has rendered himſelf more particulatly 
ſo. by the great diligence, ſidality and: judgment 
he diſcovers in the management of your aſfaira. 
Take care of your health, as the moſt pleaſing 


inſtance . men W 
Farewell Sc e Dale 


5 
wb $1. $44; tis 
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LETTER xx. Sia pack 


"m7 " : 


* 


To the Same. 
very intimate and moſt; accompliſhed 
friend Caius Anicius, has obtained a titu- 
lar legation * igto Africa, in order to tranſact 
ſome buſineſs relating to his private concerns in 
hat province, Let me therefore intreat your 
offices to him upon all occaſions, and that you 
would give him your aſſiſtance for the more eaſy 
and expeditious diſpatch,” of his affairs.” But 
above all (as it is ſuperior to all in my friend's 


ge rem. 8. p. 84. of this vol. ; 


efti- 
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A.U. 70g. eſtimation) I recommend the f his rank 
709 ion) m nee is ran 


and character to your peculiar regard: and ac- 
cordingly T make it my requeſt, that you would 
appoint lictors to attend him, This is a compli- 
ment which 1 always ſpontaneouſly paid during 
my own proconſulate, to thoſe of ſenatorial rank 
who came into my province; and which I have 
ever likewiſe myſelf received. upon the ſame oc- 
caſions: as indeed it is what I have both heard 
and obſerved to have been generally practiſed by 
proconſuls of the greateſt diſtinction. Tou will 
act then in the ſame manner, my dear Conificius, 
in the preſent inſtance, if I have any ſhare in your 
affection; and in all other reſpects will conſult 
the honour and intereſt of my friend: aſſuring 
yourſelf that you cannot confer upon me a more 
acceptable ſervice. Farewell, 


LETTER XXIX. 
To TAG 


1* See into your ſcheme: you have a deſign 
that your letters as well as mine 7 ſhould” 
make their appearance in public, But tell 
k 7 % from an epiſtle to At cus, that Cicero had | 
formed appears about ils elem of Andeu, a collection of 


his letters. It is probable however that the greater part of 
thoſe which are now extant, were ſent into the world at dif- 


Beox.XII; or CICERO: 


me how happened it, that you who are one g 


to be the ſupreme judge and critic-of my „ 
ings, ſhould. be guilty of ſo inatcurate an ex- 
preſſion as to deſire me « faithfully to preſerve 
„my health? That adverb ſureh can have 
no buſineſs there: as its proper employment is to 
attend upon ſome. word that imports à moral 
obligation. In figurative language its uſe indeed 
is various; as it may be applied even to inani- 
mate and intellectual objects, provided (as Theo- 
phraſtus obſerves) the metaphor he not too bold 
and unnatural. But we will amen 2 
converſation when we meet. x) 
Demetrius has been 2 f Ty 1 had hs | 
addreſs to avoid both him and his retinue. 


ſerent times, and different hands, . after his deceiſe : as 
there are many of them which one os ſcarce ſuppoſe hee 
either himſelf, or any friend who had a regard to his memo- 
ry, would have ſufirred- to come abroad. Vid. Ad 4t. 
xvi. 5. 
It is impoſlible, perha to determine reciſely, 

in the i De of this —4.— conſiſted: As e 
appear from the original whether Tiroſpdke of his own he 
or of Cicero's., In the tranſlation however itis applied to the 
latter: as it ſeems to render the expreſſion lefs critically juft. 
For us Tem was Cicero's ſlave, the care of his health was a 

uty which the former owed to the latter, as a neceſſary 
means of enabling him to thoſe ſervices to which 
cero had a right. According therefore to our aythor's o 
remark concernin = literal =_—_ of the He of delis, Tiro 

hr ro ve it in nſe.here 
jen F 3 hate ws no fach duty owin — the 2 
$0 the dave: and conſequently Tiro nat in ſlrict pro- 
Piiety have applied iro Cigero, e 
'*" Poubtleſs, 


CY 
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£9709: Doubtleſs, -you will regret that you loſt the 


opportunity of ſeeing him It is an opportunity? 
however which you may ſtill recover: for he 
returns, it ſeems, to-morrow. Accordingly 1 
purpoſe to leave this place the next morning. ft 
1 am extremely uneaſy about your health's 
and intteat you not to omit any means that may 
contribute to its re-eſtabliſtiment. It is thus that 
you will render me inſenſible of your abſence, 
and abundantly e gif the vs Fre: 
quire at your hands. (4 

tam obliged to your od towards te 


pius; for I greatly nan in the ſucceſs 
* _ die, 11920 3 BE ns) MAL 


8 bh . »* 
£ ; 1 


LETTER A 
| To-Connrerenvs. 5 


„er 


Uintus Turius, be was an African mer- 
Q chant. of great probity, as well as of an 
honourable family, is lately dead. He has appoint- 
ed Cneius Saturninus, Sextus Aufidius, and 
Caius Anneius, together with Quintus Conſidius 
Gallus, Lucius Servilius Poſthumus, and -Caius 
Rubellius, al of them men of the ſame worthy 
character as himſelf, his joint heirs, 1 find you 
have already treated them in ſo generous a man- 


ner, 


Book XII. of: CT GE RO. 


knowledgments to you than my recommenda- 
tion: and indeed the favours they gratefully pro- 


feſs to have received from your hands, are more 
conſiderable than 1 ſhould have ventured per- 


haps to requeſt. * Nevertheleſs, as_I perfectly 
well know the regard you pay to my recommen- 

dation, I will take courage ; and intreat you to 
add to thoſe ſervices which, you have already, 
without my ſollicitation, fo liberally conferred 
upon them, But what I am particularly to deſire 
is, that you would not ſuffer Eros Turius, the 
reftator's freedman, to continue to embezzle his 
late patron's effects. In every other inſtance alſo 


1 recommend their intereſt to your protection "ho 


aſſuring you that you will receive much ſatisfac- 
tion from the regard and attachment of theſe my 
illuſtrious friends. Again and again therefore I 
very earneſtly recoaitnend them to o your good 
offices, Farewell. we 


g- » 


ff 
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* 
ner, that they have more occaſion for my ac- A. U. 209. 
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TE TT EN XXI. his 
To Dreiuus BzuTus, Conſul elect. My 
3 29 rey uh ' =» — 
HEN our friend Lupus arrived with 
50 vour diſpatches, I had retired from 
Rome s, to a place where f thought [ could be 
moſt ſecure from danger. For this reaſon, not- 


withſtanding he took care that your letter 


ſhould be delivered into my hands, and conti- 


nued ſome days in the city, yet he returned 


without receiving my anſwer. However, I came 


back hither on the gth of this month“, when 1 


immediately, as my firſt and principal concern, 


; paid a viſit to Panſa :: from whom I had the 
ſatisfaction of hearing ſuch an account of you, 
as was moſt agreeable to my wiſhes. As you 


wanted not any exhortations to engage yau 


9 Soon after Cicero's late return to Rome, (ſee rem. 3. 
p- 134. of this vol) he came to an open rupture with An- 


tony. He found it neceſſary therefore for his went; to re · 


move from che city to ſome of his villas near Naples. Life of 
Cic. iii. 87. 


: The ſame probably which ftands the 21f in the preſent 


| book, p. 138. 


December. Antoay had juſt before left Rome, in order to 
march his army into Ciſalpine Gaul. Upon the news of this 


r immediately . E 8 Lift of Cies 
Ui 


+ Conſul eleR for the enſuing year. 
b in 


- 
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159 


in the nobleſt enterpriſe + that ſtands. recorded A. U. 70% 


gether unneceſſary in the preſent conjuncture. 


It may not be improper, nevertheleſs, juſt to 


intimate that the whole expectations of the Ro- 


man people, and all their hopes of liberty, are 


intirely fixed upon you. If you conſtantly bear 
in mind (what I well know is ever in your 
thoughts) the glorious part you have already 
atchieved, moſt undoubtedly you can never for- 
get how much there ſtill remains for you to per- 
form. In fact, ſhould that man to whom I 
always declared myſelf a friend till he openly 
and forwardly. took up arms againſt the re- 
public; ſhould Antony. poſſeſs himſelf of your 
province 5, I ſee not the leaſt poſſibility of our 


preſervation. I join my earneſt interceſſions 


therefore, with thoſe of the whole republic, 


that you would finiſh what you have ſo happily 
begun, and deliver us for ever from the tyranny 


of a deſpotic government. This patriot-taſk 


belongs particularly to yourſelf: and Rome, or 

to ſpeak more properly, every nation throughout 
the world, not only expects but requires their 
deliverance at your hands. But I am ſenſible 
(as I have already ſaid) that ou; need no  exhor- 


+ The killing of Czar. 0 
5 Ciſalpine Gaul. CE” We. 
| tations 
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tations to animate you for this purpoſe. I will 
| ſpare my admonitions therefore, and rather aſſure 


you (hat indeed is more properly my part) 
that my moſt zcalous and active ſervices ſhall 


always be \exetted for your intereſt. Be well 
perſuaded then, that not only for the ſake of the 


republic, Which is dearer to me than my life, 
but from my particular regard likewiſe to your 
ſelf, I ſhall omit no opportunity of forwarding 
your glorious deſigns, and of promoting theſe 


honours you ſo juſtly deſerve. Farewell: 


L Tt En alt," 
To Connifticivs. 1 
HERE is no man that alwi my 


friendſhip with greater marks of eſteemy 
than Sexrus Aufidius: nor is there any of equeſ 


trian rank, ho bears a more diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racter. The ſtrictneſs of His morals is ſo haps 
pily tempeted with the ſweetneſs of his diſpofi- 
tion, that he unites, the ſevereſt virrue with the 
"eaſieſt and moſt engaging addreſs. I 'recom< 
mend this affairs in Africa to you, with the ut- 
moſt warmth and ſineerity of my heart. You 


will extremely oblige me therefore, by ſhewing 


* 


Roux X18. or. CctctRo.. T 


ie ae earns eee cede 
commendation :: and I very earneſtly intreat you. 
my 3 EY with this * 
Farewell. | Hire 


L E 7 17 E R xxx.” 
To Des e Conſul _—_ 


* eius has, I ſuppole, informed vou, 
what my ſentiments were at the confe- 
rence which Lupus held at my houſe with Libo, 
your relation Servilius, and myſelf: as he was 
preſent during the conſultation, And though 
Greceius immediately followed him, he can give 
you an account of all that paſſed after Seius ſet 
out ©. 6 3 

The grand and Fug, point, which 1 could 
wiſh you to be well convinced of, and ever to 
bear in your mind is, that in acting for the ſecurity 


of our common liberties, you ought by no means 


to wait the ſanctlon of the ſenate : as that aſſem· 
bly is not yet ſufficiently free and uncontroled 
in its deliberations. To conduR yourſelf by 

6 The principal base of this an ſeenis to have 
been to derermine, whether Decimus Brutus ſhould venture 


without the expteſs ſanction of the ſenate, to act offenſi 
againſt Antony + who was at thirtime on le di 2 


rr ** 
Vol. III. . 


' . 
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A. U. yo · contrary principle, would be to condemn the firſt 
Y” glorious ſteps you took for the deliverance of 
the commonwealth ; and which were ſo much 

the more illuſtrious, as they were unſapported 
by the formal ſuffrage of public authority. It 
would be to declare, that the meaſures of young 
Cæſar are raſh and ill- conſidered; who in the 
ſame unauthoriſed manner, has undertaken the 
important cauſe of the commonwealth 7. In a 
word, it would be to ſhew the world that you 
thought thoſe brave and worthy veterans your 
fellow-ſoldiets, together with the fourth and mar- 

tial legions *, had judged and acted irrationally 
in deeming their conſul an enemy to his country, 
and conſecrating their arms to the ſervice of the 


7 When Antony ſet out for Brundiſium in order to 
the legions which were returning from Macedonia, as has 
been related in the 27th letter of this book, Oclavius went 
amongſt thoſe veteran ſoldiers to whom Cæſar had granted 
ſettlements in Campania. From theſe he drew together, at 
his r and by his private authority, a very conſi- 
derable body of troops to oppoſe Antony, if he had thought 
proper do have made any attempts upon Rome with the 
cedonian legions. Philip, ii. 2. 12. A Au. xvi 8. 
8 The Roman legions were originally named according to 
the order in which they were ge the , the jecund, 
&c. But as thoſe legions which were occahonally, raiſed in 
the provitices, were diſtinguiſhed likewiſe in the fame man- 
ner, it was uſual to add to this numeral deſignation ſome 
ether, for the fake of avoiding confuſion. ; I his later de- 
nomination was y taken either from the country in 
which they ſerved, as the legio Parthica, or from the name 


., of the general. who levied „ as the 0 A 2 Or 
= * from the name of ſome divinity; as in — 
f | the legio Martia. Rofn, de Antig, Rom. p. 966. : 7 


republic. 


Won $i; or CO VCERD, 11 


republicht:* To purſue meaſures 3 A. U. 09. 
able to the general ſenſe of the ſenate, may 55 —— 


well confidered as acting under their expreſs au- 
thority ; when it is fear alone that 'reſtraifis'them 
from ſignifying their approbation in a formal 
manner. In fine, you can no longer heſitate 
whether you ſhould be guided by the principle I 
am recommending; as you have in two ſtrong in · 
ſtances, been governed by it already: firſt on the 
ides of March, and lately when you raiſed your 
troops. Upon the'whole then, you ought to be 
both difpoſed and prepared to act, not merely as 
you ſnall he commanded, but in ſuch a manner as 
to render your atchievements R 5 
W 8 ee W 


$ oil 


am 8 IATA IV. 
Nene, "the | Sans. dene 1 


| | «8 14%] * 
Jun friend Lupus very an deli- 
vered your commands and your letter ta 
me, the next morning after his arrival in Rome: 
which was in fix days from his leaving Mutina “. 


2 Tn of thoſe. which arrived from 
M. es refu 5 che 10 e ther which 2 made to them 
at Brundium, and afterwards joined elves with 
Oftavius. 4 Ait. xvi. B. Philip. I. 33 


: A city in Ciſalpine Gaul, where Decimus Brutus was 
ſhortly afterwards beſieged by Antony. wn 


e Ma l cannot 


164 


me to be the guardian of yours: for be aſſured 
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A. U. 20g. I cannot but conſider you as recommending y 
70g. | you nding my 


they are equally my concern. It will give me 
great pleaſure therefore to find, that you doubt 
not of my promoting them upon every occaſion 
to the beſt of my zeal and judgment. Accord- 


ingly, altho I had purpoſed not to appear in the 
ſenate before the firſt of January next, yet the 


tribunes of the people having on that very day on 
which your manifeſto * was publiſhed, iſſued out 
a proclamation for a meeting of the ſenate on the 


20th of this month ?, in order to move that a 


guard might be appointed for the ſecurity of the 


_ conſuls elect .; my affection towards you induced J 


me to change my reſolution, and I determined 
to attend.. I thought indeed it would' be a moſt 
unpardonable omiſſion, if the ſenate ſhould be 
holden without taking notice of your ineſtimable 
ſervices to the republic; as it unqueſtionably 
would have been if I had not attended: or that. 


I ſhould not be preſent to ſupport any decree 


5 „The purport of this maniſeſto of Decimus Brutus, was | 


char might happen to be propoſed for the ad- 


to aeclars his reſolution of endeavouring to preſerve the 
province of Ciſalpine Gaul, over which he * 


in 
allegiance to the republic. . iu. wel P 
+ Hirtius an Panſa. - al $ 


. j a 
5 * N 


Boox XI; or CICERO. 6s 
vancement of your honours. For this reaſon A. U. 209. 
I came early into the ſenate: and my preſence © ? N 
brought together a great number of the members. 

I will leave it to your other friends to inform you | 
what I there ſaid to your, advantage; as well _ NE 
of the ſpeech which 1 afterwards made to. the © - 


fame purpoſe, in a very numerous aſſembly of 
the people . In the mean time, let me intreat 
you to believe, that I ſhall moſt zealouſly em- 
brace every opportunity of contributing to the 
increaſe of thoſe dignities you already poſſeſs: 

and altho I am ſenſible I ſhall meet with many 


5 Theſe two ſpeeches are che third and fourth 
| other decrees which they 
raked ups Lines . — ratified the mea- 
Vick Decimus Brute 
e Phy +: 


in Cifalpine Gaal 
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tous of All fangtifnity Iufffatts, my Wleghe® 
Antotty : but by no ttahe however: 


pome gef 
terms; as 1 have my tongue 0 


berhing bur 
oppofe to bis Arms. He vertüred ftr & Perch 


Which he tately made rb dune Peoples to” theo 


out ſoe bittet invetived Went You" 
infdlence did not pals uncffatkcat ah UAE 
hate Hill fartker reaſon 26” remember, Ak 


whom it is char he frag thWPbirted WET oritub 


attacks. But as your oth Friends, 1 fie, 


ſupply you with accounts. of our tranſastions, I 
ſhould rather idform ve dre tum affaits ate 


in 9 14 ao 


likely. te take: and indeed. it is 1s. a: — n 


under a total opptreticn' her friends are without 
a leader, and our glorious tyrannicides are dif. 
perſed into different and diſtant quarters, Panſa 
means well to the commonwealth, and delivers 
his ſentiments with great ſpirit and freedom. 


AV Ie e int trat mor ihitfel: 


Hirtius recovers but lowly? : 7: and in wiſh!" I" 


' © Antony. and Cicero were collegues as members of the | 
College of Augurs, 
7 Panſa and Hirtius, as has already been noted, were 
r elect for the *pproacyung BO The latter _ 
7 


. know 
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know not what o-thivk ff him. weber 


is, that the people az. laſt will be awakened from 
theit lethargy, and act wich a ſpirit becoming the 
deſecndents of their hervic anceſtors. For myſelf 
at leaſt, I will never be wanting to my country: | 
and whatever misfgrtuhe may attend the com - 
monwealth after I have exerted my beſt efforts 
to prevent it, I ſhall bear it with prifect equani- 
mity. Nou may depend likewiſe upon my ſup» 
porting you in your rahk and dignities, to the 
utmoſt of my power. Accordingly in angiſem- 
bly of the ſenate which was holdem on the ⁊oth of 
this month, I propoſed (among other neceſſary 
and important articles which carried hy a great 
majority) that the preſent proconſuls ſhould be 
continued in their reſpective governments; and 
that they ſhould be ordered not to reſigu them 
into other hands, than thoſe which the ſenate 
ſhould appoint. I made this mation, not only 
as thinking it highly expedient fur the inteteſt af 
the republic, but with a particular view alſo of 


3 


preſerving you. in un Provincal command e. 


this time was attacked by a moſt dangerous fickneſs : and 
his health was eſteemed of ſo much importance at this 
juncture to the commonwealth, that public v vows were put 


up for his On Philip. vii. 4. 
8 December. 
9 Antony, a ſhort. time before he left Rome 3 in order to 
march againſt Decimus Brutus, had procured an illegal di- 
ſtribution of the provinces among his friends: by which 


rag M 4 - Jt 


— 
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A. u. 70g. Let me exhort you then for the ſake of our coun- 


try, and let me conjure you by your regard to 
myſelf, not to ſuffer any man to uſurp the leaſt 
part of your authority; but in every inſtance to 
maintain the dignity of your rank and character, 
as a poſſeſſion which nothing can countervail. 
| To deal with you agreeably to that ſincerity 


which our friendſhip requires; I muſt tell you, 


that all the world would have highly applauded 
your conduct, if you had. complied with my 
advice in regard to Sempronius. But the affair 
is now over! and in itſelf indeed, it was a matter 
of no great importance. It is of, the utmoſt, 

however, that you ſhould employ, as I hope 
you will, every poſſible mean to retain; your 
province in its allegiance. I would add more, 
but your courier preſſes me to diſpatch: I muſt 
intreat you therefore to make my excuſes to 
D e IS 0 AER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


w- C17 Cicero to Tab 0 } 


room letter brought with it a very © S900 709. 
tho ſilent, reproof for my having thus long 


omitted writing to you. I could not indeed but 
be ſenſible how much 1 had loſt by my negli- 
gence, when I obſerved” that thoſe points which 
my brother (from tenderneſs, perhaps, or haſte) 
had but lightly touched in his letter, were 
faithfully repreſented in yours, in all their ge- 
nuine' colours. This was particularly the caſe 
in reſpect to what you mentioned concerning 

the conſuls elect . I know indeed that they are 
totally ſunk in floth and debauchery : and if 
they ſhould not recede from the helm, we are 
in the utmoſt danger of being irrecoverably loſt. 
I was myſelf a witneſs during a ſummer's cam- 
paign with them in Gaul, that they were guilty 
of ſuch actions, and within ſight too of the 
enemy's camp, as are almoſt beyond all belief: 
and I am well perſuaded, unleſs we thould be 
better ſupported than we are at preſent, that the 
ſcoundrel Antony will gain them over to his 
party, by admitting them as aſſociates in his 
licentious pleaſures, The truth of it is, the re- 

* Panſa and Hirtius. 


public 


* 


doc TT. - worthy to preſide Over — 10 
nn 


Tar EE T2 R —— 


A. U. 709. public muſt neceſſarily either throw herſelf under , 
S—— the protection of the tribunes or employ ſome 
private hand to defend her 7 : for as to theſe 


it — A 


noble conſuls of « ours; of them is ſcarce 


not truſt the other wich ſopetintending the 
hoyels-of Coſſitius Joy 61 nn ty oma 

hope tobe W towards the latter end 
of this month. In the mean while, let me repeat 
what I; have often ſaid, that I tenderly love you. 
My impatience to ſee you is indeed fo immoqe: 
rate, that if our firſt meeting were to happen in 
the midſt of the forum, I ſhould not forbeat to 
tranſgreis the rules of good breeding, and moſt 
warmly embrace you in ener ene. the whole 


aſſembly. an an dn 67 20:07” yiizoon 
"—M 2 2 1 3 in e 1 55 th de P 
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. here delineated of the two conſuls. . 
2 = infected with the faſhionable 2 
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e e action, is by no ae true; will 
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ATE een in 8. Gail and earneſt A. U. 709. 


ei: 4 1 3 (LIL. 


. ctation © your 8 1 they are” 

len th, 1 a my "great fatisfaftion, ec "havin ng 
Ep 5 their ve Voyage i in fort y Vel days Keim ˖ 

time they left 700. ' The 3 "I received from * 
my d 47 _ 110 19 Aeon 412 a7 


crowned by by the © very. cr Ls A. ee hg | 

tended it fr 5 ae. "an 12 ſonger repent 
cthereföte of having neglected Sin to you; ; 

5 proves a mean of furniſhing me 5 

an 1. — proof of. y of your go d-nature : : and it Is 

1850 mich p fealure f lind, that it you. fo the 

ogy I m {ISM my ee Wann __ 

That | the e ange reports you have 

of my condpet, were Fey jewels = 

deareſt Tus, to 1 8. 58 Tean an by no me 

A EL, LIES — 

3 — 


cler, d. | Kalk . d e 


of 3 — Dr enen from: n 


of 8 contem 2 5 1 pony) e 


Who har h ich of, 
nant E 
to 


20 


172 


A. u. 70g. to confirm and increaſe the general good opinion 
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which is thus ariſing in my favour, You may 
venture therefore with great- confidence to be, 
what you. obligingly promiſe, the herald of my 
fame. Indeed, I reflect with ſo much pain and 


cContrition of mind on the errors into which my 


youth and inexperience have betrayed me, that 
I not only look upon them with. ab 
hin comms lever ven. 00, eee 
and I am well convinced,.that you take a part 
in the uneaſineſs which 1 ſuffer from this cir- 
cumſtance. It is no vonder you ſpould be 
ſollicitous for the welfare of a perſon, whom 
both intereſt. and inclination recommend to your 


good wiſhes: as I have ever been deſirous. you - 


ſhould partake of all the advantages that attend 


me. But if my conduct has formerly given you 
pain; it ſhall henceforward, be aſſured, 


you reaſon. to think of me with, double fit. 
faction. 


'J } five wich Craippus rather” as kis ſan, thay 


his pupil: and not only attend his lectures with 
pleaſure, but am extremely delighted with the 


peculiar ſweetneds.of this converiation. Accord- 


ingly I ſpend. whole days in his company, and 
frequently indeed, the moſt part of the night: 
33 L intreat him to ſup wich me as often 38 his 


Werner 


0 1 
mg 2 x 6 
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of this cuſtom, he-every. now and PE: "Ree 
pectedly ſteals in upon us while we are at table: 
and laying aſide the ſeverity of the philoſopher, 


173. 


== 


enters with great good humour into all the micth 


queſt you then to haſten hither as ſoon as poſ- 


ble, in order to enjoy with. us the ſociety. of 


this moſt agreeable and excellent man. As to 


and pleaſantry 6f,our,converſaion\/-Lez-mexe-- 


Brutzius;; 1 never ſuſfan hin to be abſenc fm 


me a ſingle moment. His company is as enter- 


good humour with the ſerious diſquiſitions of 
philoſophy. I have taken a houſe for him near 
mine; and affſt his narrow fortunes as far as 
my ſlender finances will admit *, | 


1 have begun to declaim in Greek under Cat. 


raining, as his conduct is exemplary : and he 
perfectly well knows how to reconcile mirth and 


ſius z as I chooſe to employ myſelf in Latin ex- 


great familiarity alſo with thoſe learned and ap- 
proved friends of Cratippus, whom he brought 
with him from Mitylene: and paſs much of my 
conſiderable perſons in Athens, together with 
e 


; Tho eee eee e that due: 


„ AY . = Jour: Vi. 


erciſes of that kind with Bruttius. I live in 


ol 


'\ 


\ 
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A.U.70g. and merit. Thus 1 have given voa geben 


ſketch of my life. 1 nog a. ele Ab2B2q 
As to what you mention concerning Gorge; 
notwithſtanding that he was of ſervice to me in 
my oratorical exerciſes, yet my father's chm. 
maods were ſuperior to all other conſiderations? 
and as he peremptorily wrote to me that I ſhould 
immediately diſmiſs him e, 1 have obeyed his 
injun&tions. I would not ſuffer mylelf indeed 
to heſitate a moment; leſt my reluftance ſhould 
raiſe any ſuſpicions in my father to my diſad- 
vantage. Beſides, I thought it would ill become 
me, to take upon myſelf to be a judge of the 
propriety of his orders. 1 am extremely obliged 
to you however, for the ys nar art yu give 
me in this affair. | | 
I very readily- admit the excuſe oh winks on 

account of your want of leiſure; perfectly well 
knowing how much your time is generally en- 
gaged. Tam extremely” glad to hear that you 
have bought a farm: and wiſh you much joy 
of the purchaſe. But you muſt not wonder 
that I deferred my congratulations to this part of 
_ e * will remember it was about 


w# ron AN 5 ors | inc 


6 This PS tutor had encouraged his pupil in a 
Kon for drinking: a vice, in which the 2 g Cicero, — 
fincere ſoever he might have been in his preſent reſolves, 
molt ſhamefully ſignaliſed himſelf in his more mature years. 
Plut. in vit. Cic. lin Hi ft. Nat, xiv. 23. 


the 
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the ſame place in yours that you communicated A. U. 709. 


to me the occaſion of chem. You h have now a 
retreat from all the fatiguing ceremonies of the 


city, and are become a.-Romamof The true old 
rural kind 7. I take pleaſure | in guring : you to 


—.— 


myſelf 1 in the midltof 5 your  country-emplpy- wo 


ments, buying your tools of huſbandry, dealing 


out your orders to your bailiff, and | cafefully 
treaſuring up the fruit-ſeeds from your deſert. 
To be ſerious; I ſincerely 3 join with you in te- 
gretting, that I could” not be of ſervice to you 
upon this occaſion. But be aſſured, my dear 
Tiro, I ſhall not fal to aſſiſt you, if ever | for- 


tune ſhould put it in my power; eſpecially as 1 


am ſenſible you made this purchaſe with a view 


AUTH vl 


to my uſe as well as your own. 
1 am obliged to your care in _executing my 
commiſſion, I deſire you would ſee that I have 
a writer ſent to me who underſtands Greek : as I 
loſe much time in tranſcribing my lectures. But 
above all, I intreat you to take care of your 
Ms that we may have the pleaſure of enjoy- 
mg together many philoſophical converſations. 

1 doc your good offices, and 


au to yoy hum 


' 7 Allading, 2 in the 
1 ages of the republic, who after havin n 
forth fron their fame to the ſervice of Wen 


charged with glory the functions of the ſlate, nag __ re- 
turned to their ploughs, ' 
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From the San, to Tino. 


— HE reaſons you aſſign fe the ernie 


of your letters, are perfectly juſt: but ! 
hope, chat theſe excuſes will not very frequently | 
recur. *Tis true, 1 receive intelligence of public 
affairs from particular expreſſes, as well as from 
general report; and am continually affured like- 
viſe of my father's affection, by his own band; 
yet I always take great pleaſure in reading a 
letter from yourſelf, be it upon ever fo trifling 
a ſubject. I hope, therefore, ſince 1 am thus 
earneſtly deſirous of hearing from you, that you 
will not for the future ſend me apologies inſtead 
of epiſtles. Farewell. 0 


LETTER XXXIX. 


Brrrvievs:- to Cierno. 


r we were enacts 
by many ſingular good offices, I ſhould re- 
mind you of that friendſhip which formerly ſub- 
fiſted between our parents: but I leave arguments 
of this kind to thoſe, who have neglected to im- 


es rem. 6. p. 8g. of this vol. 
prove 
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prove their hereditary connections. For myſelf, A U.70g. 


I am well ſatisfied with going no farther for my 
claim to your ſervices, than to our own perſonal 
amity. In confidence of which let me intreat 
you, if you believe that none of your favours will 
be thrown away upon me, that you would upon 
all occaſions during my abſence ? take my inte- 
reſts under your protection. Farewell. 


IS { 
9 In Sicily: to which province he ſucceeded as governor 
at the expiration of his pretorſhip, Pigh. Aunal. iii. p. 476. 
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Negle& no opportunity. (and ide if I "= U. via. 
1 I ſhould fail in what you have a full right! 
to expect from me) not only of celebrat- 
ing your merit, but of promoting thoſe honours 
it ſo juſtly deſerves. But I chooſe you ſhould 
be informed of - my zealous endeavours for this 


* See rem, 6. p. 61, of this vol, 
| N 2 purpoſe, 
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A. U. io. purpoſe, by the letters of your family, rather 


* . 


than by my hand. Let me employ it in exhert· 
ing you to turn all your care and your attention 
upon the republic. This is an object worthy of 
yaur ſpirit, and your talents: as it is agreeable - 
likewiſe to thoſe hopes which you ought to en- 
tertain, of, ſtill riſing , in the dignities of your 


country. But this is a topic I will enlarge upon 


another time. In the mean while, I will inform 
you that the public affairs are totally in ſuſpence; 
as the commiſſioners are not yet returned, whom 
the ſenate deputed to Antony; not to ſue for 
peace indeed, but to denounce war, unleſs he 
ſhall immediately pay obedience to the orders 
with which they are charged *, 

I ſeiſed the firſt occaſion that offered of reſum- 
ing my former ſpirit, in ſtanding forth as the 


w_  xX=Y% 


- * Theſe injunctions were, that Antony ſhould inſtantly 

uit the fiege of Modena, and defiſt from all hoſtilities in 
Gaul. Cicero ſtrongly oppofed the ſending this deputation ; 
as it was below the dignity of the ſenate to enter into any 
ſort af treaty with a man whom they had al in effect, 
declared a public enemy; as it would have the appesx- 
ance of fear; and as the only method of b inging Antony 
to his duty would be by an immediate and vigorous pro- 
ſecution of the war. Burt: theſe reaſons, and others of the 
ſame tendency, which Cicero , urged with great warmth 
and eloquence, were over-ruled by the friends of Antony : 
d it was ordered thay Servins Sulpicius, Lucius Piſo, and 
ucius Philippus, all of them perſons of conſular rank, 
ſhould carry this meflage hom che ſenate to Antony. Viet 
Philip, v. | | 


from 


Boon XIII bs: G IC ER O. 


from the moment I thus declared myſelf the ad- A. b. 718. 


vocate of liberty, I have not loſt the leaſt favour- 
able opportunity fot the deferite of our com- 
mon rights. But this likewiſe is an article for 
which 1 chooſe ro refer you > to — aer of 
others. 


that I recommend Titus Pinarius to your favour, 
as one who, not only from a ſimilitude of taſte 
and ſtudies, but as he is poſſefſed alfo of every 
amiable' virtue, engages my, ſtrongeſt affection. 
He comes into your province in order to fuper- 
intend the affairs of Dionyſius: Who ks he is 
much, I am ſenſible, in yout eſteem, ſo no man 
ſtands higher in mine. Unneceſſary therefore as 
I know it to be to recommend his intereſts to 
your protection, yet J cannot forbear doibg ſo: 
and 1 doubt not of your giving occaſion to the 
very grateful Pinarius of ſeriding me a letter of 


acknowledgment for your good offices both w 
himſelf and to —— Farewell. > wt 


* k 4 
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10 Dzcrmvs Due TVs, Conſul elect. 
1 Ii N 


OLLA ſends me word that an opportu⸗ 
nity offers of conyeying a letter to yqu: 
but at preſent I have nothing material to write. / 
All public buſineſs indeed is intirely ſuſpended, 

till we ſhall hear what ſucces the deputies *haye 
met with: from whom we have not yet received 
any intelligence. I will take this, occaſion hows 
ever of telling you, that the ſenate and the people 
are greatly anxious concerning you; not on 

as . own. preſervation depends upon yours, 
but as they are extremely ſollicitous chat yo 
ſhould acquit yourſelf with glory. The truth 
is, you are in a very remarkable degree theige- 
neral affection of the whole republic which 
confidently hopes, that as yau lately delivered us 
from one tyrant 5, ſo you will now free us from 
the danger of another. 

We are raiſing troops? in Rome and through- 
out c all Italy, if that term may with any propriety 


3 'The wife of Decimus Brutus. 


+ Thoſe an in the preceding letter. 
s Czſar. | 


Antony. 


7 The ſenate did not ſuſpend their ions for war, 
notwithſtanding the deputation they bad ſent to Antony. 


* 
1 if be 
1 % a> © * 
. 8 « *% _ 
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be employed, where every man eagerly * v. 710. 


to enter into the ſervice : ſo warmly are the 
people animated with a paſſion of recovering 
their liberties, and ſuch, is theit abhorrence of 
the ſlavery they have thus long ſuſtained! 5 
Wie now expect ſoon to reteĩve an accotint from 


you, not only of your own operations, but f 


thoſe likewiſe of out common friend Hitrius, and 
of Cæſar, whom 1 mut particularly call mine: 
1 hope ſhortly to ſte you all three united in the 
general honouf of ohe common victory. Fot 
the reſt 1 have fotily to add (What 1 had rathet 
you ſhould learn however from the letters of 
your family, afif what T hope they ate Þo juſt 
as to:affure you) that 1 neither do, nor ever ſhall 
deglect any opportunity of contributing to che 
| 3 of your public honours. Farewell. 


On the  Hirtivs and ORaviis eee into Gaul 
— the head of a conſiderable atmy, while Patiſa remained 


Italy, in order to complete the additional troops with 
clic he Parpond 60 Joug then, Life ef Cie. Lil. . 
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* E T TER UW. 
To PLancvs*. 


IE viſi I lately wh from Pump 
afforded me great ſatisfaction, not only 

upon his own, account, but more particularly on 
yours; as he painted you ſo ſtrongly to my mind 
that I could not but fancy during the whole con- 
verſation, that you were actually preſent. He 
repreſented to me the heroiſm you diſplay in the 
military affairs of your province; the equity of 
your civil adminiſtration; the prudence which di- 
ſtinguiſnes every part of your conduct in general; 
together with what I was by. no means indeed a 
ſtranger to before, the charms of your ſocial and 
friendly qualities. To this he did not forget to 
add likewiſe, the ſingular generoſity which you 
have ſnewin in your behaviour towards himfelf. 
Every one of theſe articles I heard with pleaſure : 
and for the laſt Iam much obliged to you *. 

The friendſhip I enjoy with your family, my 
dear Plancus, commenced ſomewhat before you 

8 See rem. 2. p. 134 of this vol. 

9 He was one of the lieutenants of Plancus. 


: Furnius had been particularly recommended by Cicero 
to the favour of Plancus. See her 20. 2 che n. 


were 
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were born: and as the affection which I 1 A. U. 710. 

for you, begun from your childhood, ſo in your _— 

more mature years it was mutually improved into, 

the ſtricteſt intimacy. Theſe are conſide - 

rations which ſtrongly engage me to favour your 

intereſts : which I look upon indeed as my own. 

Merit in conjunction with fortune have crowned 

you, even thus early in your life, with the higheſt 

diſtinctions: as the diligent. exertion of your 

ſuperior talents, has fruſtrated the oppoſition of 

thoſe many- envious antagoniſts, who. vainly en- 
deavoured to obſtruct your way. And now, if 

you will be influenced by the advice of a man 

who greatly loves you, and who from a, long 

connection with you has an equal claim to your 

regard with the oldeſt of your friends; yqu will 

receive all the future honours of / your life from 

the republic in its beſt and moſt conſtitutional | 

nothing ſurely could have eſcaped your diſ- 

cernment). there was a ſeaſon * when the world 

thought you too compliant with the prevailing 7 

faction of the times: and I ſhould | have 

thought ſo too, if I had imagined that. your 

approbation was to be meaſured by your ſub- 

miſſion, - But as I knew the ſentiments af . 


During Cæſars aſurpation.. 
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A. U.710. heart, I was perſuaded you had prudently con 


ſidered ' the extent of your powet. © Public 
affairs however are at pteſerit in a far different 
fituation; and you may now freely act in every 
point as your judgment ſhall ditect. The time 


is ſhortly. approaching, when in conſequenet of 


your preſent deſignation; you will enter upon 
the conſular office i: and you will enter upon ĩt 
my friend, in the prime of your years; with the 
advantage of poſſeflirig the nobleſt and oft 
commanding eloquent; and at a period tog 


when there is the utmoſt ſcarcity of ſuch "il 
hiftfious citizens as yourſelf: Let me conjure 


you then by the immortal gods, moſt earrdeft 
ly to purſue thoſe meaſures that will inſure the 
higheſt glory to your character: Now there 
is but one poſſible method of acting towards 
the republic with this advantage to your reputa- 
tion: at leaſt there is but one in the preſent eon 
juncture, as the commonwealth has for {6 
many years / been diſturbed by our inteſtine 
| ages: iris ee e 0 „one 
When Þ' write to you in this ſtram, it is rather 
in compliance with the dictates of my affection; 
than as ſuppoſing that you ſtand in need either of 
precepts or admonitions. I am ſenſible that 
'3 See rem. 5. p. 136. of this vol. 8 
4 The civil wars had now continued about ſeven years, 
; you 
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you are ſufficiently” ſupplied with" reflcond FA 


this! nature; fromthe ſame ſouree hence I derive 
them myſelf 2 it is time therefore to put an end 
to what I deſtgned, not as an oſtentatiom of my 
wiſdom, bur metely as an inſtance Kun ThE 
ſaip. LI onty add, that you may depend 
upon the moſt zealous of my fervices upon evety 
ocrafion, wherein 1 ſhall imagine your® — 
ene hey port 


: 6 | 54 { 4 
; a * Th * \ (34 N | 1431 7 7 — * 2 SO 444 %Z "77 
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15 Am erccedingly obliged w _ 45 your 
letter /: a favour, for which I am indeberd. 
Fr perceive, "to. "the account that Furnius gave 
of me in the converſation you mention. If I 
have not written to you ſooner, you muſt impure 
it to my, being informed that yon were ſet 
out upon your. expedition ne 2 20d i 


time before l learned. is. from your: letteß. 
mention this becauſe I ſhould think myſelf de- 
ſerying, af the higheſt reproach, if I were inten 
uonally a even in the ſlighteſs 

"2M 11 " iſle PATENT «471 : 191/90 


office 


188 Tur LETTERS Box XIII. 


A. U. 710. office of friendſhip towards you. The intimacy 
— indeed which was contracted between you and my 
father; the early eſteem, I conceived of your 
merit, together with thoſe inſtances of affection I 
have received from you; ſupply me with many - 
powerful reaſons for not failing in the regards 1; 
owe you. Be aſſured therefore, my dear Cicero, 
there is no man whom I am ſo much diſpoſed to 
revere as yourſelf: as indeed the great diſparity: 
of our ages, may well juſtify me in looking up 
to you with all the ſacred reſpect of filial vene- 
ration. I received your admonitions therefore, 
as ſo many dictates of the moſt conſummate 
wiſdom ; at the ſame time that I conſidered them 
as inſtances likewiſe of your unfeigned ſinceri 
for in this reſpe& I judge of your heart by what 
I feel in my own. If I had any doubt then what 
% meaſures to purſue, or were inclined to adopt 
others than thoſe you recommend ; I ſhould | 
moſt certainly be determined by your judgment, 
or reſtrained by your advice: but in my Preſent 
| fituation, can there poſſibly be an inducement to 
draw me from thoſe paths you point out ? The 
truth is, that whatever honourable diſtinctions 1 
have acquired either by my own induſtry, or b 
the favours of fortune, tho' far inferior to what 
your affection repreſents them; yer they want no 
ether luſtre perhaps, but that of having been 
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attained with the general approbation of the com- A. U io. 
monwealth-: and this even the moſt inveterate of | 
my enemies acknowledge. Be aſſured then, 
that the whole of my power, my prudence 
and my authority, ſhall ever be exerted in the 
ſervice of the republic. As I am no ſtranger ta | 
your ſentiments, I am well perſuaded that mine 
would never diſagree with yours, if I had the 
happineſs, of having you ſo near me as to be 
able to conſult them. But tho I cannot enjoy 
this very deſirable advantage, yet I truſt you will 
never have occaſion to condemn my conduct. 

I am extremely impatient to learn what is 
tranſacting in the nearer Gaul *, as well as what 
effect the preſent month? may produce in regard 

to affairs at Rome, In the mean time, I am cars 
neſtly labouring to prevent the people of this pro- 
yince from purſuing the example of their neigh · 
bours, by taking advantage of the public diſtur. 
bances to throw off their allegiance, And ſhould 
my endeavours be attended with the ſucceſs they 
deſerye, I doubt not of being approved, not 
only by every friend of liberty in general, but, 

5 Where Decimus Brutus commanded, who at this time 
was actually befi in Modena by Mark Antony: a cir- 
cumſtance, to which Plancus, tis probable, was no ſtranger, 

ü 1 r reagent entered upon 


- their office, The conſuls for the preſent year were Hirtius 
and Panſa. — 


Ll 


190 
A. u yo. what J am moſt ambitious of, by yourſelf in par- 
br cular, Farewell, my dear Cicero, and love me 


N 
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with an equal return of that affection 1 bear 
you, 3 


LETTER V, 


| 
'To PLancus, 


1 . duplicate you ſent me of your letter * 
was an inſtance of your obliging care leſt 


1 ſhould be diſappointed of what I ſo impatient- 


ly wiſhed to receive. The contents afforded me 
a double ſatisfaction: and I am at a loſs to de- 
termine whether the friendſhip you profeſs for 
myſelf, or the zeal you diſcover for the republic, 


rendered it moſt truly acceptable. To ſpeak 


my own opinion indeed, the public affections are 
altogether noble and ſublime ; but ſurely there 


is ſomething more amiably ' ſweet in thoſe of the 
private kind. Accordingly that part of your letter 
where you remind me of the intimacy in which 
F lived with your father, of the early diſpoſition 
you found in yourſelf to loye me, together with 
other paſſages to the ſame friendly purpoſe, filled 
my heart wich the molt Ser e 4 


8 The foregoing. 


- 
. 
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the ſentiments you profeſs with regard to the g. U. 1% 


commonwealth, raiſed in me the higheſt ſatis- 
faction: and to ſay truth, I was ſo much the 
more pleaſed with the latter, as they were ac- 
compained at the ſame time with the former. 
To repeat what I ſaid in the letter to which 

you have returned fo obliging an anſwer, let me 
not only exhort, but intreat you, my dear Plan- 
cus, to exert your utmoſt powers in the ſervice 
of the gommonwealth. There is nothing that 
can more contribute to the advancement of your 
glory: for amongſt all human honours, none 
maſt certainly is ſuperior to that of deſerving 
well of one's country. Your great good ſenſe 
and good nature will ſuffer me, I know, to ſpeak 
my ſentiments to you with the ſame freedom 
that I have hitherto uſed. Let me again obſerve 
then, that the honours you have already acquired, 
tho* you could not indeed have attained to them 
without merit, yet they have principally been 
owing to fortune, in conjunction with the partie 
cular circumſtances of the times. But whatever 
| ſervices you ſhall perform. for the republic in this 
very critical conjuncture, will reflect a luſtre upon 
your character that will derive all its ſplendour 
from yourſelf alone, It is incredible how odious 
"IE is became 0 al fore of prople, except 
1 - thole 


4 f . CY a 
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A.U.710. thoſe only of the ſame diſhoneſt views with him- 
erk: but the great hopes and expectations of the 

republic, are fixed upon you and the army you 
command. Let me conjure you then in the 

| moſt ſolemn manner, not to loſe fo important 
an opportunity of eſtabliſhing yourſelf in the 
eſteem and fayour of your fellow- citizens, or in 
other words, of gathering immortal praiſe. Be- 
lieve me, it is with all the tenderneſs of a father 
that I thus admoniſh you; that I enter into your 
intereſts with as much warmth as if they were my 
own; and that my exhortations proceed from 
the zeal I bear for the glory of my friend, and 
for the welfare of my country. Adieu. 


rr 
To C 410 s. C ASS 1v 8. 


A, that you had invited me to that glo- 
rious feaſt you exhibited on the ides of 
March ! Be aſſured I would have ſuffered none 
of it to have gone off untouched . Whereas 
the part. you unhappily ſpared, occaſions me, 
above all others, more trouble than you can 
well imagine, I muſt neee at the ſame 


by Alluding to the conſpirators haviog — 2 when | 
they deſtroyed Cæſar. See rem. 8. p. 148. of this vol. 


time, 
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time, that we have two moſt excellent, confuls* _ 4. U x 
but as to thoſe of conſular rank, there is nor DI 
one of them who does, not merit the higheſt ra- 

proach. The ſenate in general howeyer, exert 
themſelves with ſpirit: as the lower order of ma- 

giſtrates diſtinguiſh themfelves by their ſingular 
reſolution and zeal. In a word, it is impoſſible to 

ew a better or more vigorous diſpoſition than 

appears ih the populace, not only of Rome, but 
throughout all Italy. But Philippus and Piſo, on 

che contrary, whom. the fenate deputed with pe- 
remptory orders to Antony, have executed their 
commiſſion i in à manner that raiſes our higheſt 
indignstion. For notwithſtanding that Antony 
fefuſed 40 comply with every ſingle artiele of che 
ſenate's ighunctions; yet theſe unworthy; deputies 

had the meanneſs tocharge themſelves with bring- 
ing back the moſt. inſolent demands „ This be- 

haviour of theirs. has wes: all the world to 


a Hirtius aud "hs * 05 Pr 
* See rem. 2. on let 1. of this book. 


4 6 The purport of them'wis, that the ſenite ſhould aff zu 
＋ « Jan and rewards to all his troops, and confirm 'all the 
© other grants which he and — had made in wy 

co * at all hig, deg rom, Czſar's books an 
6 122 be 2 = no. account would be de: 
1 manded of xl money taken from the temple af Opis, &c. 
a On theſe terms he offered to give up Ciſalpine Gaul, pro- 
ec ay that be might have the ee Gaul in exchange, 
10 for. five pi. ak 75 an army of i c legions, to be complete 
out of tl Decimus Brutus. W 4 * Cie. int; 


123. mY 


vol. III. 2 | FED, 


* 
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A. U. 710. have recourſe to my aſſiſtance, and I am become 


extremely popular, in a way wherein popularity 
is ſeldom ee 1 mean by —— Ki 
good cauſe. 

I am alcogerher ; ignorant in bet part of the 
world you are at preſent, as well as of What 
ſchemes you are either executing or meditating, 
A report prevails that you are gone into Syria'! 
but for this we have no certain authority. We 
can a little more depend upon the accounts we 
receive of e as bis en from us is leſs 
remote. 29551 o! 

It kde U Wed here oY men of ſome 
pleaſantry, and much indignation againſt Dola- 
bella, that he has ſhewn hitnſelf in tod great 
haſte to be your ſucceſſor: as he is moſt: uncivi- 
ly ſet out to take poſſeſſion of your government 
when you have enjoyed it ſcaree a ſingle montk 
The caſe is clear therefore, ſay they, that Caſfius 
ſnould by no means ach him admittance. , But 


3 W 1 he found. N to N Italy, 
withdrew into Macedonia, where he was at this time employ- 


ed in raifing forces in ſupport of the republican cauſe. 


+ The rovince of Syria had been intended by Cofar fr 
Caſſius: Mark he ne after the death of Czfar, h 
artfully procured it to be allotted to Dolabella. erna 
the latter left Rome a ſhort time before the expiration of 
conſulſhip the laſt year, in order to be beforetiand with 
Caſſius in getting poſſeſſion of this government: and it is in 
alluſion to this circumſtance” that the humour of the preſent 
paſſage, ſuch as it is, conſiſts. 9 


: : 
2 0 16900 
| fv 
- 
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to be ſerious: : both you and Brutus are — 
tioned with the higheſt applauſe z as it, is general- 
ly ſuppoſed that each ,of you has drawn toge- 
ther an army far beyond our expettations. — 
I would add more, if I knew with certainty the 
ſituation, of yourſelf, and your affairs: . but 1 
hazard this letter merely Up90.1 the doubrſul cre- 
dit of common fame, It is with, great impa- 
tience therefore that l I wait for better intelligence 
from AJ, own hand. Farewell, 


E _ v 
= Fett otto nogd dns 5 
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70tLD to heaven you had invited me to 
| that noble feaſt which you made on the 
ides of March: ao remnants, moſt aſuredly; 
ſhould have been left behind 5. Whereas the 
part you unluckily ſpared gives us ſo much per- 
plexity, that we find ſomething to regret even in 
the godlike ſervice Which you and your | illuſtri- 
ous aſſociates have lately rendered to the republic. 
To ſay the truth, when I reflect that it is owing 
to the favour of ſo worthy a man as yourſelf, that 
Antony now lives t0 be our general bane ; I am 


fi: GOVT 9.71 
15 . 


5 He was at this tine in Afis Minor: of chick province 
he was governor.., See rem. 8. p. 99. of this vol. 


See rem. g. on the preceding letter. | 
O 2 ſome- 
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A. U.710. ſometimes inclined fo be a little angry with you 
for taking him aſide when Cæſat fell ? : as by this 
mean you have occaſioned more trouble to myſelf 
in particular, than to all the reſt of the whole 
community. From the very firſt moment inde 
that Antony's ignominious departure from Rome? 
had left the ſenate uncontrouled in its deliberations, 
reſumed the ſpirit which you and that inflexible | 
patriot your father were wont to efteem and ap- 
plaud. ' Accordingly, the tribunes of the peo- 
ple having ſummoned the ſenate to meet on the 
20th of December, upon other matters; I ſeiſed 
that opportunity of taking the whole ſtate of the 
republic into conſideration : and more by the 


7 As it had been reſolved in a council of the a 
thar Antony s life fflould be ſpared, they did not 
ſhould be preſent when' they executed their geſign upop O. 
, —_ leſt he ſhould attempt to aſſiſt his friend, and 
by that means occaſion them 20: mort” blood chan 
intended, For, this, reaſon 'Trebonius held Anton - 
courſe at the entrance into the ſenate, till the ref 055 b. 
irators had finiſhed their work. Dia. . 249+ Plas. inn 


rut. 


Upon the news that two of the four legions from Brun 


diſium [ſee rem. 2. of this vol.] had actually 
for Octavius 8 ed themſelves in the neig d 


Rome, Antony left the ny with great precipitation; and 
puttin himſelf at the head of his army, marched 
in order to wreſt Ciſalpine Gaul out of the hands of 
mus Brutus. Cicero, who was at this time in the count * 
took the opportunity of Antony's abſence to return to Rome: 
where he arrived on the gth of Decentber i in the preceding 
year, about a month or two, tis probable, before he wrote 
the preſent letter. See Life of Cic. i. g 7. 
9 It was upon-this occaſion: OT his thisd 
Philippic. 
2 | _ Zeal 
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zeal than the eloquence of my ſpeech, I the A. U. 710. 


the drooping ſpirits of that oppreſſed aſſembly, 
and awakened in them all their former vigour. It 
was owing to the ardor with which I thus con- 
rended in the debates of this day, that the people 
of Rome firſt conceived a hope of recovering their 
liberties : and to this great point all my thoughts 
and all my actions have ever ſince been perpetual- 
ly directed. Thus important however as my oc- 


— 


cupations are, I would enter into a full detail of | 


our proceedings, if I did not imagine that pub- 
lic tranſactions of every kind are tranſmitted to 
you by other hands. From them therefore you 
will receive a more particular information ; 
whilſt I content myſelf with giving you a ſhort 
and general ſketch of our preſent circumſtances 
and ſituation. I muſt inform you then, we have 
a ſenate that acts with ſpirit ; but that as to thoſe 
of conſular dignity, part of them want the cou- 
rage to exert themſelves in the manner they 
ought, and the reſt are ill- affected to the repub- 
lic. The death of Servius * is a: great loſs to 
ps. Lucius Cæſar *, tho' he is altogether in 


: Servius Sulpicius; to whom ſeveral letters in the forg- 
going part of this collection are addreſſed. He was one, 
and the moſt conſiderable, of the three conſulars whom the 
ſenate had lately deputed to Antony: but very unfortanate- 


ly for that embaſſy, he died juſt az he 1 in Antony's 
camp. Phil. ix. 1. 


? See rem. 5. p · 94. of this vol. . 
O 3 the 
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4. U.710 the intereſt of liberty, yet in renderveſs to his 


nephew 3 does not concur in any very 'vign- 
rous meaſure. The conſuls 4 in the mean time 
deſerve the higheſt commendations: I muſt 
mention Decimus Brutus likewiſe with much ap- 
plauſe. The conduct of young Cæſar alſo is 


equally laudable : and I perſuade myſelf that 


we have reaſon to hope be will complete the work 
he has begun. This ar leaſt js certain, that if 


he had not been ſo extremely expeditious | in 


raiſing the veteran forces ', and if two legions 
had not deſerted to him from Antony's army, 
there is nothing ſo cruel or ſo flagitious which 
the latter would not have committed. But as 
theſe are articles which I ſuppoſe ypu are already 


appriſed of, I only juſt mention them in order to 
confirm them, 


Tou mall hear farther fram me, when ever 
1 can find a more leiſure moment. Farewell. 


3 Antony. 
+ Hirtius and Panſa. 
* See rem. J. p. 162. of this vol. 
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LETTER — 


To c Ces, 


Ti is owing, Fee to the difficulty of Go A. U. 710. 


warding any diſpatches during the winter 
ſeaſon, that we have yet received no certain in- 
telligence of what, you are doing, nor even know 
in what part of the world you are placed. It is 
univerſally reported however (tho more I believe 
from what people wiſh, than from what they 
have ſufficient grounds to aſſert) that you have 
raiſed an army and are actually in Syria: a re- 
port which the more eaſily gains credit, as it 255 
pears to be extremely probable. 

Our friend Brutus has acquired great N 
his late glorious and unexpected atchievementss; 
not only as being in themſelves: extremely de- 
ſirable to the friends of liberty, but from the 
wonderful expedition likewiſe with which he per- 
formed them. If it be true therefore that you 
are in poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces we imagine z 
the republic is very. powerfully ſupported : as 


$ He had lately ſent an account to che dena uf his ſaccela 
againſt Caius the brother of Mark Antony; having forced 
him to retire with a few cohorts to Apollonia;” and ſecured 
Macedonia, Illyricum, and Greece, together with the ſeve- 
ral armies in thoſe countries, to the intereſt of the republic, 


Vid. Philip. x. . 
04 that 


5 
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A U 719. that whole tract of country which extends from | 
IE I the neareſt coaſt of Greece as far as Egypt, is 

upon this ſuppoſition. in the hands of two the 
moſt faithfu] friends of the commonwealth. Ne- 
vertheleſs if my judgment does not deceive me, 
the event of this "war depends entirely upon De- 
cimus Brutus: for if he ſhould be able to force 
his way out of Mutina, (as we have reaſon to 
hope) it will in all probability be totally at an end. 
There are now indeed but few troops employ- 
ed i in carrying on that ſiege: as Antony has ſent 
a large detachment to keep poſſeſſion of Bono- 
nia . In the mean while our friend Hirtius is 
poſted at Claterna i, and Cæſar at Forum- Corne- 
li, each of them at the head of a very conſi- 
derable army: at the ſame time that Panſa is 
raiſing at Rome a large body of Italian troops. 
But the ſeaſon of the year has hitherto prevented 
their entering upon action: and indeed Hirtius 
appears by the ſeveral letters I have received 
from him, to be determined to take all his mea- 
ſures with the utmoſt precaution. | 
Both the Gauls, excepting only the cities of 
Bononia, Regium, and Parma, are zealouſly af- 
f Re Fa nn, ß dn your cee 


© Bologna. | 
? Quaderna. | 
4 {molz. My 
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on the other ſide the Po. "The ſenate likewiſe is AV. 2 
firm in the cauſe of liberty: but when 1 ſay the = 
ſenate, I muſt exclude all of conſular rank, ex- 

cept Lucius Cæſar, who indeed is faithfully at- 

tached to the intereſt of the commonwealth. 'The 

death of Servius Sulpicius has deprived us of a 

very powerful aſſociate. As for the reſt of the 
conſulars ; part of them are ill- affected to the re- 

public, others want ſpirit to ſupport its cauſe, 

and ſome there are who look with envy on thoſe 

patriot citizens whoſe conduct they ſee diſtin- 
oviſhed by the public applauſe. The populace 
however, both in Rome and throughout all Italy, 
are wonderfully unanimous in the common cauſe. 
— have nothing farther, I think, to add, bur 
my wiſhes that your heroic virtues may ſhine out 
upon us from yon eaſtern regions, in all theit 
enlivening warmth and luſtre, F arewell. | 


Lans 


To Luczvs PAPIRIUS PATUS!, 


1 Here received a ſecond letter from you, con- 

cerning your friend Rufus: and ſince you in- 
tereſt yourſelf thus warmly in his behalf, you 
might depend upon my utmoſt aſſiſtance, even if 


Ses rem. 1. p. 15. vol. ji, 


he 


- 


A.U.730. he had done me an injury. But I am perfectly 


* 


\ 
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EY ſenſible from thoſe letters of his which you com- 


municated to me, as well as from your own, how 
much my welfare has been his concern. I cannot 
therefore refuſe him my friendly offices, not only 
in regard to your recommendation, which has all 
the weight with me it ought, but in compliance 
alſo. with my own inclinations. I muſt acknow- 
ledge that it was his and your letters, my dear 
Pætus, which firſt put me upon my guard againſt 
the deſigns that were formed to deſtroy me . 1 
afterwards intleed received intelligence from ſe- 
yeral other hands to the ſame effect, and particu- 
larly of the conſultations that were held concern- 
ing me both at Aquinium and Fabrateria? ; of 
which meetings, I find, you were likewiſe ap- 
priſed. One would imagine that this party had 
foreſeen how much I ſhould embarraſs their 
ſchemes, by the induſtry they employed in order 
to compaſs my deſtruction: and as I had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of their purpoſes, I might incau- 

This probably alludes to ſome deſign of the veteran ſol- 
diers againſt Cicero's life : as it appears from a letter to At- 
ticus written ſoon after Cæſar's death, that our author had 


been cautioned not to truſt himſelf in Rome on account of 


the danger to which he would be expoſed from the infolence 
of thoſe troops. Vid. Ad At. xv. 5. | 


„ Theſe towns were ſituated in Latium, or what is now 
called. the Campagna di Roma. They Kill ſubſiſt under the 
names of Aquino and Fabratera. ” 


= tiguſly 


Book XIII. or CICERO, 203 


tiouſly have fallen into their ſnares, if it had not A. U. 710, | 
been for the admonitions you ſent me in e Cw—_ 


— 


quence of the information you had received from 
Rufus. Your friend therefore wants no advocate 
with me for my good offices: and I wiſh the 
republic may be in ſo happy a ſituation, as to af- 
ford me an opportunity of giving him the moſt 
ſubſtantial proofs of my gratitude,  _ 
But to diſmiſs this ſubject: I am ſorry you no 
longer frequent the feſtive tables of your friends ; 
as you cannot renounce theſe parties of good 
chear, without depriving yourſelf of a very 
exquiſite gratification. And to tell you the 
truth, I am ſorry likewiſe upon another account 
as I am afraid you will loſe the little knowledge 
you hatl acquired in the art of cookery, and be 
abſolutely at a loſs how to ſet forth a tolerable 
ſupper, For as you made no very conſiderable 
improvements in this faſhionable ſcience, even 
when you had many curious models for your 
imitation; what ſtrange aukward things muſt, 
your entertainments prove now, that you enjoy 
no longer the ſame advantages? When I in- 
formed Spurinna of this wonderful revolution 
in the ſyſtem of your affairs, he ſhook his pro- 
phetic head, and declared that it portended ſome 


' A celebrated diviner: whe is laid to have forwarned 
Cæſar of the ides of March, Suet. in Jul. 81. 


th terrible 
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4. U. 710. terrible diſaſter to the commonwealth ; ; unleſs, 


faid he, this extraordinary phenomenon be occa- 

ſioned by the preſent cold weather, and your 
friend ſhould return with the zephyrs to his ag. 
cuſtomed train of life. But without a joke, my 
dear Pætus, I would adviſe you to ſpend your 
time in the chearful ſociety of a ſet of wor- 
thy and agreeable friends: as there is nothing, 
in my eftimation, that more effectually contri- 
butes to the happineſs of human life. When 
1 ſay this, 1 do not mean with reſpect to the ſen- 
ſual gratifications of the palate, but with regard 
to that pleaſing relaxation of the mind which is 
beſt produced by the freedom of ſocial converſe, 
and which is always moſt agreeable at the hour 
of meals. For this reaſon the Latin language i is 
much happier, I think, than the Greek, in the 
term it employs to expreſs aſſemblies of this ſort. 
In the latter they are called by a word which lig- 
nifies compotationo; ; whereas i in ours they are more 
emphatically fi ſtiled convivial meetings: intimating 
that it is in a communication of this nature, that 
life is moſt truly enjoyed. You ſee I am endea- 
vouring to bring philoſophy to my affiſtance in re- 
calling you to the tables of your friends : and 
indeed I preſcribe them as the beſt recipe for the 


m · eſtabliſnment « of your, health, 


S 


/ 
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Do not imagine, my friend, from my writing 4 U. 710. 
in this ſtrain of pleaſantry, that I have renounced... - 
my cares for the republic. Be aſſured, on the 
contrary, that it is the ſole and unintermitted buſi- 
neſs of my life to ſecure to my fellow - citizens the 
full poſſeſſion of their liberties : to which end 
my admonitions, my labours, and the utmoſt 
powers of my mind, are upon all occaſions un- 
weariedly employed. In a word, it is my firm 
perſuaſion, that if I ſhould die a martyr to theſe 
patriot-endeavours, I ſhall finiſh my days in the 
moſt glorious manner. Again and again I bid 
you fatewell. UC FOE é, 


2.0 LETTER TL. 
<1. 792 
Caivs Cassius, Proconſul, to Ciet no. 


I Am to inform you of my arrival in Syria: 

where I have joined the generals Lucius 
Murcus and Quintus Criſpus . Theſe brave and 
worthy citizens, having been made acquainted 
with what has lately paſſed in Rome, immediate- 
ly reſigned their armies to my command : and 
with great zeal and ſpirit eo-operate with me in 


. They had been pretors, A. U. 708, Orr ſent the 
former into Syria, and the latter into Bithynia, with pro- 
<« conſular authority. Dio. xlvii. plan fil. Mr. Roſs. 
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AU, 510. che ſervice of the republic. . Aulus Allienus hay 


delivered to me the four legions which he brot he 
from Egypt *: the legion which was commanded 
by Czcilius Baſſus has likewiſe joined me, 
And now it 1s unneceſlary, I am perſuaded, that] 
ſhould exhort you to defend the intereſt both of 
myſelf and of the commonwealth to the utmol 
of your abilities: but it may animate your 
and your hopes to be aſſured, that a powerful a ar. 
my is not wanting to ſupport the ſenate and its 
friends, in the cauſe of liberty. For the reſt,, 
refer you to Lucius Carteius, whom I haye, di- 
rected to confer with you won my affairs. Fare- 


well. 


From my camp at Tarichea s, March the 7th- 


„ Allienus was lieutenant to Dolabella, bn ken he 
« was ſent into Egypt in order to conduct thoſe 1 


44 into Syria, He accordingly executed his = 


* but in 


ad of delivering theſe troops to Dolabella, he 
« over with them to Caſſius. Ruartier, 


+ See rem. 7. P+ 65. of this vol. | 
$ Situated opon the lake of Genelaret in Galilee, 


— 
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ob muſt | not = that you, have heard A. U. 7 io. 
N 


* 1 


moleſted 1 v4 foreſt of Caſtulo 7: ae it 
is how more than ever infeſted vith, robbers. 
T heſe banditti however, are by no means the 


principal obſtruction to our intercourſe with 
Rome: as the mails are perpetually ſearched | and 


E. AGnius Pollio was: in every reſpett, one of the moſt ac - 
com pliſhed perſons among; bis contemporaries. His extenſive 
genius was equal to all che nobler branches — dlite . 
ture, and he gave the moſt applauded mts of 22 
a poet, an orator, - and an arias: He united the mo 
lively and pleaſing yein of wit and pleaſantry, With all — 
ſtrength — folidity 77 nderſtanding which is nec * 
— — in bs e, bas 18 e * 
occaſions of life: in alluſion to which uncommon. afſemblz 
of qualities it was ſaid of him, that he was a man omnum 
rarum. It 1s to be regretted that a character ſo truly brilli- 
ant on the intellectual fide, ſhould ſhine with-teG/luftre in a 
moral view. Tis evident however from che preſent epitle;: 
that in taking part with Cæſar agaĩnſt P private conſi- 
derations were of more force with n blic utility, 
and determined, him to ſupport; a cauſe ch his he t con 
demned. This letter was written from — ain: of 
which province Cæſar a Mort time rere nis Sa, r 
PR ollio governor: RY aut 4 

7 city antiently of great note : monk. the ef Heng 4 


ſmall village called EST, in the province of New Cattile: 
in Spain. : 


detained 


, 


1 
Yap 


deen tranſacted in your part of the world, But 
now chat a communication by ſea i: is thus open 
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o. detained by the ſoldiers chat are poſted for that 
= purpoſe by both parties in every quarter of the 
country. Accordingly if I had. not received let- 
ters by a ſhip which lately arrived in this river i, 
I ſhould have been utterly ignorant of what is | 


pleaſure, . the opportunity of eo ref ſpond- 
ing with you. 

Believe me, there is no danger of my being 
influenced by the perſuaſions of the perſon you 
mention®. As much as the world abhors him, 
he is far from being deteſted t to that degree which 


: 1 know he deſerves: and 1 have fo ſtrong : an a- 


means Lepidus. ' id. Epift. 


verſion to the man, that I would upon no confi- | 
deration bear a part. inany meaſures wherein hei is 
concerned. Inclined both by my temper | 
and my ſtudies to be the friend of rranquilliry 
and freedom, 1 frequently and bitterly 1 

our late unhappy civil wars. But as the * 


* The vir: which the of Cordatn, 
nf The Quedalguri bes was ſituated. he cry 


Antony; ds Manatius conjectures: tho? fora if as 
commentators, with greater * 1-3-4 R. poſe chat 
1. K 15. 


5 Nothing could be more inſincere, it ſhould ſeem, [than 
theſe profeſſions: as it is probable that Pollio was at this time 
determined to join Antony. It is certain at leaſt that he did 
ſo ſoon afterwards,” and carried with him the troops 
his command.” Patercel. ii. 63. 

nüt 
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midable enemies which I had among both par- A. U. 70. 
ties, rendered it altogether: unſafe for me to re- 
main neuter; ſo I would not take up arms on 
that fide where I knew I ſhould be perpetually 
expoſed to the inſidious arts of my capital adver- 
ſary . But tho' my inclinations were not with 
the party I joined; my ſpirit however, would not 
ſuffer me to ſtand undiſtinguiſhed among them: 
in conſequence of which I was forward to engage 
in all the dangers of the cauſe I had eſpouſed, 
With reſpe& to Ceſar himſelf, I will confeſs 
that J loved him with the higheſt and moſt in- 
violable affection: and indeed I had reaſon. For 
notwithſtanding his acquaintance with me com- 
menced ſo late as when he was in the height of 
his power; yet he admitted me into the ſame 
ſhare of his friendſhip, as if I had been-in the 
number of thoſe with whom he had lived in the 
longeſt intimacy. Nevertheleſs, as often as I : 
was at liberty to follow my own ſentiments, I -. 
endeavoured that my conduct ſhould be ſuch as 
every honeſt man muſt approve: and whenever 
I was obliged to execute the orders I received, 
it was in a manner that evidently diſcovered how 


2 The hinted at is, perhaps, Cato: as Pollio bad 
early diſtinguiſhed his enmity towards that moſt illuſtrious 


of Romans by a public impeachment. Vid. Dial. ds Cauſe 
Corrupt. Eloguent. 34+ : 
Vor. III. P much 
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A:U.716. much my actions were at variance with my heart. 
The unjuſt odium, however, that I incurred by 
theſe unavoidable compliances, might well teach 
me the true value of liberty, and how wretched 
a condition it is to live under the government of 
a deſpotic power. If any attempts therefore are 
carrying on to reduce us a ſecond time under the 
dominion of a ſingle perſon, hoever that ſingle 
perſon may be, I declare myſelf his-irreconcile- 
able enemy. The truth is, there is no danger 

ſo great that I would not chearfully hazard for 
the ſupport of our common liberties. But the 
conſuls have not thought proper to ſignify to me 
cither by any decree of the ſenate, or by their 
private letters, in what manner I ſhould act in 
the preſent conjuncture. I have received indeed 
only one letter from Panſa ſince the ides of 
March: by which he adviſed me to aflure the 
ſenate, that I was ready to employ the forces 
* under my command in any ſervice they ſhould 
| require. But this would have been a very im- 
prudent declaration at a time when Lepidus had 
profeſſed in his public ſpeeches, as well as in the 
letters, he wrote to all his friends, that he con- 
curred in Antony's meatures. - For could I poſ- 
fibly, without the conſent of the former, lind 
means to ſubſiſt my army in their march thro! 
his 


3 
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his provinces? But granting that I could have &. U. 5104 
ſurmounted this difficulty, I muſt have conquered ; 
another and a ſtill. greater: as nothing leſs than 

a pair of wings could have rendered it practi- 

cable for me to have croſſed. the Alps, whilſt 

every pals was guarded by the troops of Lepidus. 

Add to this, that I could by no means convey 

any diſpatches to Rome : as the couriers were 

not only expoſed in a thouſand different places to 

the danger of being plundered, but were detained 
likewiſe by the expreſs orders of Lepidus *. It is 

well known, however, that I publicly declared at 
Corduba, that it was my reſolution not to reſign 

this province into. any other hands than thoſe 

which the ſenate ſhould appoint z/ not to mention 

how ſtrenuouſiy I withſtood-all. the applications 
that were made to me for parting with the thir» 
tieth legion. 1; could not indeed have given it 

up, without depriving myſelf of a very. conſider- 

able ſtrength for the defence of the republic: as 

there are no troops in the whole world that are 
animated with a braver or more martial ſpirit 

than thoſe of which this legion is compoſed. 
Upon the whole, I hope yen will do me che 
Juſtice to believe, in the firſt place, that 1 am 
extremely deſirous of preſerving ĩhe public tran- 
quillity z as there is nothing 1 RFA wiſh 


3 Lepidus was governor of that port pare of Spain which la 
neareſt to Italy. rem. * on letter 14. 
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A.U.710. than the ſafety of all my fellow- citizens: and 
n de next place, that I am determined to vin- 
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dicate my own and my country's rights. 

It gives me greater ſatisfaction than you cati 
well imagine, that you admit my friend into a 
ſhare of your intimacy. Shall I own, neverthe- 
leſs, that I cannot think of him as the compa- 
nion of your walks, and as bearing a part in the 
pleaſantry of your converſation, without feeling 
ſome emotions of envy? This is a privilege, 


believe me, which I infinitely value: as you'ſhall 


moſt aſſuredly experience by my devoting the 
whole of my time to your company, if ever we 
ſhould live to ſee peace reſtored to the republic. 
I am much ſurpriſed that you did not mention 
in your letter, whether it would be moſt fatif- 
factory to the ſenate that I ſhould remain in this 
province, or march into Italy. If I were to con- 
ſider only my own eaſe and ſafety, I ſhould 
certainly continue here : but-as in the preſent 
conjuncture the republic has more occaſion for 
legions than for provinces, (eſpecially as the loſs 
of the latter may with gteat eaſe be recovered)1 
have determined to move towards Italy with my 
troops. For the reſt, I refer you to the letter 1 


have written to Panſa : a copy of which T here. 


with tranſmit to you. Farewell. np 
Corduba, March the 16th. 


2 29 
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LITT TEN IE 


To Caivs Cassivs. 


OU will receive à full account of the A. U. 710. 
preſent ſituation of affairs from Tidius 
Strabo: a perſon of great merit, and extremely 
well- affected to the republic. Need I add how 
ſtrong his attachment likewiſe is to yourſelf, 
when it thus evidently appears by his leaving his 
family and his fortunes in order to follow you ? 
For the ſame reaſon I forbear to ſollicit your 
good offices in his behalf: as I am perſuaded 
you will think his coming to you a ſufficient 
recommendation to your favour. 
If any misfortune ſhould attend our arms, be 
aſſured that the friends of the republic have no 
other reſource left than in you and Marcus Bru- 
tus. We are at this juncture indeed in the moſt 
imminent danger: as it is with great difficulty. 
that Decimus Brutus ſtill holds out at Mutina. 
However, if he ſhould be ſpeedily relieved, we 
may look upon victory as our on: if not, let 
me repeat it again, every friend of liberty will 
fly for refuge to Brutus and to you. May 
you ſtand ready then with all that ſpirit 
which is neceſſary for the full and complete 
7 deli- 
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A,U.y10.deliverance of our diſtreſſed country! Fare» 


well, 


LETTER XIII. 


To PLANCUS. | * 

＋ HE account chat Furnius gave us of your 
diſpoſition towards the republic, afforded 

the higheſt ſatisfaction both to the ſenate and the 
people, But your letter which was afterwards 
read in the ſenate, ſeemed by no means to com- 
port with thoſe ſentiments our friend had thus re. 
preſented: you as entertaining. At the very time 
indeed when your illuſttious collegue is ſuſtaining 


a ſiege from a lawleſs crew of the moſt worthleſs 


villains, you do not ſcruple to adviſe us to peace. 


But if peace is their ſincere deſire, let them ith» 


mediately lay down their arms, and ſue for it in 
a proper manner: otherwiſe they muſt expect to 
obtain it, not by treaty, be aſſured, but by the 


ſword alone, But 1 leave it to Furnius and your 


worthy brother to acquaint you with the recep. 
tion which your letter upon this ſubject, as well 
as that of Lepidus, met with from the ſenate. 
Mean while, notwithſtanding you are well quali- 
fied to be your own adviſer, and that it will ſoon 
be in your power likewiſe to have recourſe to the 

faithful 
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faithful and friendly: counſcls of Furnius And A. U. 
your brother z yet, in compliance wich that af - ** 


fection to xhich yourrhave ſo may powerful, 
claims, I cannot forbear ſending you a few ad- 
monitions. Believe me then, my. dear Plancus, 
whatever hogours/ you have Hitherto acquited. 
(and you have acquired in. truth. the higheſt) 
they willube conſidered as; fo many. vain and 
empty titles, unleſs you diguiſy them by joining 
in the defence both of the liberties of the people, 
and the authority of the ſenate Let me»conuare 
you therefore to ſeparate yourſelf from thoſe 
aſſociates with hom you have hitherto been 
united, not by choice indeed, but by che gentxal 
attraction of a prevailing party. It has been the 
fortune of many, as t will probably be yours, 
to exerciſe the ſupreme magiſtracy during times 
of public commotions: but not one of this 
number ever derived to | himſelf that eſteem 
and veneration which natutally flaws: from the 
conſular dignity, who had not diſtinguiſhed his 
adminiſtration by an active and zealous regard 
for the intereſts of the commonwealth. To this 
end it ĩs neceſſary, that you renounce the lociety 
of thoſe impious citizens, whoſe principles are 
far different from your own that you ſhew 
yourſelf the friend, the guide, and the protector 
of all thoſe who are faithfully attached to- our 

P 4 con- 
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A. U. 710. conſtitution z and in that be well per- 
z fane, that you per- 


ſuaded that the re-eftabliſhment of the public 
tranquillity conlifts, not merely in laying down 
our-arms, but in being ſecure from all reaſonable 
apprehenſion of their ever being reſumed to en- 
ſlave us again. Thus to think and thus to act, 
will render your character both as a conſul and 
a conſular, moſt truly illuſtrious : but if you 
ſhould. ſteer yourſelf by other maxims and by 
other meaſures, you will poſſeſs thoſe exalted 
diſtinctions, not only without honour, but _ 
the utmoſt diſgrace. 
And now, if I have expreſſed my ue 
with ſomewhat more than ordinary ſeriouſneſs, 
impute it to the zeal of my affection towards you; 
aſſuring yourſelf at the fare time, that you will 
undoubtedly find my advice is founded on truth, 
it you make the experiment in a manner "_ 
of your character. Farewell. 
| March the 20th. 
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To LE Ipus “. 


H E fingular regard I bear you, renders A. U. 210 
it greatly my concern that you ſhould be 


diſtinguiſhed with the higheſt dignities of the re- 


Marcus Æmilius Lepidus was deſcended from one of 
the nobleſt and moſt antient families in Rome: and he 
was himſelf diſtinguiſhed with ſome of the moſt honourable 
poſts in the republic. He ſtood high in the confidence and 
friendſhip of Julius Cæſar: who when he was dictator 
named him for the maſter of the horſe; when he was con- 
ſul, in the year 707, declared him his collegue ; and who 
a ſhort time his death appointed him governor of 
the nearer Spain. One of the moſt elegant of the Roman 
hiſtorians. has repreſented Lepidus, as void of all military 
virtues, and in every view of his character as altogether 
unworthy of that high ſtation to which, fortune had exalted 
him. Accordingly he is deſcribed by Shakeſpear in the 
tragedy of Julius Cæſar, as, N $7 FEY 


'—@ flight unmeritable 6 
Meet to be ſent on errands. 


But tho' the poet has been ſtrictly true to hiſtory ; it may be 
queſtioned, perhaps, whether the hiſtorian has been equally 
faithful to truth. For when one conſiders the great truſt 
which Cæſar repoſed in Lepidus ; his addreſs in prevailin 

with young Pompey, who had made himſelf matter almoſt 
of all Spain, to renounce his conqueſts ; together with the 
ſhare he had in forming that celebrated league between An- 
tony, Octavius and himſelf, which gave him a third part in 
the diviſion of the whole Roman dominions; is it credible 
that his talents were deſtitute of luſtre ? Hiſtory, perhaps, 
may be more reaſonably relied upon in what it has deli. 
vered concerning his moral character: and it is probable 
that Lepidus was ſtrongly  infe&ed with avarice, ambition 
and vanity, This at leaſt is certain, that he ated towards 
the {enate-in the preſent conjuncture, with great diflimulation 


7 public. 
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A.U. 710. public. I cannot therefore but regret, that you- 


omitted to pay your acknowledgments to the 
ſenate for thoſe extraordinary honours they lately 
conferred upon you. Te 

I am glad you are deſirous of compoſing thoſe 
unhappy diſſentions that deſtroy the tranquillity 
of our country: and if you can effect this good 
work conſiſtently with the enjoyment of our li- 
berties, it will be greatly to your own credit, as 
well as to the advantage of the commonwealth. 
Bur if the peace you propoſe, is to re-eſtabliſh 
a moſt oppreſſive tyranny ; be well aſſured there 
is not a man in his ſenſes who. will not rather 
renounce his life than thus ſuffer himſelf to be 
made a ſlave. I ſhould think therefore, that your 
wiſeſt way would be to avoid engaging as the 
mediator of a peace which is neither approved 
by the ſenate, or the people, nor indeed by any 
lover of his country in the whole republic. But 
as this is a truth which you will undoubtedly 
learn from others; I will only add, that I hope 


and treachery. At the time when this letter was written, 
he was at the head of a very conſiderable army in the 
Narbonenſian Gaul, which Cæſar had annexed to the pro- 
vince of Spain, in favour of Lepidus, Pigh. Annal. ii. 451, 


Vel. Patercul. ti. 63. 80. Dio. xlv. 275. 


b The ſenate had lately decreed, that the ſtatue of Lepidus 
ſhould be erected in the torum with an inſcription, in honogr 
of the ſervices he had performed to his country by prevailing 
with young Pompey to lay down his arms. Philip, xvi. 4+ 


you 
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you will conſider with your uſual prudence, in A. U. ic. 
what manner it will be beſt and moſt adviſable 


for you to act. Farewell. 
I. ET TER xv. 
vr To Carvs Cass1vs, 


1 Will not tell you with how much zeal I lately 
ſtood forth, both in the ſenate and before the 
people, an advocate for the advancement of your 
konours “; as it is a circumſtance which I had 
rather you ſhould learn from the letters of your 
family, than from my own hand. I ſhould eaſily 
have carried my point in the former, if I had 
not met with a ſtrenuous oppoſition from Panſa. 
Nevertheleſs, after having enforced my ſenti- 
ments in the ſenate, I made a ſpeech: to the ſame 
purpoſe in an aſſembly of the people: to which 
was introduced by Marcus Servilius the tri- 
bune.; I, urged upon this occaſion, (and with a 
warmth and vehemence ſuitable to a popular 


4+ Dolabella having entered into Aſia Minor, and com- 
mitted 175 outrages and hoſtilities in that province, was 
declared, by a general vote of the ſenate, a public enemy: 
in conſequence of which a debate aroſe concerning the 
perſon to whom the war to be carried on againſt Dolabella 
ſhou!d be entruſted. Cicero moved that a commiſſion ſhould 
be granted to Caſſius for that purpoſe, with the moſt ho+ 
nourable and extenſive powers. But his motion was over» 
ruled by the ſuperior intereſt of Panſa, who ſeems to have 
been ſecretly deſirous of obtaining this command for him» 
ſelf. Vid. Philip. xi, ; 


/ 


\ 


audience) 
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. U. 710. audience) all that I moſt juſtly might in your 
Sd favour: and my ſpeech was received with a 
louder and more univerſal applauſe than ever 
was known before. I hope you will pardon me 
that I took theſe ſteps contrary to the perſuaſions 
of your mother-in-law: who was apprehenſive 
they might give offence to Panſa. He did not 
indeed, forget to avail himſelf of theſe fears: and 
he aſſured the people, that even your own family 
were averſe to my making this motion. I was by 
no means, I confeſs, governed by their ſentiments 
in the caſe: as I acted. entirely with a view to 
an intereſt which I have always endeavoured to 
promote; the intereſt I mean of the republic in 
general; as well as with a regard to the advance- 
ment of your glory in particular. 
There is one article upon which I very largely 
expatiated in the ſenate, as I afterwards repeated 
it likewiſe in my ſpeech to the people: and I 
hope your conduct will fully juſtify what I then 
ſaid. I undertook to aſſure the public, that you 
would not wait for the ſanction of our decrees z 
but agreeably to your uſual ſpirit, would upon 
your own ſingle authority, take ſuch meaſures 
as ſhould appear expedient to you for the defence 
of the commonwealth. I went even farther; and 
almoſt ventured to affirm, that you had already 
aRed in this manner. The truth of it is, altho' I 
was 
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was not at that time certainly informed either in A. U. io. 
what part of the world you were, or what number 


of troops you were furniſned with; yet I was 
confident, I ſaid, that every legion in Aſia 5 had 
ſubmitted to your command, and that you had 
recovered that province to the republic. I have 
only to add my wiſhes, that in every enterpriſe 
you ſhall undertake, you may ſtill riſe above 
yourſelf with ſuperior glory. Farewell. 


EEE 
PLANCUS 0 CIA. 


Should employ this letter in giving you a full 
explanation of my meaſures, if I had no other 
method of convincing you, that I have in eyery 
reſpect conducted myſelf towards the republic 
agreeably to my own promiſes and to your per- 
ſuaſions. I have ever been ambitious indeed of 
obtaining your eſteem, as well as your friend- 
ſhip: and if I have wiſhed to ſecure you for my 
advacate where I have acted wrong; I have been 
no leſs deſirous of giving you occaſion to applaud 
me for acting right, But I was going to ſay, 
that I ſhorten this letter for two reaſons : the firſt 
is, becauſe I have entered into an ample detail 


5 Afia Minor, 


of 


2 
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A. Lie, of every thing in my public manifeſto *; and the 


next, becauſe you will receive a circumſtantial 
account of all that relates to me from Marcus 
Variſidius, a Roman knight and my particular 
friend, whom I have directed to wait upon you. 
In the mean time, let me proteſt, that it was not 
without much concern that I ſaw others anticipate 
me in the good opinion of the republic: but 1 
forebore to declare myſelf, till I ſhould be in a 
condition to effect ſomething worthy of thoſe ex- 
pectations the ſenate has conceived: of me, and 
of that high office? I ſhall ſhortly. bear. And 
ſhould fortune ſecond my endeavours, I hope to 
render ſuch conſiderable ſervices to the republic, 
that not only the preſent age ſhall feel the advan- 
tage of my aſſiſtance, but that it ſhall be remem- 
bered likewiſe in times to come. Mean while, 
that I may purſue theſe endeavours' with the 
greater alacrity, let me intreat yout ſuffrage in 
procuring me thoſe honours which your letter 
ſets before my view as incitements of my patri- 
otiſm: and your intereſt for this purpoſe is equal, 


I well know, to your inclination. Take care of 


your health, and give me your friendſhip i in the 


ſame degree that I finberely give 8 mine. 


6 See the next letter. 


7 The conſulate ; upon which Plancus was to enter tho 
following year. 7 


LEY 


Book xn. of CICERO. ? 223 


LETTER XVII. 


PLancvs, Conſul let; to a Sita” the 
Prætors, the Tribunes, the Senate, and 
the Commons of Rome. | 


EFORE L make. any eben with A. U. 5 to. 
reſpect to my future conduct, I deem it 
neceſſary to juſtify myſelf to thoſe who may 
think that I have held the republic too long in 
ſuſpence concerning my deſigns *.; For I would 
by no means have it imagined that I am atoning 
for my paſt behaviour, when in fact, I am only 
ſeiſing the firſt favourable opportunity of publicly 
declaring a reſolution, which I have long formed. 
I was in no ſort ignorant however, that at a time 
of ſuch general and alarming canfuſions, a leſs 
deliberate diſcovery of my intentions would have 
proved moſt to my own private advantage: as I 
was ſenſible that ſeveral of my fellow-citizens 
had been diſtinguiſhed with great honours, by a 
as fortune had placed me in ſuch-a- ſituation, 
that I could not be earlier in teſtifying mine 
without prejudicing that cauſe which I could 
beter ſerve by concealing them; I was wang 


WP n 20} wia 


See rem. 2. Tie — 
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A.U.710. to ſuffer for a ſeaſon in the good opinion of the 


world: as I preferred the intereſt of the public 
to that of my own reputation. That this was 
the genuine motive of my proceedings, cannot 
reaſonably, I truſt, be queſtioned. For can it 
be ſuppoſed, that a man in my proſperous cir- 
cumſtances, and of my well-known courſe of life, 
whoſe utmoſt hopes too were upon the very point 
of being crowned ?, could be capable either of 
meanly ſubmitting to the deſtructive ambition 
of another, or impiouſly cheriſhing any danger- 
ous ſchemes of his own ? But it required ſome 
time, as well as much pains and expence, to 
render myſelf able to perform thoſe aſſurances 1 
Purpoſed to give to the republic, and to every 
friend of her cauſe; that I might not approach 
with mere empty profeſſions to the affiſtance of 
my country, but with the power of performing 
an effectual ſervice. To this end, as the army 
under my command had been ſtrongly and fre- 
quently ſollicited to revolt, it was neceſſary to 
perſuade them that a moderate reward conferred 
by the general voice of the commonwealth, was 
far preferable to an infinitely greater from any 
fingle hand. My next labour was to convince 
thoſe many cities which had been gained the 


9 Alludin to his being i © aew > © en ihe | 
laſt 
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Jaſt- year "by largeſſes and other donations, that A. U. 10. 
theſe were obligations of no validity, and that 


they ſhould endeavour to obtain the ſame bene- 
factions from a better and more honourable quar- 
ter. I had ſtill the farther talk, to prevail with 
thoſe who commanded iti the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, to join with the mote numerous party in 
a general aſſociation for the defence of our com- 
mon liberties, rather than unite with the ſmaller 
number in hopes of dividing the ſpoils of a 
victory that muſt prove fatal to the whole world. 
Add to this, that I was obliged to augment my 
own troops and thoſe of my auxiliaries ; that I 
might have nothing to fear whenever 1 ſhould 
think proper, contrary to the inclination of ſotne 
about me, openly to avow the cauſe which it Was 
my reſolution to defend. Now I ſhall never be 
aſhamed to acknowledge, that in order to bring 
their ſeveral ſchemes to bear, I ſubmitted, tho 
very unwillingly indeed, to the mortification of 
diſſembling the intentions I really had, and of 
counterfeiting thoſe which I certainly had not : 
as the fate of my collegue ) bad taught me how 


- 14 * * 
7 Decimus Wust To what particular circumiia 
his conduct Plancus alludes, the hiſtory of theſe times oes 
not diſcover. Perhaps he may only mean in general, chat 
Decimus had imprudently drawn upon himſelf the ſiege of 
Nadal We hed Wade te proper alben again 
FEE , TOM? * 12 #1 
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A. Gus. dangerous it is for a man who means well to his 


country, to divulge. his reſolutions. ere he 1 is fuſſi- 
ciently prepared to carry them into execution. 
For this reaſon it was that. I directed my brave 
and worthy lieutenant Caius Furnius, to repre- 
ſent to you more fully than I thought prudent 
to explain in my diſpatches, thoſe meaſures which 
ſeemed neceſſary for the preſervation both of t this 
province and of the republic in general ; as being 
the more concealed method of conyeying my 
ſentiments to you upon that ſubject, as well as 
the ſafer with reſpe& to myſelf. _ "I 


It appears then, that I have long been ſecrer- 


| ly attentive to the defence of the commonwealth. 
But now that by the bounty of the gods I am 


in every reſpect better prepared for that purpoſe, 
I defire to give the world, not only reaſon to hope 
well of my intentions, but clear and undoubted | 
proofs of their ſincerity. * 

1 have five legions ! in readineſs t to ak ; all 
of them zealouſly attached to the republic, and 
diſpoſed by my liberalities to pay an entire obe. 
die net to my orders. The ſame diſpoſition ap- 
pears in every city throughout this province: and 
they earneſtly vie with each other in giving me 


the ſtrongeſt marks of their duty. Accordingiy 


they have furniſhed me with as conſiderable abody 
of auxiliary forces both horſe and foot, as they coe 


Y — 4 poſtibly 
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poſſibly have raiſed for the ſupport of thei own 2 710. 
national liberties. ; As. for myſelf, Lam ready, © 
either to remain here in order to protect this 
province, or to march whereſoeyer elſe the re- 
public ſhalt demand my ſervices. I will offer 
yet another alternative; and either reſign my 
troops and government into any hands that ſhall 
be appointed, or draw upon myſelf the whole 
weight of the war: if by theſe means I may be 
able to eſtabliſn the tranquillity of my country, 
or even retard thoſe calamities with which it is 1 
threatened. 
If at the time 8 FP Ria 
tions, our public diſturbances ſhould happily be 
compoſed ; I ſhall rejoice in an event ſo advan- 
tageous to the commonwealth, notwithſtang- 
ing the honour I ſhall loſe by being too late 
ip the tender of my ſervices *. But on the con- 
trary, if I am early enough in my offers to bear 
a full part in all the dangers of the war; let me 
recommend it to every man of juſtice and can- 
dour to. vindicate me againſt the malevolence of 


thoſe, whom envy may prompe c aſperſe my 
character. | 


* 


* This paſſage ſufficiently diſcovers the true motive of 
Plancus's preſent declarations: as the — ar evidently to 
have flowed from ſome reaſon he h lieve, that the 
conteſt between Antony and the 800 — GOL Hs to be ad- 
Juſted in an amicable manner. 
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ward en ee than the aatksfactten of 
having contributed to the ſecurity of the repub- 
lic. But I think "myſelf bound to recommend 
thoſe brave and worthy men to your eſpecial 
favour, who partly in compliance with my per- 
ſuaſions, but much more in confidence of your 
good faith, would not ſuffer themſelves to be 
prevailed upon by alb the applications that have 


been made both to their hopes and their fears, 


to depart from their duty ang 
wealth. 1 


LETTER XVII. 
To PLAN CUsS. 


Ltho” J had received a very full accouſd 
from our friend Furnius, of your diſpoſi- 

tion with regard to the republic, and of the mea- 

ſures you were meditating in its defence; yet the 
peruſal of your letter * afforded me a ſtill clearer 
view into the whole plan of your patriot purpoſes. 
Notwithſtanding then that you ſhould not have an 


opportunity of executing your projected ſervices, 
as the fate of the ee — . 


5 The ſoregoing letter to —— c . Wa 
a! upon 


Book XIII or GICERO. 


this reaches your hands yet you have acquired, 
nevertheleſs, great and univerſal applauſe from 
what the world has been infermed of your 
general good intentions. Accordingly, had either 


of the conſuls been in Rome : when your diſ- | 


patches arrived, the ſenate would have declared, 
and in terms, I am perſuaded, extremely to your 
advantage, the ſenſe it entertains of your zea- 


lous and atceptable preparations in their cauſe.” 


The proper ſeaſon however for your being re- 


warded with honours of this kind, is, in my opi- 


nion at leaſt, ſo far from being elapſed, that on 
the contrary it ſeems. to be. ſcarce fully arrived: 
as thoſe diſtinctions alone appear to me to de- 
ſerve the name of honours that are conferred by 
our country, not in expectation of ſervices to 
come, but in juſt retribution to thoſe that have 
effectually been performed. Believe me, if any 


form of government ſhould ſubſiſt amongſt us 


where merit can hope to be-diſtinguiſhed, you 
will ſhine out with all the moſt illuſtrious dig- 
nities it can beſtow. But nothing of this kind 
(let me repeat it again) can juſtly be called an 
honour, but what is given, not as the incentive 

4 «© The two conſuls Hirtius and Panſa were both in Gaul, 


and waiting to attempt a deciſive battle with Antony, in 


order to deliver Decimus Brutus from the danger he was 
in at Modena.” Mr. R/. 
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of a conſtant and uniform courſe of patriotiſm. 
Be it then your earneſt endeavour, my dear Plan- 


cus, to acquire theſe well-merited rewards, by 


advancing to the relief of your collegue ;; by 
improving that wonderful unanimity which ap- 
pears in every province for the ſupport of the 
common cauſe; and by giving all poſſible ſuc- 
cour to your country in general. Be perſuaded 


that I ſhall always be ready to affiſt your ſchemes 


with my beſt advice, and to promote yo ho- 
nours with my utmoſt intereſt : in a word, that 
1 ſhall act upon every occaſion wherein ybu are 
concerned, as one who | is moſt ſincerely and moſt 
warmly your friend, 1 am ſo indeed, not only 
from that intercourſe of affectionate good offices 
by which we have been long mutually united, 
but from the love I bear likewiſe to my country; 


in tenderneſs to which Jam more anxious fof 


your life than for my e own.” "FREWED, © *. Wel 
| March the yo A f * 


$ beams. a. 
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1 wich 250 10 Sigking that thoſe who A.U. 710. 

were concerned, in the deſign upon Lily: 
bæum e, deſerved, to haye been executed upon 
the ſpot. But you ſpared them, it ſeems, in the 
apprehenſion that the world would condemn you 
as too freely indulging a vindictive ſpirit ; yet 
as well might you have been apprehenſive, my 
friend, that the world would condemn. you for 
acting too agreeably to your patriot character. 
I very gladly embrace your overtures of renew- 
ing that aſſociation with you for the defence of 
the republic, in which I was formerly engaged 
with your father: and I am perſuaded it is an 
aſſociation, my dear Cornificius, in which we 
ſhall ever be united. It is with much pleaſure 
likewiſe that I find you eſteem it unneceſſary to 
ſend me any ceremonious acknowledgments of 
my ſervices: formalities indeed would ill agree 

with that intimacy which ſubſiſts bergen us. 


6 Acity in Sicily, oppoſite to the coaſt of Lybia in Africa. 
The particulars of the affair alluded to, as we, * the perſons 
concerned in it, are unknown, p 


'Q4 g It 


9 
"Ak. ; 
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* 
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If the ſenate were ever holden in che abſence of 
the conſuls, unleſs upon ſome very ſudden and 
extraordinary occaſion, it would have been more 
frequently ſummoned in order to concert proper 
meaſures for the ſupport of your authority. But 
as neither Hirtius nor Panſa are in Rome, no de- 
cree cari at preſent be procured i ih relation to 9 


ſeveral ſums of two millions 7 and of ſeven 


millions ®of ſeſterces which you mention, I 
think, however, that you are ſufficiently "avtho- 


riſed to raife this money by way of loan, in Vir 
tue of that general decree of the ſenate by WiKch 


you were confirmed in your government. 

I imagine you are informed of the ſtate + dur 
affairs, by thoſe to whom it properly belongs to 
ſend you the intelligence. As for myſelf; I con- 


ceive great hopes that things will take a favour: 


able turn. I am not wanting at leaſt in my ut. 
moſt vigilance and efforts for that r- and 


the abc The recovery of our liberties does 
not ſeem, indeed, even now, to be à matter of 
great difficulty: I am ſure it would have been 
perfectly eaſy, if ſome n _ aftect in the 
manner they ought.” Farewell. 


A bout 600 l. of our money. 
About 560000 1. 
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LETTER *. 


To Prancus 


I. principally or te ike of ay comnry that gude 


I ought to rejoice in the very powerful ſuc- 
cours with which you have ſtrengthened the re 
public, at a juncture when it is well-nigh reduced 
to the laſt extremity. I proteſt however by all 
my hopes of congratulating you on the victori 
ous deliverance of the commonwealth, that a 

conſiderable part of the joy which I feel upon 
— didis face the ſhare I take in your 
glory. Great indeed is the reputation you have 
already acquired; and great, I am perſuaded, will 
be tho honours-that will hereafter be conferred 
upon you: for aſſure yourſelf nothing could 
make a ſtronger impreſſion upon the ſenate than 
your late letter # to that aſſembiy. It did ſo, 
both with reſpect to thoſe very important ſer- 
viees which it brought us an account that you 
had performed, and with regard to that ftrength, 
of ſentiment and expreſſion with which it way 
drawn up. It contained nothing however that 
was in the leaſt ubexpected to myſelf: as I was 
not only partly ell: wequangee with your” 


s The letter Vo . . to have . a fable. 
quent one to that which ſtands the 14th in che preſent bock. 


J heart, 


234. 


TuB LET TERS Book XIII. 


A. U. 710, heart, and had not forgotten the promiſes you 


had given me in your letters, but as I had re- 


ceived from Furnius a full information of all 
your deſigns. Theſe indeed appeared to the ſe- 


nate much beyond what they had allowed then. 


ſelves to hope: not that they ever entertained it 
leaſt doubt of your diſpoſition, but becauſe they) 


were by no means ſufficiently appriſed gither of 
what you were in a condition to effect, or h 
ther you purpoſed to march. It was with infi⸗ 
nite pleaſure. therefore that I read the letter which 
Marcus Variſidius delivered to me op your part. 

received it on the 7th of this month in the morn-· 
ing, amidſt a large circle of. very worthy citizens; 
who were attending in order to conduct me from 
my houſe: and I immediately gave them a ſhare 
in my joy. Whilſt we were mutually congratu · 
lating each other upon this happy occurrence, 
Munatius came to pay me his uſual morning - 
viſit : to Who I likewiſe communicated your 
letter. It was the firſt, notice he had received of 
an expreſs being arrived from you: as Variſidius, 
in purſuance of your directions, did not deliver 
any of his diſpatches till he had firſt waited upon 
me. A ſhort time however after Munatius had 
left me, he returned with your letter to himſelf, 
together alſo with that which you wrote to the 


ſenate... We thought proper to carry the latter 
1 A imme- 
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immediately to Cornutus: who as pretor of the au — 4 


city, ſupplies the office of the conſuls in their 
abſence, agreeably, you know, to an antient 
and eſtabliſned cuſtom. The ſenate was in- 
ſtantly ſummoned: and the expectation: that 
was raiſed by the general report of an expreſs 
being arrived from you, brought together a very 
full aſſembly. As ſoon as your letter was read, 
it was objected that Cornutus had not taken the 
auſpices in a proper manner: and this ſcruple 
was confirmed by the general ſentiments of our 
college ꝰ. In conſequence of this, the ſenate 
was adjourned to the following day: : when I 
had a 'very warm conteſt with Servilius, who 
ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed the paſſing of any decree to 
your honour. For this purpoſe he had the inte- 
reſt to procure his own motion to be firſt pro- 
poſed to the ſenate ? : which being rejected how- 
ever by 3 great majority, mine was next taken 
into conſideration. But when the ſenate had 
unanimouſly agreed to it, Publius Titius*, at 
the inſtigation of Servilius, eee his nega- 


»der an. 3 p. 27. 50. 


2 "The ſenate could not enter into any debate, unleſs the 
modes of it was propoſed to them in form by ſome of the 
magiſtrates; who had the ſole privilege of referring any . 
queſtion to à vote, or of dividing the houſe upon it. Miclet. 
en lie Ras. S. 9. 16% 14 7 


One of the oo It hs already Sg. that 
thoſe magiſtrates a er of putting a ſtop to 
Ms _ the ſenate, 585 2 * 


tive. 


A-U7710. tive. The farther deliberation upon this affair 
1 
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vas poſtponed therefore to the next day: When 
Servilius came prepared to ſupport an oppoſition, 
hich in ſame ſort might be conſidered as injuri- 
ous to the honour even of Jupiter himſelf ;; a8 
it was in the Capitol that the ſenate, upon this 
occaſion, as aſſernbled. I leave it to your other 
friends to inform you in what manner I mortified 
Servilius, and with how much warmth I expoſed 
the contemptible interpoſition of Titius. But 
this I will myfelf aſſure you, that the ſenate 


"oy The Capitol was a temple dedicated to Jupiter, and the 
moſt conſiderable ſtructure of the ſacred kind in all Rome. 


which the fortune of the whole empire de K 

h —— rented — Fre- Capitoliune + M003 ON 

. Falgens, triumphati/que pant -OLLLLACORTNE? 

' Roma ferox dare jura Metis. Hon. Od. iii. 3. 42. 
1 0 


Dum domus /Enti Capitoli l 1 | 77 
Acculet, imperiumgue Pater Romanus habebit. En. ix. 448. 


Cicero thereſore, by a very artful piece of flattery inſinuates, 
that the oppoſition Servilius made to the honours which the 
ſenate intended to have paid to Plancus, was in affect an af- 
front to that ſupreme and guardian divinity in whoſe temple 
the tranſaction paſſed, as os contrary. to the intereſt of a 
| Sohle which was diſtinguiſhed by Jupiter himſelf with his 
mme An 
could 


. 


Mate preſence. Vid. En. viii. 346. 


£ 
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could not poffibly act with greater dignity and A. U. 210, 
ſpirit, or ſhew a ſtronger diſpoſition to advance 

your honours, than it diſcovered upon this occa- 

ſion. Nor are you leſs in favour with the whole 
city in general: as indeed all orders and degrees 
of men amongſt us, remarkably concur in the fame 
common zeal for the deliverance of the republic. 
Perſevere then, my friend, in the glorious courſe = 
upon which you have entered: and let nothing 
leſs than immortal fame be the object of your 
well-direted ambition. Deſpiſe the falſe ſplendor 
of all thoſe empty honours that are ſhort-lived, 
tranſitory and periſhable. True glory is found- 
ed upon virtue alone: which is never ſo illuſtrĩ- 
ouſly diſtinguiſhed as when it diſplays itſelf by 
important ſervices to our country. You have 
at this time a moſt favourable opportunity for that 
purpoſe: which as you have already embraced, 
let it not lip out of your hands till you ſhall have 
employed it to full advantage; leſt it be ſaid, that 
you are more obliged to the republic than the re- 
public is obliged to you. As for my own part; 
you will always find me ready to contribute to 
the advancement as well as to the ſupport of yout 
dignities: indeed it is what I owe not only to 
our friendſhip, but to the commonwealth ; which 

is far dearer to me than life irſelf. 


5 


28 . 
” 


238 


AY. 
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Whilſt I was employing my beſt ſervices for 
the promotion of your honours, I received great 
pleaſure in obſerving the prudence and fidelity 
which Titus Munatius exerted for the ſame pur- 
poſe. I had experienced thoſe qualities i in him 
upon other occaſions: but the incredible dili- 
gence and affection with which he acted for your 


Intereſt in this affair, ſhewed them to me in a 


ſtill ſtronger and more conſpicuous at of view. 


Farewell. 


April the 11th. 


LETTER XXL. 


To CornirFicivs. 


Y friendſhip with Lucius Lamia is well 
known, ' I am perſuaded, not only to 
yourſelf, who are acquainted with all the circum- 
ſtances of my life, but to every Roman in gene- 
ral. It moſt conſpicuouſly appeared, indeed, to 
the whole world, when he was baniſhed by the 
conſul Gabinius * for having, with ſo remarkable 
a ſpirit of freedom and fortitude, riſen up in my 


defence 5. Our friendſhip however did not com- 


mence from that period : it was from a an meas] 


+ See rem. 21. p. 174. vol. © 


$ * Cicero was perſecuted by Clodias. * * 
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of a much earlier date that he was induced thus 4. v. 710. 


generouſly to expoſe himſelf to every danger in my 
cauſe. To theſe his meritorious ſervices I muſt add, 
that there is no man whoſe company affords me 
a more true and exquiſite entertainment. After 
what I have thus ſaid, you will think it needleſs, 
ſurely, that I ſhould uſe much rhetoric in recom- 
mending him to your favour. You ſee the juſt 
reaſon I have for giving him ſo large a ſhare of 
my affection: whatever terms therefore the 
ſtrongeſt friendſhip .can require upon an occa- 
ſion of this nature, let your imagination ſup- 
ply for me in the preſent. I will only aſſure 
you, that your good offices to the agents, the 
ſervants, and the family of Lamia, in every ar- 
tick wherein his affairs in. your province ſhall re- 
quire them, will be a more acceptable inſtance 
of your generoſity than any you could confer in 
my own perſonal concerns. I am perſuaded in- 
deed from your great penetration into the cha- 
raters of men, that without my recommenda- 
tion you would be perfectly well-diſpoſed to give 
him your beſt aſſiſtance. I muſt confeſs at the 
ſame time, I have heard that you ſuſpect him of 
having ſigned ſome decree of the ſenate injurious 
to your honour. But I muſt aſſure you, in the 
firſt place, that he never ſigned wy during the 

admi- 
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AV.31o. adminiſtration of thoſe conſuls ; and in the 


next, that almoſt. all the decrtes which were 
pretended to be paſſed at that time, were abſo. 
lutely forged. The truth is, you might juſt xs 
reaſonably ſuppoſe I was concerned in that de- 
cree to which my name was ſubſcribed, relating 
to Sempronius ; tho? in fact I was then abſent 
from Rome, and complaineg, I remember, of 
the injury that had been done me, in a letter 
which I wrote to you upon the occafion. But 
not to enter farther into this ſubject; I moſt ear. 
neſtly intreat you, my dear Cornificius, to conſi- 
der the intereſt of Lamia, in all reſpects, as 
mine, and to let him fee that my recommenda- 
tion has proved of ſingular advantage to his af- 
fairs; aſſuring yourſelf, that you cannot in v 
inſtance more e oblige me. Farewell. 


5 It is 4 A uncertain. to what cooſul Cicero aludes: 
n 1 to Antouy and Dolabella. 
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Ornificius 5 — your Jeter t to me on the A.U. 518; 


17th. of Mareh, about-three-weeks; as he 
1010 me, after he had received it from your hands; 
The ſenate did not aſſemble either on that day or 
the next; however on the gth they met: when I 
defended your cauſe in a very full houſe; and with 
no unpropitious regards from Minerva. I may 
with peculiar propriety ſay ſo, as the atv of 
that guardian goddeſs of Rome, which, I for- 
merly erected in the Capitol *, and which had 
lately been thrown down by an high wind, 
was at the ſame time decreed, to be replaced. 
Your letter which Panſa read to the ſenate was 
much approved,. and afforded great ſatisfaction 
to the whole aſſembly. It fired them at the ſame 


timewith general Ds againſt the impudent 


It was a fort of proverbial expreflion among the Romans, 
when they ſpoke. xt any ſueceſoful undertaking, to ſay that it 
was carried on not without the approbation of Minerva.“ 


1% Cicero a little before his retreat into baniſhment; took 
< a fmall ſtatue of Minerva, which had long been revereneed 
« in his family as # kind of ratelar deity; and carrying it to 
the Capitol, placed it in the temple of Jupiter, andertite 
* title of Mizerva the guardian of the city.” Life of Cie. i; 
350. 
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A.U.710. attempts of the horrid Minotaur: for ſo I may well 


call thoſe combined adverſaries of yours, Calvi- 
ſius and Taurus . It was propoſed therefore 
that the cenſure of the ſenate ſhould paſs upon 
them: but that motion was over-ruled. by the 
more merciful Panfa. However, a decree was 
voted upon this occahon extremely to your! N 
nour. 


As for my own good offices in your —_ 


' aſſured, my dear Cornificius, they have not been 


wanting from the firft moment I conceived a 
hope of recovering our liberties. Accordingly 
when I laid a foundation for that purpoſe on 
the 2oth of December laſt “, while the reſt of 
thoſe who ought to have been equally forward'ih 
that work, ſtood timidly heſirating i in what man 
ner to act, I had a particular view to the preſerving 
you in your preſent poſt: and to this end! prevall- 
ed with the ſenate to agree to my motion con- 
cerning the continuance of the proconſuls in thelr 
reſpective provinces. But my zeal in your cauſe 


The Minotaur was a fabulous monſter, which the-poets 
deſcribe as half man half bull. Cicero therefore in alluſion 
to the name of Taurus who had joined with Caluiß us in ſome 


combination againſt Cornificius jocoſely gives them the ap- 
pellation of 6 112162 160 


1 When he ſpoke his third and fourth Philippic orations: 
wherein Cicero endeavoured, amongſt other articles, to ani. 


mate the ſenate and the prople to vigorous meaſures againſt 
Pye 


di 


* 
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did not terminate here: and I ſtill continued my A. U. 7 70, 
attacks upon that person, ho in cuntempt g 
che ſenate, as well as moſt injuriouſly to ybuſ had, 
even whilſt he himfclf was abſent” from Rome, 
ptocured your government to be allotted to him. 
My frequent, or to ſpeak more properly, my in- 
ceſſant remonſtranees againſt his proceedings, 
forced him, "much againſt bis inclinations,” to en- 
tet Romet where he und himſelf obliged to re- 
linquiſk the hopes of an honour, hfek de thought 
himſelf no leſs ſure of than if it had been in his 
_ atublppſeon; It gives me great Plekfurt that 
theſe my juſt and honeſt ihveRtives againſt your 
adverfary, in conjuritioh with your own exalted 
merit, have ſecured ybu in your governmént: as 
I rejoice extremely likewiſe in the ae 
honours'you have there received. 

I vety readihy admit of your Gi in regard 
to Semptonius; well Knowing that your condökt 
vpon that öccuſton indy juſtly be imputed” to 
thoſe errors to Which we were all equally "Rable, 
whilſt ' we trod the dark and dubious paths of 
bondage; I myſelf indeed, the grave inſpirer of 
your counſels and the firm defender of your dig- 
nities, Even I, my. friend, was injudiciouſly hur- 
ried away by my indignation at the times, when 
1 Aal deſpairing of liberty, 1 2 

$4 * 2 I 


244 
. zo, to retire into Greece“. But the Eteſian witids, 


like ſo many patriot· citiaens, refuſed to waft me 
from the commonwealth: whilſt Auſter con- 
ſpiring in their deſigns, collected his whole force 


gainſt the meaſures of Antony with ſo much ſpi- 
rit and indignation, that he loſt all manner, of 
patience; and pointing the whole rage of his hac 
chanalian fury at my devoted hegd, he at f 
endeavoured to gain a pretence of aſſaſſinating me 


a the fumes of his nauſeous intemperance, into the 
toils of Octavius That excellent youth drew 
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and drove me back again to Regium. From 
thence I returned to Rome with all the expedi 
tion that ſails and dars could ſpeed me: and the 
very next day after my arrival I ſhewed the world 


that I, was the only mag, amidſt a race, of the 
moſt abject ſlaves, that dared, to aſſert his free 


dom and independency 2. I inyeighed indeed 


in the ſenate : but that prqject not ſucceeding, 


his next reſource was to lay wait for my. life in 


private. But I extricated myſelf from his inſi- 
dious ſnares, and drove him, all reeking with 


6 An account of this intended voyage has already been 


given in a former note. See rem. 3. 5. 134. of this, vol... 


7 This ſeems to allude to his havin ng refuſed to 2 bed 


ence to a ſummons from Antony, to attend a 


ſenate which was held on that day. See. rem. 1. — 
this vol. 


oaavius as ſoon as he returned into Italy after the ach 


* of Cæſar, endeavoured to cap Cicero i in his intereſt; as Ci- 


5 
LN *4 


together 
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together a body of troops, in the firſt” place, A U. 2 


n n —— OP 


N , 
ge f? 0 me TOY er 


pn 50 lefs Kaif ani the 1 1 
Octavius. They both of them indeed had one of the ſtrongeſt 
of Kl motives, haps, for a mutual coalition : as there is 
in whic q mayo unite more-amicably, than in 
huntin RPE fawn n foe; .. The. lea — 
into wich Ci Tanks with Octavius, exten 
. — ; 
e only e to ſu avius in his art 
Ceſar L east which N it Was ese edged, ns per ad 


wh even this was a. greater 
Wk a Ke pO Kl could A 9 
— the conteſt, between Antony —— with re- 
ſped | to the mon in uot was altogether perſonal ; yet 
7 — (is the aceurate obſerver upon the 
iſtles between Cicero and Brutus juſtly remarks) it be- 
he a matter of more extenſive concern. In the firſt 
* e was joined with the ſucceſſion to the name of Cz- 
r: which was looked upon by the chiefs of the Cæſarean 
<< party as an earneſt of the/continuance-of the public ſettle- 
„ ment made by Cæſar i in the perſon of QQtayius; and on 
the ſame account it was always ſuſpected = more diſ- 
„ cerning republicans! , Ix the. next place, pave OQavius 
10 1 Kube occaſion of being che diſtingu Rea aſſertor of 
s acts, and of the full —— all his bequeſts: 
« by which means he drew upon himſelf the eyes of all 
« veterans, the military force of the empire, and intereſt 
c the blood yp goin his:caule; fince i it was the 
«© common cauſe of all who were | expeRtin with impatience 
the effect of Caſar's liberality.” + However, had Cicero's 
engagements with Octavius ended here; his conduct might 
have excuſed at leaſt, tho” it certainly could not have 
been juſtified. But when he afterwards armed Octavius with 
the power and the dignities of the ſtate; when he truſted (as 
ou expel 9 er the 6 mer — ry life 5 geni- 
ou bas es it) . in the hands 
. —— our to 2 7 5 he ſeems e ſearly to to 
— — in to the ends of his heart, 
and to have ſacrificed the cauſe of the republic to the hatred 


he bore to Antony. Plutarch expreſly aiſigus this 289 


—_ . 
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A.V.710: the next for that of the republic in general: hic 


if he had not happily raiſed, Antony, in his te- 
turn from Brundifium, would have ſpread deſo- 
lation, like a waſting peſtilence, around the land, 
What followed I need not add; as I imagine you 
are well appriſed of all that has happened ſubſe: 
quent to that period. To return then to What 
gave occaſion to this digreſſion 4 let me again af 
fure you, that I am perfectly well ſatisfied with 
your excuſe concerning Sempronius. The truth 
is, it was impoſſible to act with any deter- 
mined ſteddineſ and uniformity in times of 
ſach total anarchy and confuſion. But other 
“days (to uſe an expreſſion of Terence) are now 
arrived, and other meaſures are now required.” 
Come then, my friend, let us fail forth together, 
and even take our place at the helm. All the 
advocates, of liberty are embarked in one. com- 
mon bottom: and it is my utmoſt endeavour 
to ſteer them right. May proſperaus gales then 
attend our voyage! But whatever winds may ariſe, 


mores io for Ing Ray * — — 4 hich indeed is 
abun by his letters to Atticus. It appears 
from the e Wa that * re was ſo little difference with reſpect to 
the N | intereſt, whether Antony or ORavius was at 
tac head of affairs. that neither Atticus, nor Cicero could 
determine in that view which to prefer: walde tibi afſentiors 
ſays our author to his friend, % multum poſit Ofavianu, 
mali firmius acts tyrauni comprobatum iri, quam in tellaris: 
argue id contra Braium feri. Sin autem vincitur, wides intal- 
ler -abilem Antonium; ut quem welis neſcias, Ad At. xvi. 14+ 
Plut. in Brut, Tunſtal's obſerv. on the epiſt. between Brut. 
and Cic. p. 132, Obſerv. on the life of Cic. p. 50, 


, my 
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my beſt ſkill, moſt aſſuredly, ſhall not be want - A. U. 710. 
ing: and is it in the power of patriotiſm to be 
anſwerable for more? In the mean time, let it be 

your care to cheriſh in your breaſt every gene- 

rous and exalted ſentiment; remembering always 

that your true glory muſt ever be inſeparably 
connected with the republic. Farewell. 
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Garza*"'to Cicrro, 


N.the 15th of this month, the day on A.U.710, 
() which Panſa intended to join the ar- 
my of Hirtius, Antony drew out of his 
lines the ſecond and thirty-fifth legions, toge- . 


He had been one of Czſar's lieutenants in Gaul; but 
not being favoured by him in his purſuit of the conſulſhip, he * 
joined in the. conſpiracy with Brutus and Caſſius, He was ' | 
great-grand-father do the emperar Galba. Quartier: = 
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A.U.710. ther with his own prætorian cohort, and that of 
b— $ilanus *; both which were compoſed of che 

Evocati. I happened at this time to be in Pan- 
ſa's army; having been ſent an hundred miles 
Expreſs, in order to haſten his march. Anto 
advanced towards us with theſe troops; in 
ſuppoſition that our forces conſiſted only of four 
new-raiſed legions : whereas Hirtius, the better 
to ſecure our junction, had taken advantage of 
the preceding night to reinforce us with the mar- 
tial legion, which I generally commanded, as 
alſo with two pretorian cohorts. Theſe regi- 
ments upon the very firſt appearance of Anto- 
ny's cavalry, could by no means be reſtrained 
from engaging : ſo that we were under an abſo- 
lute neceſſity. of following them to the charge. 
Antony in order to deceive us into a belief that 
none of his legions were with him, had poſted 
them at Forum- gallorum 4, and only appeared 
with his horſe and light · armed troops in view. 
Panſa when he ſaw that contrary to his inclina- 
tion the martial legion had ruſbed on to the wt- 
bak, gave dire tons that two of his new-raiſefl 
„„ 


eral, had conducted à body of troo s to the aſſiſtance of 
Auto in the fiego of Modena. Dio. xlvi. p.336. a 


s See rem. 1, P. 340. vol. i. 


Y No called Caftel-Franeo: a ſmall village on the - 
% oy wr. between Modena and Bologna. 


1 legions 


Book XIV. oH CICERO; 251 
legions which were behind, ſhould immediately 4. U. 716, 
come up. As ſoon as we had paſſed the woods © 

and a moraſs, we formed in order of battle with 
twelve cohorts *; the other two legions I juſt 

now mentioned not being yet arrived. Antony 
obſerving this, drew all his forces out of the vil: 

lage, and inſtantly began the engagement. Both 

ſides maintained the firſt onſet with the moſt ob- 

ſtinate bravery : tho? indeed our right wing, in | 
which I commanded eight cohorts of the martial 
legion, at the very beginning of the action re- 
pulſed Antony's thirty-fifth legion, and purſued 

them above s paces out of the field, But 1 

no ſooner obſerved the enemy's cavalry attempt- 

ing to ſurround the wing from which I had ad- 
vanced, than I endeavoured to rejoin it; order- 

ing at the ſame time my light-armed troops to 
engage Antony's Mooriſh horfe, leſt they ſhould 

fall upon us in our rear. But whilſt I was at- 
tempting to regain my poſt, I found myſelf in 

the midſt of the enemy's troops, and perceived 
Antony himſelf at a ſmall diſtance behind me. 
Upon this, throwing-my ſhield croſs my ſhoul- 

ders, I galloped full ſpeed towards one of our 
new-raiſed legions, which I ſaw advancing from 


A cohort conſiſted of about four or five hundred men. 


6 « The common editions add here guingentos + but it is 
„ not found either in Dr. Mead's M. S. or any other autho- 
v6 rity,” Mr. Roſs. * 
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0108/9 the camp; the enemy at the ſame time purſu- 


latter ſoon diſcovered who I was, I had the very 
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ing me on the one ſide, and our on men aim- 
ing their pikes at me on the other: but as the 


extraordinary good fortune to eſcape. Cæſar'a 


prætorian cohort *, which was poſted on the 


Emilian road, made a very long and vigorous 
reſiſtance. But our left wing, in which were two 
cohorts of the Martial legion, together with the 
pr=torian cohort, and which formed indeed the 
weakeſt diviſion of our army, began to give 
ground; being hemmed in by Antony's cavalry, 
in which he is extremely ſtrong. - As ſoon as 
all our troops had made good their retreat, 
I began to think of mine; and was the laſt 


that entered our camp. Antony conſidering 


himſelf as maſter of the field, imagined he could 
likewiſe take poſſeſſion of our camp: but after 


an unſucceſsful attempt, he retired with _ 


Joſs. 
As ſoon as Hirtius was informed of * had 
paſſed, he put himſelf at the head of twenty ve- 


teran cohorts, and meeting Antony in his return 


from the attack of our camp, engaged him upon 


the very ſpot where our action had juſt before 


happened; and entirely defeated his army. About 
ten o'clock that night, Antony with his cavalry 


regained his camp near Mutina; as Hirtius ro- 


s Odtayius, 


tired 
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tired to that Which Tanſa had quitted in the A:U-719- 
morning, and in which he had a ones. 
Bonn that repulſed Antony. 

The enemy — png wary 
veteran... troop. But this advantage was not to 
be obtained without a loſs like wiſe on our fide; 
the prætorian cohorts, together with the Martial 
legion, having ſomewhat ſuffered in this action. 
We have taken two legionary ſtandards, toge- 
ther with ſixty others: and upon the whole have 
weed a very conſiderable victory. * 


From the camp, Apt the 20th, © 


* 
- * ©* * 9 
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Praxen 8 to Crerzo®. 
affords me great pleaſure to reflect, that I 
have amply juſtified your favourable repreſen- 
els of me, by having ſtrictly fulfilled the 
promiſes T made you. I give you a proof like- 
wiſe of my particular affection, by acquainting 
n before — — of * ＋ bares 1-9 "wah the 


1 


*. & — 9 — 


3 When 3583 wrote 3 ke had! not a ad- 
vice of the action between the troops of Antony and thoſe of , 
the republic: of which an account has been given in the 
A 8 epiſtle. 2 


meaſures 
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A. U. 0 meaſures I have taken. I hope you are well per- 
S ſuaded, that the republic will daily receive'Rtil 

| ſtronger inſtances of my attachment: let me ag 
ſure you at leaſt, that you ſhall be more and 
more convinced of it by the cleareſt and moſt 
unqueſtionable evidence. As to what concerns 
my own perſonal intereſt; I proteſt to you, my 
dear Cicero, by all my hopes of reſcuing the xe. 
public from choſe imminent dangers to which it 
is expoſed, that notwithſtanding I eſteem thoſe il 
luſtrious recompences which are conferred by the 
ſenate as no leſs deſirable. than immortal fame, 
yet, . believe me, I ſhall not in the leaſt remit of 
my earneſt endeavours to aſſiſt the commonwealth, 
altho' I ſhould never participate of its glorious 
rewards. If the ardor and efficacy of my zeal, 
ſhould not diſtinguiſh me, ' amidſt thoſe many 
excellent citizens who ſtand forth in the defenge 
of our country; let not your ſuffrage contribute 
to the increaſe of my honours, I have no ambi- 
tion inconſiſtent with, that general equality 
which I have taken up arms: and am perf 
well contented to leave it to your own determina- 
tion both when and in what manner my ſervices 
ſhall be recompenſed. Nothing indeed can he 
deemed too late or too inconſiderable, which ts 
given to a man as a public „ of his do 
try's approbation, 


3 Having 
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Having reached the Rhone by long marches, A. U. 710. 
I paſſed that river with my whole army on the | 
27th of April: and immediately ordered a detach- 
ment of a thouſand horſe to advance before 
me from Vienna, by a ſhorter road. If I meet 
with no obſtructions on the part of Lepidus, ! 
doubt not of giving the republic reaſdn to be- 
tished with my diligence and expedition: but if 
he ſhould attempt to intercept my paſſage, I muſt 
Of this however I will how afſute you, chat the 
army I am conducting is highly reſpectable, 
whether conſidered with regatd to the na- 
ture, the number, or the fidelity of my troops. 
I will only add, that I defire your friendſhip up- 
on no other terms than as you are ſure I ſhall, al- 
ways give you the warmeſt returns of mine. 
„ N 


A rc Vienne: a city in the province of Das 
phiny, ſituated * the Rhone. 


2 


| 
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LETTER III. 

Dzcimvs Bavyrtvs to Ciezx 8 

A. U. 710. NO are ſenſible how great a loſs the repub- 
—Y— LI lic has ſuſtained, by the death of Panſu *; 
It behoves you therefore to exert all your credit 

and addreſs, to prevent our enemies from enter. 

taining any reaſonable hope of recovering their 
ſtrength, now that they have thus deprived us of 

both our conſuls*. I am preparing to purſue 
Antony immediately: and I truſt ſhall be able to 

render it impoſſible either for Antony to continue 

in Italy, or for Ventidius * to eſcape out of it. 


— _ — 


© Panſa died at Bologna a few days after the battle of Mu- 
tina, of the wounds he received in that action. Appias ill, 
p- 572. 


> Hirtius and Octavius after the battle mentioned in the 
preceding note, were determined at all hazards to relieve 
% Modena: and after two or three days ſpent in finding the 
« moſt likely place of breaking thro? the intrenchments, they 
% made their attack with ſuch vigor, that Antony, rather 
<< than ſuffer the town to be ſnatched at laſt out of his hands, 
« choſe to draw out his f and come to a general battle. 
% The ſight was bloody and obſtinate: and Antony's men, tho? 
* obliged to give ground, bravely diſputed every inch of it: 
« tillDecimus Brutus, taking the opportunity at the ſame time 
to ſally out of the town at the head of his garriſon, helped 
6 — to determine aad complete the victory. Hirtius 
«« puſhed his advantage with great ſpirit, and forced his way 
« into Antony's camp: but when he had gained the middle 
of it, was unfortunately killed near the general's tent.” 
Life of Cic. iii. 204, 


3 Ventidius was a ſoldier of fortune, who from the meaneſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
| 
! 
ö 
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As I ſuppoſe you ſee very 8 A. U. 7to. 


which Polſio wilt purſue; need ſay nothing to 
you upon that article. But I mak it my firſt 
and principal requeſt chat you would ſend to 
Lepidus, in order, if poſſible, to prevent that 
light and inconſtant man from rene wing the war, 
by joining with Antony: as bor Lepidns and 
Pollio are at the: head of very numerous and 
powerful arms. I do not mention this as im- 
gining that you are not equally attentive to theſe- 
important points; but from * 


ori 111 OR one of the hol: QittigguIced | of 
them The father of Pompey bayin burger of 
Aſcalum in the Italic or ſoclal War, ref = . rt of the in- 


habitants to grace his triumphal entry into Rome ; amon 
which was the mother of Ventidius, who walked before the 
victor's car with her * ſon at her breaſt. When he 
grew up, he ained his Rvefihobd by as a groom : 
in which employment having gotten nd alittle money, 
he furniſhed, himſelf wich ſome ＋ 71 carriages, which 
he let out to — 79 [ for the uſe of the proconſuls 
in their way rovigces, In this ba. nor $A e 7 
knownl ee, wo wry nl oe, s 
rior ta his ſtation, took him into Gaul, where he —_ 
him in his my; and after the Gvif wars were cided, ff 
him a place in the ſ De 
the death of Cæſar, he attached Hmſelf to 115 e er 
trek «ry _ be — wn 0 e — mare 
at the voy 0 0 0 whic 

r ee e e be had 
——_ parts of Italy. Towards the >. of 2 preſent 
year, t umvitate af ed N conſul” Mivin Hivikg ert ly | 
afrerwards obtained a tigni? over 
conduct and bravery were rewurded with 4 trumpft: aud 
to crown the ſeries of his jory, he was honoured at hif 
pong > yy Ann — ä 
7. 239. Fe. 5 1 6727 
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A. U. vo that Lepidus, however dubious it may perhaps 
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appear, to the ſenate, will never of himſelf act 


in the manner he ought. Let me intreat you 


like wiſe to confirm Plancus in his preſent reſolu- 
tions: Who, I ſhould hope, when he ſees Antony 
driven out. of Italy, will not be wanting in his 


aſſiſtance to the republic. If the latter ſhould 


have croſſed. the. Alps, I purpoſe to poſt a 
proper r number of forces to guard the paſſes of 
thoſe mountains“: and you may depend upon 
my. giving you regular notice of all my moto tions. 


Farewell. 


[Tas 


Eppan my camp at Nen. 14-7 Jaxtighve 
nila the agel = 64 1 


N 
1 | is , þ 
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o pleaſing was the letter I received ae 
you two days before our victory at Mü 

tina! wherein you gave me an account of the 
ſtate of your troops, of your zeal to the republic, 


and of the expedition with which you were ad- 


| 4 The. b of, this daz end, e have Me Des. 
Mr. Roſs conjectures, in order. to intercept the march of 
Ventidius, and e him n e A byer , 


the Alps. "4 £4 ' "_ 4 
A town upon e Eilan way, between Modena and 
Parma. It is now called Reggio. B- 2 > 


; 2 vancing 
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vancing to the relief of Brutus. But notwith- A. U. 510% 
Randitg that the enemy was defeated before you 
could join our army : the hopes nevertheleſs of 
the commonwealth are ſtill fixed entirely upon 
you! as the principal leaders of theſe infamou _-. , 
rebels have eſcaped, it.is ſaid, from the field of - 
battle. Lou will remember therefore, that to 
exterminate the remains of this party, will be a 
ſervice no. leſs acceptable to the ſenate, than if 
you. had given them, the firſt. repulle,.._. e 

Jam waiting, as well as: many others, with 8 
great impatience for the return of your couriers. 
[ hope that our. late ſucceſs will now induce even 
Lepidus himſelf to act in concert with you, for 
the defence. of the common cauſe. 1 intreat you, 
my dear Plancus, to employ your utmoſt endea- 
vours for this important . purpoſe; that every 
ſpark of this horrid war may be uttetly and for 
ever extinguiſhed. If you ſhould be able to effect 
this, you will render a moſt godlike ſervice to 
your country, and at the ſame time procure im- 
mortal honour to yourſelf. Farewe b Hell 120 

TY May the 5th; 0+ 25544 o/ubolaagn. 70 1nd 
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eitel the very firſt opportunity of © cogttk. 

dating to the augmentation of your dige 
ties: and I omitted no diſtinction that could be 
conſidered either as the ipptaaſe br reward of me- 
rit. This you will perceive by the decree which 
has been vored to your honour with the utmoſt 
zeal and unanimity in a very full hotiſe: and! it 
is expreffed in the very words 1 dictated flom 4 
paper which I had drawn up for that purpoſe!" 1 
was nſible at the fütne time from your letter, 
that it was more your ambition to approve yo 
actions to every honeſt mind, than to be diftin- 
gviſhed with theſe infigris of glory: butt I thought 


it incumbent upon the republic to confidet,” not 


only intreat you to finiſh the work which others 


what you deſire, but what you deſervt. Let me 


have ſo happily begun; "remembering that vo- 
ever ſhall deſtroy Antony, will Rave the whole 


| honour of concluding this war. It is thus that 


Homer gives the glory, not to Ajax, nor Achil- 
les, but to Ulyſſes alone, of having exterminated 
Troy *. Farewell. 


6 In the original it is, Homerus non acem, nec Arbillem, 


| fed Ulyſen r oN % οο,?;, W is not ſtrictly 
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1 upon the ne I have erte A. U. 710, 
from you, as nothing inferior even to thoſe © * 


which J have conferred upon the republic: but l 
am not capable, you are well aſſured, of mak- 
ing you ſo ill a return as I have experienced from 
ſome of my ungrateful countrymen. It might 
perhaps in the preſent conjuncture, be thought 
to have ſomewhat the air of flattery were I to 
ſay, that your ſingle applauſe outweighs, in my 
eſteem, their whole united approbation. It is 
certain however, that you view my actions by 
the faithful light of diſpaſſionate truth and rea- 


ſon: whereas they, on the contrary, look upon 


them through the elouds of envy and malevo- 
lence. ' But I am little coneerned how much 
ſoever they may oppoſe my honours; provided 
they do not obſtru&t me in my ſervices to the 
republic: the very dangerous ſituation of which, 
let me now point out to you in as 88 words as 
poſſible. 2 


true: for Homer e ves gk 5 ae to Abbe ä 


Plancus however could not miſtake the h be that any ftra- 
tagem would be fair and honourable which. ſhould, * ever 
remove Antony out of their way. 


8 3 


"th 
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In the firſt place then, you are ſenſible what 
great diſturbances the death of the conſuls ? may 
create in Rome: as it may give occaſion to all 
the dangerous practices that ambition will ſuggeſt 
to thoſe, who are deſirous of ſucceeding to their 
office *, - This is all that prudence will allow me 
to ſay in a letter: and all indeed that ĩs neceſſary 
to be ſaid to a man of your penetration. As 
to Antony, notwithſtanding he made his eſcape 


from the field of battle with but a very few troops. 


and thoſe too entirely diſarmed ; yet by ſetting 
open the priſons, and by preſſing all ſorts of men 
that fell in his way, he has collected no con- 
temptible number of forces. Theſe have like. 


wiſe been conſiderably augmented by the acceſſion 


of the veteran and other troops. of Ventidius; 
who after a very difficult march over the Apennine 
mountains, has found means to join-Antony in 
the fens of Sabata ?. The only poſſible ſcheme 
which the latter can purſue, is, either to have 
recourſe. to Lepidus, if that general ſhould be 
diſpoſed to receive him; or to poſt himſelf on the 
Alps and +4 pit in order to make depreda- 


7 Hirtlue and Pant. 


8 This ſeems plainly to 2 at ORavius ; who in fact 
ſoon after procured himſelf. to be eleftcd conſul, in con- 


junction wich Quintus Pedius. 


Between the Alps * the Apennines, 0 on the coaſt of 


Were. 


. tioks 
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tions with his cavalry (in which he is exceedingly A. v. 70 


ſtrong) on the neighbouring country or to 
march into Etruria , where we have no army to 
oppoſe him. Had Cæſar however paſſed the 
Apennine mountains agreeably to my advice“, 1 
ſhould have driven Antony into ſuch cifficulties, 
that perhaps without ſttiking a ſingle blow, I 
ſhould have been able to have waſted his whole 
army by famine. But the / misfortune is, that 
Cæſar will neither be governed by me, nor will 
his army be governed by him: both which are 
very unhappy circumſtances for our cauſe. This 
then being the ſad ſtare of public affairs, can I 
be ſollicitous, as I ſaid above, what oppoſition 
I may meet with in reſpect to my own perſonal 
honours? The particulars I have here mentioned 
are of ſo very delicate a nature, that I know not 
how you will be able to touch upon them in the 
ſenate: or if you ſhould, I fear it will be to no 


unh 


” _— 
„ . wi 


: Tuſcany. * | | | 

2 « Octavius from the beginning had no thoughts of 
«« purſuing Antony, He had already gained what he 
aimed at; had reduced Antony's power ſo low, and 
«© raiſed his own ſo high, as to be in a condition of making 
„his own-rerms with him in the partition of the empire: 
«« whereas if Antony had been wholly deſtroyed, the repub- 
«« lican party would have probably been too ſtrong for him 
„ and Lepidus. When OQtavius was preſſed therefore to 
„ purſue Antony, he contrived till to delay it until it was 
too late; taking himſelf to be more uſefully employed in 
«« ſecuring to his intereſt the troops of the conſuls,” Life 


of Cic. iii. 214. 
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notice. In the mean time, I will only add, that 


4 Who this man of immenſe wealth was, is not known. 
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purpoſe, In the mean time I am in no condition 
to ſubſiſt my troops any longer. When 1. firſt, 
took vp arms for the deliverance of the com- 
monwealth, I had above four hundred thouſand 
ſeſtertia ® in ready money: but at preſent I have 
not only mortgaged every part of my eſtate, 
but have borrowed all I could poſſibly raiſe on 
the credit of my friends. I leave you to judge 
therefore with what difficulty I now maintain 
ſeven legions at my own expence. The truth is, 
I hould not be equal to ſo great a charge, were 
I poſſeſſed of all Varro's * immenſe treaſures. 
As ſoon as I ſhall receive any certain infor · 
mation ↄf Antony's motions, I will give you 


I deſire the continuance of your friendſhip upon 
no other terms than as you — 
return of mine. Farewell. 


From my camp at Tertonas. - May the vhs 
3 About 320,0001. ſterling. 


There js no reaſon to believe, that he was the celebrated 
Terentius Varro, to whom ſeveral letters in the Eun 


part of this collection are addreſſed. 
5 Tortona, about dug miles nan from Genoa. 
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W 1) > to Crezno. | 8 


Give you abend e u 
for your late favours : which as long as 1 
live I ſhall always moſt gratefully acknowledge, 
More than this I dare not venture to promiſe. 
For I fear it will never be in my power to acquit 
ſuch uncommon obligations : unleſs you ſhould 
think (what your letter endeavours indeed with 
much ſerious eloquence to perſuade me) that to 
remember them is to return them. Tou could 
not have ated with a more affectionate zeal, if 
the dignities of your own ſon had been in que- 
| ftion: and I am perfectly ſenſible of the high 
honours that were decreed to me in conſequence 
of your firſt motion for that purpoſe. I am ſen- 
ſible too, that all your ſubſequent votes in my 
behalf, were entirely conformable to the cir- 
cumſtances of the times and the opinion of my 
friends: as I am informed likewiſe of the ad- 
vantagedous colours in which you are perpetually 
. repreſenting me, as well as of the frequent con- 
teſts you ſuſtain with my injurious detractors. 
It is incumbent upon me therefore, in the firſt 
place, to endeavour to convince the republic 
that Iam worthy of the praiſes you beſtow upon 
me; 
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A.U.710. me; and in the next place, to render you ſen- 
ſible, that I gratefully bear your friendſhip in re- 
membrance. I will only add under this article, 
that I defire you to protect me in the honours I 
have thus procured by your influence: but 1 
deſire it no otherwiſe than as my actions 18 
| prove that Tam the man you wiſh to find me. 
As ſoon as I had paſſed the Rhone, I leis | 
a body of three thouſand © horſe under the com- 
mand of my brother, with orders to advance 
towards Mutina: to which place I intended to 
N follow them with the reſt of my army. But on 
my march thither I received advice, that an action 
had happened and that the ſiege was raiſed. An- 
tony, I find, has no other reſource left but to 
retire into theſe parts with the remains of his 
broken forces. His only hopes indeed are, that 
he may be able to gain either Lepidus, or his 
army : in which there are ſome troops no- leſs 
diſaffected to the republic than thoſe which 
ſerved under Antony himſelf. I thought proper 
therefore to recall my cavalry, and to halt in the 
country of the Allobroges 7; that I ny be 1 
4,6 In 5 ſecond litter of this book, Plancus fors. this Fg 
tachment conſiſted only of a thouſand” horſe :- in ont 


other thereſore of theſe paſſages the tranſcribers mult. have 
commicted ſome miſtake. 


Tt comprehended the territories of Geneva with part af 


Savoy and Dauphine : and formed a diltrif of che province 
undar che command of Lepidus. 


to 
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to act as circumſtances ſhall require. If Antony A. U. 5 10. 


ſhould retire into this country, deſtitute of men; 
I make no doubt, notwithſtanding that he ſhould 
be received by the army of Lepidus, to be able 
to give a good account of him with my preſent 
forces. Should he even appear at the head of 
ſome troops, and ſhould the tenth veteran legion 
revolt, which, together with the reſt of thoſe 
regiments, was by my means prevailed upon to 
engage in the ſervice of the republic; yet I ſhall 
endeavour, by acting on the defenſive, to prevent 
him from gaining any advantage over us: which 
I hope to effect, till a reinforcement from Italy 
ſhall enable me to exterminate this deſperate 
crew, I will venture at leaſt to affure you, my 
dear Cicero, that neither zeal nor vigilance ſhall 
be wanting on my part for that purpoſe. It is 
my ſincere wiſh indeed, that the ſenate may have 
no farther fears : but if any ſhould ſtill remain, 
no man will enter into their cauſe with greater 
warmth and ſpirit, nor be willing to ſuffer more 
in the ſupport of it, than myſelf. 

I am endeavouring to engage Lepidus to join 
with me in the ſame views: and I have promiſed 


——— 


him, if he will act with a regard to the intereſt 


of the republic, that I ſhall upon all occaſions 
yield him an entire deference. I have employed 


my 2 together with Furnius and Late- 


renſis, 
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A. U. 210. renſis ꝰ, to negotiate this aſſociation between us: 


and no private injury done to myſelf ſhall ever 
prevent me from concurring with my greateſt 
enemy, whenever it may be neceſſary for the 
defence of the commonwealth. But ſhould 
theſe overtures prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall ſtill 
perſevere with the ſame zeal (and perhaps with 
more glory) in my endeavours to give ſatiſ- 
faction to the ſenate. Take care of your health, 
and allow me an equal return of your een, 
Farewell. 


AEST TER VI. 
Deciuvs Baurus, Conſul elect, to CicrRo.. 


Have received a duplicate of the letter you 
ſent me by my couriers: to which I can 
only ſay in return, that my obligations to you 
riſe much higher than I can eaſily diſcharge. | | 
I gave you an account in my laſt, of the po- 
ſture of our affairs: ſince which I have received 
intelligence, that Antony is on his march to- 
wards Lepidus. Among ſome papers of Antony 
which are fallen into my hands, I found a liſt 
of the ſeveral perſons whom he intended to em 


Furnius, it has already been obſerved, was lieutenant 
to Plancus ; as Laterenſis acted in the ſame capacity ange 


ploy 


Lepidus, 
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ploy as mediators in his behalf with Pollio, Le- A. U. 710. 
pidus and Plancus : ſo that he has not yet, it 

ſeems, given up all hopes of gaining the latter. 
Nevertheleſs, I did not heſitate to ſend, an imme- 

diate expreſs to Plancus with advice of Antony's 
march. I expect within a few days to receive 
ambaſſadors from the Allobroges and all the other 
diſtricts of this province: and I doubt not of 
diſmiſſing them ſtrongly confirmed in their alle- 

giance to the republic. Tou will be attentive on 

your part, I dare ſay, to promote all ſuch neceſ- 

ſary meaſures. at Rome as ſhall be agreeable to 

your ſentiments, and to the intereſt of the com- 
monwealth. I am equally perſuaded that you 

will. prevent, if it be poſſible to prevent, the 
malevolent ſchemes of my enemies. But if you 

ſhould not ſucceed 3 in theſe generous endeavours, 

you will at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to find 

that no indignities they can throw upon me, 

are capable of e from my purpoſes. 


Farewell. 
From my camp on the froncer ofthe State 
lenſes*. May the Sth. |, * 
— kita 
was ns er , now call ab in the Aa of 


A-U.710. 
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LETTER IX. * 17 
44% 4 
Pavers to Cicrno, £ 


4 4-4 4 
14) tt : +. ot C4 | 1 3 
. 


JOME des have ariſen 778 I cloſed | 
my foriner letter, of which I think it may 


import the republic that you ſhould be appriſed} 


as both the commonwealth and myſelf, I hope, 
have teaped advantage from wy aſſiduiry in the 
affair I am going to mention. 1 ſolicited Le: 
pidus by repeated expreſſes to lay! aſide all animo- 
ſities between us, and amicably onite with me in 
concerting meaſures for the ſuccour of the repub- 
lic 3 conjuring him to prefer the iftereſt of his 
family and his country to that of a contemptible 
and deſperate rebel; and afforing him if he did 
ſo, that he e might entirely choad frie upon all 
occaſions. Accordingly by the intervention of 
Laterenſis, I have ſucceeded in my negociation: 
and Lepidus has given me his honour, that if he 
cannot prevent Antony from entering his pro- 
vince *, he will moſt certainly lead His army 
againſt him. He-requeſts likewiſe that I would 
join him with my forces; and the rather, as An- 
tony is extremely ſtrong in cavalry, whereas that 


Narbonenſian Gaul: which together with part of Spain 
compoled the 9 of Lepidus. | 


i 4 4 of 
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of Lepidus is, very. inconſiderable: AB” 710. 
theſe few, ten of his beſt men have lately deſert TY — | 


to my camp. As ſoon as I reteived this ex- 
preſs, I loſt no time to forward and aſſiſt the 
good intentions of Lepidus. I clearly ſaw indeed 
the advantage that would ariſe from my joining 
him: as my horſe would be of ſervice in purſu- 
ing and deſtroy ing Antony's cavalry, and as the 
preſence of my troops in general would bea re- 
ſtraint upon the diſſaffected part of thoſe under his 
command. To chis end, having ſpent a day in 
throwing a bridge acroſs the Ifara *, a very conſi- 
derable river, that bounds the territories of the | 
Allobroges, I paſſed | it with my whole army on the 
12th of May. But having received advice that 
Lucius Antonius was advancing towards us with 
ſome regiments of horſe and foot, and that he wa 
actually atrived at Forum Julii +; I ordered on the 
14th a detachment of four thouſand horſe to meet 
him under the command of my brother: whom 
1 purpoſe to follow by long marches with four 
light armed legions and the remainder of my ca- 
valry. And ſnould that Fortune which preſides 
over the 98 17 Rare b 597769 | 

2 


fall EN dee in Daophins which 


2 A brother of Mark Antony. ; "TED 
+ Now called Frejus, a city in Proyence,.... 1 
n to 


' 
' 
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A. U. yroc to my arms, I ſhall ſoon put an end at once both 
wx dor on fears, and to the hopes of theſe in- 
ſolent rebels, But if the infamous Antony, ap- 
El prifed of our approach, ſhould retire towards 
| Italy; it will be the-bufineſs of Brutus to intercept 
dis march: and Brutus, I am perſuaded, will 
not be wanting either in courage or conduct for 
that purpoſe; Nevertheleſs I ſhall in that caſe 

ſend my brother with a detachment of horſe to 

Ratraſs Antony in his retreat, een 
AY PR ane 

| Fi gamigo; 
4 1. E T 7. IN x. an DV e ' 


33 Procnfl, w'Cr0#86% 


Liv all 


FOUR Jawer. anda. me! anew a of 

I your extraordinary friendſhip. I find by 
is that you are not only a well-wiſher to my 
intereſt, (as you have at all times been indeed, 
for the ſake. of the republic as well as for my 
own) but enter into it- with the warmeſt and moſt 
anzious ſollicitude. I was perſuaded therefore, 
that as you could not ſuppoſe me capable of 
being inaCtive at a ſcaſon when my country la- 
boured under a general oppreſſion, you would de 


5 This ſeems to be an auliver vo the 15th letter of the 
preceding Book? . 1. N 


LAS 


FR 


um- 
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impatient to hear both of my perſonal welfare and A. U. 216, 
of the ſucceſs of my military preparations. For | 
this reaſon, as ſoon as Aulus Allienus had reſigned 

thoſe legions into my hands which he brought 

from Egypt %; I wrote to you by different cou- 

riers whom I diſpatched to Rome. I ſent a letter 

at the ſame time to the ſenate : and if my people 
obeyed their inſtructions, it was not delivered till 

it was firſt read to you. But if theſe expreſſes , 
ſhould not be arrived; I am perſuaded they have 

been intercepted by Dolabella : who after having 

moſt villainouſly murdered Trebonius ?, has 

made himſelf maſter of his provinee. 


6 See rem. 3. p. 206. of this vol. | 
lt has already been obſerved in rem. 4. p. 194. of 
this vol. that Dolabella left Rome before the expiration 
of his conſulſhip, in order to poſſeſs himſelf of the govern- 

ment of Syria. In his way thither he arrived at Smyrna; 
where Trebonius, proconſul of Aſia Minor, reſided. Tre- 
bonius refuſed him admittance into the city ; but treate 
him however with great eivility, and many compliments 
mutually paſſed between them. With theſe Dolabella ap- 
peared ſatisfied, and pretending to purfue his march, pro- 
ceeded towards Epheſus : but he returned in the night, and 
making himſelf maſter of the city by ſurpriſe, ſeiſed Trebo- 
nius in his bed. Cicero,in one of his Philippics, expatiates 
upon the cruelties which Dolabella exerciſed on this his un- 
fortunate but illuſtrious eee He kept him two days un- 
der torture to extort a diſcovery of the public money id his 
cuſtody, inſulting him at the ſame time with the moſt op- 
probrious language: he then ordered his head to be cut 
off and exhibited to the populace on the point of a ſpear, 
his body to be dragged through the principal ſtreets of Smyr- 
na, and afterwards to be thrown into the ſea.. See rem. 8. 

p. 99. of this vol. Appian, B. C. iii. p. 542. Phil. xi. 2, 3. 
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All the troops which I found in Syria haye 
ſubmitted to my authority. However 1 have 
been a little retarded in my preparations, in order 
to diſtribute ſome donatives which I had promiſed 
to the ſoldiers : but I have now diſcharged my 
engagements. 

If you are ſenſible that I have refuſed no I», 
bours nor dangers for the ſervice of my country; 
if it was by your advice and perſuaſion that I took 
up arms againſt thoſe infamous invaders of our li- 
berties ; if I have not only raiſed an army for the 
defence of the commonwealth, but have even 
ſnatched ir from moſt cruel and oppreſſive hands; 
let theſe conſiderations recommend my intereſts 
to your care and protection. Had Dolabella 
indeed poſſeſſed himſelf of theſe forces, the ex- 
pectation of ſuch an additional body of trogps, 


even before they had actually joined Antony, 


would greatly have confirmed and ſtrengthened 
his party. If upon this account therefore you 
think theſe ſoldiers deſerve highly of the republic, 
let them experience the benefit of your patronage 
nor ſuffer them to have reaſon to regret, that they 
preferred their duty to the commonwealth to alt 
the powerful temptations of plunder and rapine. 
I muſt alſo recommend it to your care, that due 
honours be paid to the generals Marcus and Criſ- 

pus. 
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pus . As to Baſſus, he obſtinately refuſed to . 710, 


deliver up the legion under his command: and 
had they not without his conſent deputed ſome 


of their officers to treat with me, he would 


have ſhut the gates of Apamea, and forced me 
to have entered the town by aſſault. I make 
theſe requeſts then, as well in the name of our 
friendſhip, which I truſt will have much weight 
with you; as in that of the republic, which has 
ever, I know, been the obje& of your warmeſt 
affection. Believe me, the army under my com- 
mand 1s-zealouſly attached not only to the ſenate, 
and to every friend of our country, but particularly 
to yourſelf. The frequent accounts indeed they 
hear of your patriot· diſpoſition, have extremely 
endeared you to them : and ſhould they find their 
intereſts to be a part of your concern, they will 
conſider you in all reſpects as their firſt and 
greateſt benefactor. | 

Since I wrote the above, I have 8 ek, 
ligence that Dolabella is marched. into Cilicia: 
whither I purpoſe immediately to follow him. I 
will give you early notice of the event of this ex- 
pedition: and may I fo prove ſucceſsful as I 
ſhall endeavour to deſerve well of the republic. 


8 Some account of theſe perſons, as well as of Baſſus men- 
tioned in-the next ſentence, has been given in the preceding, 


remarks. - 
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A. U. 510. Take care of your health and continue your 


* friendſhip to me. Farewell. 


- 
i # 7 "1 
* 


From my camp, May the .7th. 


LETTER XI. 


To Decimvs Bavrus, Conſul WY 


1 meſſage you commiſſioned Galba and 
Volumnius to deliver to the ſenate, ſuffi- 
ciently intimates the nature of thoſe fears and ſuſ- 
picions which you imagine we have reaſon to en- 
tertain. But I muſt confeſs that the apprehen- 
| fions you would thus infuſe into us, ſeem by 
no means worthy of that glorious victory you 


have obtained over the enemies of the common» - 


wealth. Believe me, my dear Brutus, both the 
fenate and the generals that ſupport its cauſe, 
are animated with an undaunted reſolution: we 
were ſorry therefore that you, whom we eſteem 
the braveſt captain that ever the republic em- 
ployed, ſhould think us capable of any timi- 
dity. Is it poſſible indeed, after having confi- 
dently repoſed our hopes on your courage and 
conduct when you were inveſted by Antony in all 
the fulneſs of his ſtrength and power, that any. 
of us ſhould harbour the leaſt fear now that 

the ſiege is raiſed, and the enemy's army en- 


tirely 
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tirely overthrown? Nor have we any thing, A. U. 70. 
ſurely, to apprehend from Lepidus. For who 
can imagine him ſo utterly void of all rational 
conduct, as to have profeſſed himſelf an advocate 
for peace when we were engaged in @ moſt ne- 
ceſſary and important war, and yet to take up 
arms againſt the republic the moment that moſt 
deſirable hy is reſtored ? You are far too 
ſagacious, 1 doubt not, to entertain ſuch a 
thought 9. Nevertheleſs the fears you have re- 
newed amongſt us at a time when every temple 
throughout Rome is reſounding with our thankſ- 
givings for your deliverance, have caſt a very 
conſiderable damp upon our joy. May the fact 
prove then, (what indeed I am inclined to believe 
as well as hope) that Antony is completely van- 
quiſhed. But ſhould he happen to recover ſome 
degree of ſtrength, he will moſt aſſuredly find 
that neither the ſenate is deſtitute of wiſdom, nor 
the people of courage : I will add too, nor the 
republic of a general, ſo long as you ſhall be alive 
to lead forth her armies. Farewell, 
May the 19th, 

Ge was rei o cones her rw ge pahenr 


ing Lepidus, it was he run Naa not hes, one) want- 
ed ſagacity. 32 
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DET FER ANN 
PLancevs to CICERO. 


Ntony arrived at Forum- Julii with the van 
A of his army, on the 15th of May: and 
Ventidius is only two days march behind him, 
Lepidus writes we word, that he propoſes to wait 


for me at Forum- Voconii, where he is at preſent 


encamped: a place about four-and-twenty miles 
diſtant from Forum- Julii. If he and Fortune do 
not deceive my expectations, the ſenate may de- 
pend upon my ſpeedily terminating this _ 
to their full ſatisfaction. 

1 mentioned to you in a former 1 that the 
great fatigues which my brother had undergone 
by his continual marches, had extremely im- 


paired his conſtitution. However, as ſoon as 


he was ſufficiently recovered to get abroad, he 
conlidered his health as an acquiſition which he 


Had gained as much for the ſervice of the repub- 


lic, as for himſelf: and was the firſt therefare to 


engage in every. hazardous expedition. But I 
have recommended it to him, and indeed inſiſt- 


ed, that he ſhould return to Rome: as he would 
be much more likely to wear himſelf away by 


Now called Le Luc, in Provence. 


2 | con- 
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continuing in the camp, than be able to give me A. b. 716. 


any aſſiſtance. Beſides, I imagined now that 
the republic was moſt unhappily deprived of 
both the conſuls, that the preſence of ſo worthy 
a magiſtrate would be abſolutely neceſſary at 
Rome. But if any of you ſhould think other- 
wiſe; let me be cenſured for my imprudent ad- 
vice; but let not my brother be nn as 
failing in his duty. 

Lepidus, agreeably to my Notes, has deli- 
vered Apella into my-hands, as an hoſtage for 
the faithful execution of his engagements to co- 
operate with me in the defence of the common- 
wealth, Lucius Gellius has given me proofs of 
his zeal: as he has acted alſo in the affair of the 
three brothers, to the ſatisfaction of Sextus Ga- 
vianus. I have lately employed the latter in 
ſome negotiations between Lepidus and myſelf: 
and I have found him firmly attached to the in- 
tereſt of the republic. It is with great pleafure I 
give this teſtimony in his favout : a tribute which 
I ſhall always be ready to pay ere · ever it is de: 
ſerved. | 

Take care of your health, and allow me the 
ſame ſhare of your heart which you moſt affured- 
ly poſſeſs of mine. I recommend my dignities 
likewiſe to your protection: and J hope, if I can 

Y e 2.209 ond 
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APY 710. $0595 any merit, you will continue your good 


offices to me with the ſame ſingular affection yay 
have hitherto diſcovered, Farewell, 


LETTER XII. 
To Con rien. 


OU recommend a friend of my own, when 
you deſire my good offices to Lucceius: be 

aſſured I ſhall faichfully ſupport his intereſt by 

every mean in my power, 

Me have loſt our collegues * Hirtius and Pan- 

ſa: and the death of theſe excellent conſuls, who 


diſcharged their ofñce with great advantage to the 


republic, has happened at a very unſeaſonable 
conjuncture. For tho? we are at preſent deliver- 
ed from the oppreſſions of Antony; we are not 
wholly free from all apprehenſions of danger. 
But if I may be permitted, I ſhall continue my 


uſual. endeavours to preſerve the common wealth 


from ruin: tho' I muſt confeſs, I am full weary 
of the work. No laſſitude, however, ought to 
obſtruct the duties we owe to our country. But 
J forbear to enter farther into this ſubject; as I 
had rather you ſhould hear of my actions from 
others, than from myſelf, The account I receive 


of yours is entirely agreeable to my wiſhes : but 
2 Ip the college of augurs. ; 
2 | t 


— 
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it is far otherwiſe with reſpect to the reports con- A. U. yo. 
cerning Minucius. They are indeed very unfa- W 
vourable to his character; notwithſtanding all 

the fine things you ſaid of him in one of your 

letters. I ſhould be glad to know the truth of 

the caſe: and to be informed of every thing elſe 

which is tranſacting in your province. Fares 

well. | 


LETTER XIV. 
To Dreiuus Buvavs, Conſul elect. 


I is with infinite ſatisfaction, my dear Brutus, 
that I find you approve of my conduct in the 
ſenate with reſpe& both to the decemvirs ?, 
and to the honours decreed to our young man. 
Yet after all, what have my labours availed ? Be- 
lieve me, my friend, (and you know I am not 
apt to boaſt) the ſenate was the grand engine of 
my power: but all thoſe ſprings which I uſed 
ſo ſucceſsfully to manage, have utterly loſt 


9 Theſe decemvirs were probably the ten perſons whom 
the ſenate in the firſt tranſports of their ſuppoſed compleat 
victory before the walls of ena, had appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of Antony during his adminiſtration of. the 
conſular office, Vid. Appian. B. C. iii. 578. 


1 Oftavius, The honours here mentioned were perhaps, 
the ovatian, (a kind of inferior and leſs ſplendid triumph) 
which by the influence of Cicero was decreed to young Cæſar 
for his 23 at the ſiege of Modena, See Life of Cic. iii. 
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A.U.710. their force, and I can no longer direct its mo- 


tions. The truth of it is, the news of your glo- 
rious ſally from the garriſon of Mutina z of An. 
'- rony's flight; and of his army being entirely eut 
to pieces; had inſpired ſuch confident hopes of a 
complete victory, that the diſappointment has 
caſt a general damp upon the ſpirit I had raiſed 
againſt our enemies: and all my ardent invectives 
ſeem at laſt to have proved juſt as inſignificant as 
if I had been combating with my own ſhadow, — 
But to the purpoſe of your letter. — Thoſe who 
are acquainted with the diſpoſitions of the fourth 
and the martial legions, aſſure me, they will never 
be prevailed on to ſerve under you. As to the 
ſupply of money which you deſire ; ſome mea- 
ſures may, and moſt aſſuredly ſhall, be taken in 
order to raiſe it.—I am wholly in your ſenti- 
ments with regard to the calling Brutus * out of 
Greece, and retaining Cæſar here for the protec- 
tion of Italy. I agree with you likewiſe, my 
dear Brutus, that you have enemies; and tho? I 
find it no very difficult matter to ſuſtain their 
attacks, yet ſtill however, they ſomewhat em- 
barraſs my ſchemes in your favour. 

The legions from Africa“ are daily r 
In the mean time the world 4 is greatly aſtoniſned 


2 Marcus Brutus. 


3. Theſe were ſome of the veteran legions that had ſerved 
under Julius Cæſar. See rem. 4. on let. 18. of this book. 


ta 
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to find that the war is broke out again in your A.U. 719, 


province. Nothing, in truth, ever happened ſo 
unexpectedly : as we had promiſed ourſelves, 
from the account of the victory which was 
brought to us on your birth-day, that the peace 
of the republic was eftabliſhed for many genera- 
tions. But now all our fears are revived with as 
much ftrength as ever. 

You mentioned in your letter dated the 15th 
of May, that.you were juſt informed by an ex- 
preſs from Plancus, that Lepidus had refuſed to 
receive Antony. Should this prove to be fact, 
our buſineſs will be ſo much the eaſier; if not, 
we ſhall have a very difficult ſtruggle to main- 
tain: and it depends upon you to eaſe me of my 
great apprehenſions for the event. As for my 
own part, I have exhauſted all my powers; and 
I am utterly incapable of doing more than I have 
already performed. It is far otherwiſe however, 
with my friend: and I not only wiſh, but expect, 
to ſee you the greateſt and moſt diſtinguiſhed 
af Romans. Farewell, 
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TT T E R XV. 
To Prawncvs: 


Othing, my dear Plancus, could be. more 

glorious to yourſelf, nor more acceptable 
to the ſenate, than the letter you lately ad- 
dreſſed to that aſſembly: Iwill add too, nothing 
could be more opportune than the particular 
juncture in which it was delivered. Cornutus 
received it in the preſence of a very full houſe, 
juſt as he had communicated to us a cold and ir- 
reſolute letter from Lepidus. Yours was read im- 
mediately afterwards: and it was heard with the 
loudeſt exclamations of applauſe. It was highly 
pleaſing indeed to the ſenate, not only from the 
importance of its contents and thoſe zealous ſer- 
vices to the republic of which it gave us an ac- 
count, but from that ſtrength and elegance of 
expreſſion with which it was animated. The 
ſenate was extremely urgent that it might imme- 
diately be taken into conſideration: but Cornu- 


tus thought proper to decline their requeſt. 
However, the whole aſſembly expreſſing great 


indignation at his refuſal, the queſtion was put 
by five of the tribunes of the people. When 
Servilius was called upon for his opinion, he 

| moved 
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moved that the debate might be adjourned. A. Ui. 
— mms 


What my ſentiments were (and I was ſupported 
in them by the «unanimous concurrence of the 
whole houſe) you will ſee by the decree that paſſed 
upon this occaſion. Tod 
I am ſenſible that your own ſuperior judgment 
is abundantly ſufficient to direct you in all emer» 
gencies; yet I cannot forbear adviſing you not 
to wait for the ſanction of the ſenate in fo critical 
a conjuncture as the preſent, and which undoubt- 
edly muſt often demand immediate action. Be 
a ſenate, my friend, to yourſelf : and without 
any other authority ſcruple not to purſue ſuch 
meaſures as the intereſt of the republic ſhall re- 
quire. In one word, let your actions anticipate _ 
our expectations, and give us the pleaſure of 
hearing that you have executed ſome glorious 
exploit, ere we are ſo much as appriſed that 
you even had.it in your intention. ] will venture 
to aſſure you, that the ſenate will moſt certainly 
approve both your zeal and your judgment in 
whatever you ſhall thus undertake. Farewell. 


i * 


L. E T. | 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Decimvs Brxvrtvs, Conſul elect; 


A. U. 510. 1 Am indebted to you for your ſhort letter by 
— 


Flaccus Volumnius, as well as for two 
others more full; one of which was brought by 
the courier of Titus Vibius, the other was for- 
warded to me by Lupus: and all of them came 
to my hands on the ſame day. I find by your 
own. account as well as by that which Græceius 
has given me, that the war, far from being ex- 
tinguiſhed, ſeems to be breaking out again with 
greater violence. You are ſenſible if Antony 
ſhould gain any ſtrength, that all your illuſtri- 
ous ſervices to the republic will be utterly 


fruſtrated. The firſt accounts we received here, 


and which indeed were univerſally credited, re- 
preſented him as having run away in great con- 
ſternation, attended only with, a few frightened 
and diſarmed ſoldiers. But if the truth, after 
all, ſhould be (what Græceius aſſures me) that 
Antony is in fact ſo ſtrong as to render it un- 
ſafe to give him battle; he does not ſeem ſo 
much to have fled from Mutina, as to have 
changed the ſeat of war. This unexpected 

news 


1 

x 

* 1 
=” 
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news has given all Rome another countenance; A- U. 7 ro. 
and a general air of diſappointment appears in 
every face. There are even ſome amongſt us 
who complain of your not having immediately 
purſued Antony : for they imagine if no time had 
been loſt, that he muſt inevitably have been de- 
ſtroyed. But it is uſual with the people in all 
governments, and eſpecially in ours, to be par- 
ticularly diſpoſed to abuſe their liberty, by licen- 
tious reflections on thoſe to whom they are en- 
debted for the enjoyment of it. However, one 
ſnould be careful not to give them any juſt cauſe 
for their cenſures. | 

_ To ſay all in one word; whoever deſtroys An- 
tony, will have the glory of terminating; the | 
war: a hint which I had rather leave to your | 
own, reflections, than enter my ſelf into a more 

open explanation. Farewell, 


LETTER XVI. 
Dzcimus BxvrTvs to CicEtRo. 
Will no longer attempt to make any formal 


acknowledgments of the repeated inſtances 
receive of your friendſhip: mere words are a very 


I See rem. 6. p· 260. of this vol. | 
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A. U. yio- inadequate return to thoſe obligations vhich my 
w—— beſt ſervices can but ill repay. If you will look 
back upon my former letters, you cannot be at a 
loſs to diſcover the reaſons that prevented me 
from purſuing Antony immediately after the bats; 
tle of Mutina. The truth, my dear Cicero, is, 
that I was not only unprovided both with caval- 
ry and baggage-horſes, but not having at that 
time had an interview with Cæſar, I could 
not depend on his aſſiſtance : and I was wholly 
ignorant likewiſe, that Hirtius was killed. This 
will account for my not having purſued Antony 
on the day of the engagement. The day follow- 
ing I received an expreſs from Panſa to attend 
him at Bononia: but in my way thither, being 
informed of his death, I immediately returned 
back to join my little corps. I may juſtly call 
them ſo indeed, as my forces are extremely dim 
niſhed, and in a very bad condition from the great 
hardſhips they ſuffered during the ſiege. It was 
by theſe means that Antony got two days advance 
of me: and as he marched in diſorder, he could 
retire much faſter than it was in my power to pur- 
ſue. He increaſed his forces likewiſe by preſſing 
the inhabitants and throwing open the priſons in 
every town thro' which he paſſed: and in this man- 
ner he continued his march till he arrived in the 
feng of Sabata. This is a — with which I muſt 
bring 
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bring you acquainted. It is ſituated between the A. U. 716. 
Alps and the Apennines, and the roads that lie 
about it are ſcarce practicable. When I had 
reached within thirty miles of Antony, I was in- 
formed that he had been joined by Ventidius, and 
had made a ſpeech at the head of their combined: 
troops, to perſuade them to follow him over the 
Alps; affuring them that Lepidus had agreed to 
ſupport him. Nevertheleſs, not only his own 
ſoldiers (which indeed are a very inconſiderable 
number) but thoſe likewiſe of Ventidius repeat- 
edly and unanimouſly declared that they were de- 
termined either to conquer, or periſh in Italy: and 
at the ſame time deſired that they might be con+ 
ducted to Pollentia*. Antony found it in vain to 
oppoſe them: however, he deferred his march till 
the enſuing day. As ſoon as I received this in- 
telligence, I detached five cohorts to Pollentia; 
and am now following them with the remainder 
of my troops. This detachment threw themſelves 
into that city an hour before Trebellius arrived 
with his cavalry : a circumſtance which gives me 
great ſatisfaction, as it is a point, I think, upon 
which our whole ſucceſs depends. When the 
enemy found that their deſigns were thus fruſ- 
trated, they conceived hopes of croſſing the Alps 
into Gaul: as they ſuppoſed the four legions com · 
| + Some remains of this city fill ſubſiſt, under the name of 
Pelenzo, It is fituated at the canfluence of the Stura and the 
Tanaro in Piemont» PEE TH GT LEN 


e manded 
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ſtand their united forces;: and that an army from 
Italy could not overtake them ſoon enòugh to 
prevent their paſſage. However the Allobro- 
ges together with my detachment have hitherto 
been ſufficient to prevent their deſign: which 4 
truſt they will find ſtill more difficult to effect, 
when I ſhall come up with the reſt of my forces. 
But ſhould they happen in the mean time to paſs 
the Iſara, I ſhallexert my utmoſt endeavours that 
this circumſtance may not be attended with any 
ill conſequences to the commonwealth. #4 
Leet it raiſe the ſpirits and the hopes of the ſe- 
nate, to obſerve that Plancus and myſelf, together 
with our reſpective armies, act in perfect concert 
with each other, and are ready to hazard evety 
danger in ſupport of the common tauſe. How- 
ever, whilſt you thus confidently rely on our zeal 
and diligence, you will remit nothing, I hope, 
of your own; but employ your utmoſt care to 
ſend us a reinforcement as well as every other ne- 
ceſſary ſupply, that may render us in a condition 
to defend your liberties againſt thoſe who have 
infamouſly conſpired their ruin. One cannot in- 
deed but look upon theſe our enemies with ſo 
much the greater indignation, as they have afted 
with the vileſt hypocriſy; and ſuddenly turned 
thoſe troops againſt their country, which they long 
PO to have raiſed for its defence. Farewell 
ed ILL E T- 1 
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„F i 
Dreiues Bros to Crer xo 

I Wim you would pervſe the letter I haye ad; A.U.716, 
dreſſed to the ſenate, and make what altera- ” 
tions you ſhall judge proper. You will find by 
it, that I am, under an abjolute neceſſity of thus 
applying to them. Whilſt 1 imagined that I 
ſhould be joined by the fourth and martial le- 
gions “, agreeably to the decree of the ſenate 
which paſſed for chat purpoſe on "the motion of 
Paulus and Druſus, I was leſs ſollicitous about the 
reſt: but now that I have only ſome new-raiſed 
regiments, and thoſe too extremely i ill accoutred, 


I cannot but be apprehenſive upon ee 
as well as upon my own. _ | | 
The citizens of Vicentia $ have. wha dil, 
tinguiſhed Marcus Brutus and myſelf. by: their 
particular regard. I intreat you therefore to en; 
deavour that juſtice be done them by the ſenate, in 
the affair concerning the ſlaves. They are indeed 


| 4 Theſe were veteran legions which had ſerved under Cz- - 
ſar, But notwithſtanding that they entered into the army of / 


= late conſuls Hirtiug, and Panſa, they could. by no means 
revailed with to join Decimus Brutus: in reſentment, tis 


* of the he bore in the conſpiracy againſt their 
favourite general, Hi Bp. Famil. xi. 14. gu 


dats, . 4 mucins e in the gre ofthe Vopr 
—_— 2·0 W a n 9! 88 * 


202 Tur LETTERS Bock NIV. 
A. U. to. entitled to your favour both by the equity of their 
cauſe, and the fidelity with which they have upon 

all occaſions perſevered in their allegiance to the 
republic: whereas their adverſaries, on the con- 


trary, are a moſt ſeditious and nen people. 
Farewell. 4 


Vercellz , May the 21ſt. 


LETTER XIX. 
Makevs Labs to Cnc acids 


Aving received advice that Antony was ad. 
vancing with his troops towards my pro- 
vince, and had ſent before him a detachment of 
his cavalry under the command of his brother 
Lucius; I moved with my army from the con- 
fluence of the Rhone and the Arar ?, in order to 
oppoſe their paſſage. I continued my march 
without halting, till I arrived at Forum Voconii: 
and am now encamped ſomewhat beyond that 
town, on the river Argenteus , oppoſite to An- 
tony. Ventidius has joined him with his three 
legions; and has formed his camp a little above 
mine. Antony before this conjunction had = 


Vercelli: in the dutchy of Milan. | 
d See rem. p. 217, of this vol. 9 
7 The Sane: which falls into the Rhone at Lyons. veſt? 


* The A in Provence: ir empties itſelf into the Me- 
diterranean a few miles below Freju 8 
0 
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ſecond entire with a A.U.71 
legion „together 7 aw 


number of men, tho' indeed wholly unarmed, © 
who eſcaped. from the general laughter of his 
other legions, He is extremely ſtrong in caval-, 
ry: for as none of thoſe troops ſuffered in the 
late action, he has no leſs than ? horſe. Great 
numbers of his ſoldiers, both horſe and foot, are 
continually deſerting to my camp; ſo that his 
troops diminiſh every day, Both Silanus and 
Culeo * have left his army, and are returned to 
mine, But notwithſtanding I was greatly offended 
by their going to Antony, contrary to my iocli- 
nation; yet in regard to the connections that 
ſubfiſt between us, and in compliance with my 
uſual clemency, I have thought proper to par» 
don them, However, I do not upon any occaſion 
employ their ſervices ; nor indeed ſuffer them to 
remain in the camp. 

As to what concerns my conduct in this war; 
af e upon it I ſhall not be wanting in 
my duty either to the ſenate or the republic : and 
whatever farther meaſures I ſhall take to this end, 
I ſhall not fail to communicate them to you. 


„The number is omitted in all the antient MSS. 

See rem. 2. p. 250, of this vol. 

_ > He had been ſent by Lepidus with a body of men, under 
the ce of guardin Ea Ihe Ale ; but moſt pro- 
bably with — inſtructions 0 favour the — of Antony 
over thoſe mountains in his way to the camp of us: for 
be ſuffered Antony to paſs them without the 1 uction. 


an, 3. C. 
Api * | The 
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b. 5e. The friendmmip between ds, has upon all öc- 
— 


caſions been inviolably preferved on both ſides; 
and we have mutually vied in our beſt good 
offices to each other. But T doubt not that 
ſince this great and ſudden commotion bas been 
raiſed in the commonwealth, ſome falſe and 
mjurious reports have been ſpread of me by my 
enemies, which, in the zeal of your heart for 
the intereſt of the republic, have given you much 
uneaſineſs. I have the ſatisfaction however to be 
informed by my agents at Rome, that you are 
by no means diſpoſed eaſily to credit cheſe idle 
rumours: for which I think: myſelf, as I Juitly 
ought, extremely obliged to you. I am fo, like- 
wiſe, for the former inſtances of your friendſhip 
in promoting my public honours: the grateful 
remembrance of which, be afured,' * nn 
N upon my heart. 
Let me conjure you, my dear Cicero, if * 
are ſenſible chat my public conduct has upon all 
occaſions been worthy bf the name I bear, to be 
perſuaded that I ſhall continue to act with equal, 
or, if poſſible, even with ſuperior zeal . Let me 
hope too, that the greater, the. n: are e 
„3 There was ſo licle of truth in theſe-p1 bas; ME 


Lepidus within a very few days from the date of this letter 
none joined with i ed d ms ſeaace.” er 1 
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you have conferred upon me, the more you will 2112 


think yourſelf nde * 15 credit and 
characteni Barewello: nol 2801 


Ftom my 12 at Pous Argenen, 


* 1 - 
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Prax eds to Cicero. * 


ou have been:appriſeds. no — by = 
vus and Nerva, as well as by the letter they | 
delivered to you on my part, of the deſign I was 
meditating when they left me: as; indted they 
have conſtantly borne à ſhare in all my councils 
and-meaſures of every kind. It has happened, 
howeyer, to me, what happens not unfrequently, 
I ſuppoſe, to every man who is tender of his re- 
putation, and deſirous of approving his conduct 
to the friends of his country: I have given up a 
ſafer ſcheme, as being liable, perhaps, zo ſome ill- 
natured-excepuons, in exchange for a more dan- 
gerous one that may beiter evince my zeal. 1 
am toi inform you then, chat after the departure 
af my lieutenants :, I received two letters from 
Lepidus, intreating me to join him. Theſe were 
ſeconded by the much ſtronger 11372908 


| 4 Litvus and Neth; the patfons mentioned dbove. 
ril U 4 Lateren- 


5 
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(what indeed I am alſo apprehenſive of- myſelf) 
that there is great reaſon to fear a mutiny among 
the diſaffected troops under the conduct of Lepi- 
dus. I determined immediately therefore to 
march to his aſſiſtance, and take an equal ſhare 


in the dangers with which he was threatened, 1 


was ſenſible at the ſame time, that to wait on the 
banks of the Iſara till Brutus ſhould paſs that 
river with his army, and to meet the enemy in 
conjunction with my collegue, whoſe forces, ls 
well as their general, would act in perfect har- 
mony with me and my troops, would be much 
the moſt cautious meaſure with reſpe& to my 


own perſonal ſecurity, But I reflected, that if 


any misfortune ſhould attend Lepidus, it would 
be wholly imputed to me: and I ſhould be con- 
demned either as obſtinately ſuffering my reſent- 
ment to prevent me from giving ſuccour to my 
enemy in the eauſe of the republic, or of timidly 
avoiding to take part in the danger of a moſt juſt 


and neceſſary war, As my preſence therefore 
might be a mean of protecting Lepidus, and of 


bringing his army into a better diſpoſition, I ro- 
ſolved to expoſe myſelf to all hazards, rather than 
appear to act with too much cireumſpection. But 


never was any man more anxious in an affair for 


which he was in no fort anſwerable, than I am 
. . in 
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in the preſent :! for tho I ſhould have no manner A. U . 
of doubt if the army of Lepidus were not con 
cerned; yet under that circumſtance, I am full 
of apprehenſions for the event. Had it been my 
fortune to have met Antony before my junction 
with Lepidus, I am ſure he would not have been 
able to have kept the field againſt me even a 
ſingle hour: ſuch is the confidence I have in my 
own troops, and ſo heartily do I deſpiſe his bro- 
ken forces, as well as thoſe of that paltry mule- 
teer, the contemptible Ventidius . But as the 
caſe. is now circumſtanced, I dread to think hat 
may be the conſequence ſhould any ill humours lie 
concealed in the army of Lepidus: as, they may 
poſſibly break out in all their malignity, before 
they can be remedied, or even diſcovered. It 
is certain however, that Lepidus, together 
with the well- affected part of his army, would be 
expoſed to great danger, if we ſhould not act in 
conjunction; beſides, that our infamous enemies 
would gain a very conſiderable advantage, ſhould 
they draw off any of his forces. If my preſence 
therefore ſhould prove a mean of preventing theſe 
evils, I ſhall think myſelf much indebted to my 
courage and good fortune for engaging me to 
make the experiment. With this deſign I moved 
with my army from the banks of the man 


1 op w/ 3˙ P. 25 ofthis wal. 
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AU. 710. 21ſt of May; having firſt erected a fort at each 


end of the bridge which T had thrown over that 
river,” and placed a ſtrong party to defend it: 
that when Brutus ſhall arrive he may have no- 
thing to retard his paſſage. I have only to add, 
that 1 hope to join Lepidus within 1 _ 
from the Gate of this letter. Farewell. 


LETTER Xx: A 


= . « 
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\ From: the Same to \Crenno.. 59 


Should be Acbamed that this letter is ſo little 
conſiſtent with my former, if it aroſe from 
any inſtability of my own. But it is much 
otherwiſe : and 1 have ſteadily purſued "Weery 
meaſure in my power to engage Lepidus to act 
in concert with me for the defence of the re- 
public; ; imagining it would render you 'lefs 
apprehenſive of my ſucceſs againlt our wretched 
enemies. To this end, I not only complied. with 
all the conditions he propoſed, but even en- 
gaged for more than he demanded: and 1 had 
o much confidence in the ſincerity of his 1 inten- 
tions, that I ventured to aſſure you no longer 
than two days ago, that he would zealouſiy c0- 
operate with me in carrying on the war upon one 
common plan. I depended indeed upon the pro- 
uns he had given me under his own hand, to- 
I gether 
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gether with the aſſurances I had likewiſe: received A. U. 278. 
from Baterenſis, Who was at that time in ne 
camp, and who earneſtly conjured me to forget 
all teſentments againſt Lepidus, and to rely upon 
his good faith. But Lepidus has now put it out 
of my power to entertain theſe favourable hopes 
of him any longer: however, I have taken, and 
ſhall continue to take, all neceffary precautions, 
that the republic may not be prejudiced by my 
too eaſy credulity. 1 am to inform you then 
chat after I had uſed the utmoſt expedition (agree. 
ably to his own earneſt requeſt), to tranſpott 

army over the Iſara, and for that purpoſe had; 
in the ſpace of a ſingle day, thrown a bridge a · 
croſs that river; I received a counter-exprels 
from him, requiring me to advance no farther; 
as he ſhould not have occaſion, he ſaill, for my 
aſſiſtance. Nevertheleſs, I will own to ya, 1 
was ſo imptudent as to proceed in my march; 
believing that the true reaſon of his thus changing 
his mind, aroſe from an unwillingneſs” to have 
a partner with him in his glory. I ĩmagined 


that without depriving him of any ſhare of that 
| honour, which he ſeemed ſo deſious to monopo- 
lize, I might poſt myſelf at ſome: convenient di- 
ſtance, in order to be ready to ſupport him with 
my troops in -caſe' he ſhould be. preſſed by the 
n an event er of 
} 03 may wil noo wifi ly 
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d-U-710, my heart, 1 thought not improbable. In the 


mean time I received a letter from the excellent 
Laterenſis, which was conceived in terms full of 
_ deſpair. He complained that he had been great · 
ly deceived, and aſſured me that neither Lepi- 
dus, nor his army, were to be truſted. He ex- 
pfteſiy cautioned me at the ſame time to be upon 
my guard againſt their artifices; adding that he 
had faithfully diſcharged the engagements he had 
entered into on his part, and hoped I would act 
with the ſame fidelity to the republic on mine. I 
hgve ſent a copy of this letter to Titius: and 
purpoſe to tranſmit the originals of all the reſt 
relating to this affair, by the hands of Lævus 
Ciſpius, who was privy to the whole tranſaction. 
1 ſhall inſert in this packet the letters of Lepidus 
to which, I did not give any POT as well ay 

thoſe to which I did. | 
I muſt not forget to add, that beds Lepidus 
harangued his ſoldiers, | theſe mighty honeſt 
fellows were exceedingly clamorous for peace. 
They proteſted that after the loſs of both the con · 
ſuls; after the deſtruction of ſo. many brave men 
who had periſhed in defence of their country; and 
after Antony and his adherents had been de- 
clared enemies of the commonwealth and their 
eſtates confiſcated ; they were determined not 
to draw their ſwords any more either on the one 
| Kide or the other. They were prompted to be- 
| have 
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have thus mutinouſly, not only by the inſolent A. U. 7 10. 
ſuggeſtions of their own hearts, but by the encou -- 
ragement alſo of their officers, particularly Cani- 
dius, Rufrenus, and others whoſe names the ſe- 
nate ſhall be acquainted with at a proper ſeaſon. 
Lepidus was ſo far from puniſhing this ſedition, 
that he did not take even a ſingle ſtep to reſtrain 
it. I thought therefore that it would be the 
higheſt temerity to expoſe my own faithful troops, 
together with my auxiliaries, which are com- 
manded by ſome of the moſt conſiderable chiefs 
of Gaul, and in effect too my whole province, to 
their combined armies. I conſidered, if I ſhould: Fl 
thus loſe my life, and involve the republic in my | 
own deſtruction, I ſhould fall, not only without 
| honour, but without pity. In conſequence of ® 
theſe reflections, I have determined to march my 
forces back again, that, our 'wretched enemies 
may not have ſo great an advantage as my advan- 
cing any farther might poſſibly give them. I 
ſhall endeavour to poſt my army ſo advantage - 
ouſly as to cover the province under my com- 
mand from being inſulted, even ſuppoſing the 
troops of Lepidus ſhould actually revolt. In ſhort, 
it ſhall be my care to preſerve every thing in its 
preſent ſituation till the ſenate ſhall ſend an army 
bither, and vindicate the liberties of the republic 
wich the ſame ſucceſs.in this part of the world, as 
hs! I attended 
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In the mean time be aſſured, that no man will 
act with more fervent zeal than myſelf in all the 
various occurrences of the war: and I ſhall moſt. 
readily either encounter the enemy in the field, 
or ſuſtain the hardſhips of a ſiege, or even lay 
down my life itſelf, as any of theſe circumſtances, ' 
ſhall prove neceſſary for the ſervice of the ſenate, 
Let me exhort you then, my dear Cicero, to ex- 
ert your utmoſt. efforts to ſend. a ſpeedy. rein- 


forcement to me, ere Antony ſhall have increaſ- 


ed the number of his forces, or our own ſhall be 


entirely diſpirited. For if diſpatch be given to 
this affair, theſe infamous banditti will undoybt- 
edly be extirpated, and the republic remain in full. 
poſſeſſion of her late victory. Take care of your 
health, and continue your friendſhip to me. 

P. S. IKkaow not whether it may be neceſſary 
to make any excuſe for the abſence of my brother, 
who was prevented from attending me in this ex- 
pedition by a ſlow fever, occaſioned by the great 
fatigues he has lately undergone, As no man 
has ſhewn more zeal or courage in the cauſe of 
the republic, he will undoubtedly return to the 


duties of his en 5 


ſhall perrnit. 
nene 

o' 1 5 

babe 5 deſires 
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deſires ought to be ſatisfied, ſince 1 in $64 pri- A. U. 210. 
vilege of your friendſhip, and the ſatisfaction | ha 
ſeeing you inveſted with the high credit and au- 
thority I have ever wiſhed you. I will leave it 
therefore entirely to yourſelf, both when and i in 

what manner I ſhall experience the effect of your 

good offices; and will only requeſt you to ſuffer 

me to ſucceed Hirtius in your affection, as I cer- ä 


rainly do in the reſpect and eſteem he 1 you. 
Farewell. 


2 


LETTER XXII. 


To Fux N Ius . 
| $3 een. $54 
FF the intereſt of the republic requires the conti · 
nuance of your ſervices, and it be neceſſary (as all 
the world indeed is of opinion it is) that you ſhould 
bear a part in thoſe important operations which 
muſt extinguiſni the remaining flames of the war; 
you cannot, ſurely, be engaged in a more wor- 
thy, a mare laudable, or a more illuſtrious pur- 
ſuit. I think therefore, you ſhould by no means 
interrupt your applauded efforts in the cauſe ß 
liberty, for the ſake of obtaining the prætorſnip 
ſome what earlier than you are EF entitled 


# 111 


| *Dc! 
1 He had been tribune in the year of Rome 703. and was 
at this time in Wannen heutengpts. 


to 
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Fo to enjoy it. I ſay your applauded efforts: for let 


hot my friend be ignorant of the fame which his 
conduct has acquired. Believe me, it is inferiot 


only to that of Plancus himſelf, both by his own 


confeſſion, and in the judgment too of all the 
world. If there is any farther ſervice then re- 


maining for you to perfotm to your country, 
you ought to purſue it with an unbroken appli- 


cation, as an employment of all othets the moſt 
truly honourable: and what, my friend, fhall 


ſtand in competition with true honour ? But 


ſhould you imagine, that you have amply' fatis- 
fied the duties you owe to the commonwealth z 
I do not difſuade you from Kaſtening hither 
when the time of the elections ſhall approach: 

provided this ambitious impatience | ſhall no- 


thing diminiſh from the luſtre of that repute 


tion you have ſo juſtly obtained. I could name 
however many. inſtances of perſons of great dif- 
tinction, who during their engagements in the 
ſervice of the republic abroad, have renounced 
their legal pretenſions of ſolliciting employments 
at home: a ſacrifice which in your own caſe will 
be ſo much the leſs, as you are not at preſent 
ſtrictly qualified to offer yourſelf as a candidate. 
Had you already indeed paſſed through the office 
of ædile, and two years had intervened ſince 
| © By che laws of Rome a man could not be chofen prtor 
5 your 
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your exerciſing that function; the ſelf-denisl A. U. 540. 
would have been greater : whereas now you vi 
forego nothing of the uſual and ſtated. time of 
petitioning for the poſt in queſtion, I am very 
ſenſible that your intereſt, is much top ſtrong to 
require the aſſiſtance of Plancus: nevertheleſs, 
ſhould his arms, be attended with the ſucceſs we 
wiſh, your applications would certainly appear 
with greater advantage were they. deferred till my 
time of his conſulate. | 
Thug much 6 was willing you ſhould know 
my ſentiments) I thought proper to ſay : but 
more, 1 am perſuaded, Jour own good ſenſe and 
judgment would render unneceſſary. The ſum 
of all then, is ſhortly this: that 1 would have 
you regulate your conduct upon all occurrences, 
not by the common ſtandard of popular ambi- 
tion, but by that of true and ſolid glory; and 
look upon a laſting reputation as of more value 
than the tranſient honout᷑ of enjoying « the præto- 
rian office ſomewhat earlier than uſual. I had a 
conſultation the, other day at my houſe pon thi 
ſubjeR,, with your. very, good friends Czcina, 
Calviſius, and my brother, at which your freed- | 
man Dardanus was kkewiſe preſent. and they 


every one of them joined wich, in in the opinion 


till es- years e in had ſerved the office of #dile ; ad 
the ſame diſtapce. of time was like wi xequized. between, ths 
the-epaſulate. - | 
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A. U. 5 10. J have here given you. But after all, you your- | 
ſelf are the beſt and moſt competent judge. 


"LETTER XXI. 


5 p 


Decimus BruTvs to Ciczro. 


Riendſhip and gratitude ways me feel upon | 
your account, what I never felt upon my 
own; and I will confeſs, that I am not without 

fear in regard to a ſtory which has been propa- 
gated concerning you. Ithought it by no means 
a matter to be deſpiſed when I had only heard of 
it, as 1 frequently did, from common report: 
but it has lately been mentioned to me likewiſe 
by Segulius. This man tells me (tho* what he 
ſays indeed is generally of a piece with the reſt of 
his character) that paying a viſit at Cæſar's, where 
you were much the ſubject of the converſation, 

Cæſar complained (and it was the only charge, it 

ſeems, which he brought againſt you) of an am- 
biguous expreſſion + + which you had made uſe « | 
= The expreſſion elk l inſerted in the ite; "4 5 
turns upon an ambiguity that will not hold in our language, 
it was impoſſible to p it in the tranſlation, Laudan- 


dum adoleſcentum, Cicero is Carpe with having ſaid, or- 
nandum, tollenunm: che laſt of h words is capable of 8 


double meaning, and may imply either that Octavius ſhould 
de advanced to the dignities of che ſtate, or that his life 
VII XK 


. 
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concerning him. I ſuſpe& the whole to. be à A. U. 50. 
mere fictition of Segulius; or at leaſt that it was 
he himſelf who reported theſe words to Cæſar: 
Segulius endeavoured at the ſame time to per- 
ſuade me, that you are in great danger of falling 
a victim to the reſentment of the veteran legions, 
who ſpeak of you, he pretends, with much in · 
dignation, The principal cauſe, it ſeems, of 
| their diſpleaſure is, that both Czſar and myſelf 
are left out of the commiſſion for dividing the 
lands 5 among the ſoldiers; and that every thing 
is diſpoſed of juſt as you and mo friends at 
Rome think proper. ni At 
Notwithſtanding that I was on my mand | 
when I received this account, yet I thought it 
would not be adviſable to paſs. nn. 


ſhould be taken away. The polite and learned n . 

of Cicero's conduct, has endeavoured to vindicate his ad- 

mired hero from a charge ſo little favourable. both to his 

prudence and his honout: and it is to be wiſhed that his 

arguments were as convincing as they are plauſible, In 

point however, that does not admit of any poſitive proof, 

candour will inline on the favourable fide: tho' I cannot 

but agree with an excellent author, that if the accuſation : - 
was true, „ it very much takes off from the ingfatitude of | 4 
„ Octavius in conſentia ng to the death of bis ſactor 1 

„ fince ſuch double - dea could hardly deſerve the name 

of an obligation, let the effects of it be ever ſo ad- 

vantageons. Life of Cic. iii. p. 240.  Objerw. on the 

Life of Cic. iii. p. 54. 


5 Theſe were lands which the ſenate ſeem to have pro- 
miſed as an encouragement to their troops, upon the break» 
ing out of the war againſt Aateag. Hi a aer xiv. 1 1 


la order 0 joie Planes. 575 01579 4 | 
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A. U. 710 had informed myſelf how affairs ſtand. I am 
to yourſelf, theſe reports and menaces of the 
veterans aim at nothing farther than by alarming 
your fears and incenſing the young Cæſar againſt 
you, to obtain for themſelves a more conſider-. 
able proportion of the rewards decreed by the 
ſenate. But I do not intend by ſaying this, to 
difluade you from ftanding upon your guard: 
as nothing, be aſſured, is more valuable to me 
than your-life. Let me only caution you not to 
ſuffer your fears to run you into greater dangers, 
than thoſe you would avoid. However, I would 
adviſe you to obviate the clamours of theſe ve- 
terans, as far as you reaſonably may; and to 
comply with their deſires both in regard to the 
decemvirs ?, and to the diſtribution of their re- 
wards. - As to thoſe forfeited eſtates which be- 
longed to the veterans who ferved under Antony; 
I ſhould be glad, if you think proper, that 
Ceæſar and myſelf may be nominated: to. aflign 
them to the troops. But in reference to the 
pecuniary donative which they have been alſo 
promiſed; it will be proper to act with more de- 
liberation, and as the circumſtances of the public 
. Hnances pr rank ee end it may be 


| „be perſons app kel to execute the commiſſion for 
WEE E r ul 
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ſignified to them, that the ſenate will take theſe A. U 8 
their claims into conſideration. As to thoſe 
other four legions, to whom the ſenate has alſo 
decreed an allotment of lands; I imagine that 
the eſtates in Campania together with thoſe which 
were formerly ſeiſed by Sylla, will be ſufficient 
for the purpoſe. I ſhould think too, that the 
beſt method of diviſion would be, either to parcel 
out thoſe lands in equal ſhares to the ſeveral 
legions, or to determine their reſpective pro- 
portions by lot. But when I thus give ou my 
opinion, it is by no means as pretending to ſupe- 
rior judgment, but merely from che affection of 
my heart towards you, and from my ſincere de- 
ſire that the public tranquillity may be preſerved; 
which I am very ſenſible, if any accident ſhould 
happen to. you, cannot poſſibly be maintained. 

I do not purpoſe to march out of Italy. unleſs 
I ſhould find it greatly expedient. Mean while I 
am employed in diſciplining my troops and fur- 
niſhing them with arms: and I hope to appear 
with no contemptible body of forces, upon any 
But Cæſar however has not ſent back the legion 
to me, which ſerved in Panſa's arm m. 

I requeſt your imtnediate anſwer to this letter : 
and if you ſhould have any thing of importance 
to communicate to me, which requires particular 


X 3 ſecrecy, 
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own domeſtics. Farewell. 
F May the wm ore, 
el 45, trans 

Kats 
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From the Same to CtezRo. "I 


11. Age e eee 9: and it Mall be 

my endeavour to render them ſtill better. 
Lepidus ſeems to be favourably diſpoſed towards 
me: and indeed we have reaſon to diveſt ourſelves. 
of all our fears, and to act with undaunted free 
dom in defence of the commonwealth. But had 
our affairs a far leſs promiſing aſpect; yet it might 
juſtly animate and augment that courage which L 
know always reſides in your breaſt, to reflect that 
we have three powerful armies : devoted to the 
ſervice of the republic, and that ee an 
already-declured-i in our favou nt. 

The report which I mentioned in als 
letter is evidently calculated to intimidate you. 
Pur” believe me if you exert a proper ſpirit; -the- 


CATS 
$ A town not far * Vercelle ; 2 whence t ab 
Rs from Brutus was dated. See p. 292. of this vol. 


„Brutus having received moſt probably ſome den in- 
10 telligence concernin Lepidus, wrote this letter to Cicero 
4 the day after he had written the former.“ Mr. waged 


That of Oftavius, Plancus, and bis w.. 


a 
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whole united party-will be unable: to wi mn | 


your eloquence... 197 Mut 820195 SIE! 2 

1 I purpoſe, ajrecably do cher. I. cold, von in my. 

laſt, nnn you. 

Farewell. "OY 13-2woAg | 15 8,714 
M Eporedis, May bash. 
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LETTER XXV. 


5 nas To Pr. AN cus. 
44 082 


Pit news from your part of the tis is ſo 
extremely variable. and contradictory, that 
I am, utterly at a lofs what. to write. Sometimes 
the accounts we receive of Lepidus are agreeable 
to our wiſhes, and at others entirely the reverſe. 
All reports however concur in aſſuring us, that 
you. are ſuperior to every danger either from 
fraud or force. If you are in ſome degree in- 
debted for the latter to Fortune ; it is certain 
e at leaſt is Mug to your prudence 
alone. 4 My. 
lam informed by a —. 1 your college *, 
dated the 15th, of May, that you mentioned i in 
one. of your. expteſſes to him, chat Lepidus 
had refuſed. to teceiye Antony. We ſhould have 
been more diſpoſed to credit this intelligence, if 
you had taken notice of it in any of your dit. 
patches to Rome. But perhaps you would not 
5 « Decimus Brutus, | 
8 X 4 venture 
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2 venture to commuticate to us this piees of gbod 


news, as having been a little premature in am ac- 
cdunt of the ſame kind dd your laſt. Every gan 
indeed is liable to be deceived by his wiſhes 
but all the world knows that you can never be 
impoſed upon by any other means. In the pre- 
ſent inſtance however, all poſſibility of farther 
error is removed: for 1% Rumble twich againſt the 
ſame ftone, is a diſgrace, ,you, know, even to a 
proverb. | Should the truth prove agreeable then 
to what you mentioned in your letter to your ehl⸗ 
le gue, all, c our fears ate at an end: nevertheleſs 
we ſhall not diſmils theth; till we receive à At | 
mation of, this accovhr from your own hatd. 
1 have often aſſured you of my firm” petfunl 
hon, that the whole credit of delivering the 
commonwealth from this civil war, will d6vdlve 
| entirely upon that general who ſhall extinguiſh 
theſe its laſt ſurviving flames: an honcüt which 1 
hope, and believe; is reſerved folely for yourſelF.- 
I is with great pleaſure, tho* without the'leaft 
ſorpriſe, that 1 find you entertain ſuch grateful 
ſentiments of my zeal in your ſervice. * Higher, ; 
indeed, it cahnot pofſibly riſe: but you may de. 
| upon my exerting it to more important por. 
poſes, if affairs in your part of the a ſhould. 
fucceed as we wiſh. eee 8 
5 e . TY en 74 Sid 
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L \ 5 1 found x when I applied | to Brutus i in Mi A. u. 710. 

_ Ledonia, that he would not ſoon be 1 

pared [to march t to the ealſilance o of this province, 3 

I determingd t to > return hither, in order to called 
whattemained of the public money, and to remit 


it wich all poſible expedition to Rome. In the 


interval 1 "received intelligence, that Peel 
fleet appeared upon t the coaſt of Lycia, and that 
he had procured | above an hundred tranſport- 


1 75 i= tg if he ſhould not ſucceed in 


=Y 


T4 


his eſigns upon yria 5, 5, to fail diredtly with 
his, forces to traly, and 3j Join the _Antonys and 

che reſt of thoſe infamous rebels. 1 was ſo 
much alarmed at this account, that 1 thought 


proper to poſtpone all other affairs, and 1 imme- 
diately proceed in queſt of this fleet. And not- 


withſtanding my tips, were = both in 
| —_—_— * 4 books rr fled. H A 
debe $iebonins ins Laa Minor = is 2 in goa 


province: from whence the preſent letter was written, | 


In order to quell. the commotions which Dolabella had 
raiſed, See rem. 7. p. 273. of this vol. 


2 ſr formed part of the province of Aſia Minor :| it is now 
called Aidiaelk. 


1 
See rem. 4. p. 194+ of this vol. 
Wenocz number 
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A.U.710. number and ſize to thoſe of the enemy; I ſhould: 
probably have; deſtroyed; their whole fleet, if 1 

had not been obſtructed by the Rhodians: how- 
ever I have difabled the greateſt part of it, and 
Ran the reſt. I have taken likewiſe 
one of their tranſports: the ſoldiers and offifets 
on board having quitted them upon the firſt 
notice of my approach. In a word, I have  ſpc- 
ceeded i in the main of my deſign ; having de- 
feated a ſcheme which I greatly dreaded, and 


ES IE 


mies s by cranſporting his forces into Italy. 

. refer you to the letter which I have written 
the ſenate ©, for, an account of the ill treatment 
received from the Rhodians ; tho? indeed 1 have 
lours. Theſe people, in conſequence of 25 
imagining that the affairs of the commonwealth 

© were utterly deſperate, behaved towards me with - 
' the moſt inſufferable inſolence. But their af- 
fronts to my own perſon, is in no ſort the foun- 
dation of my complaints: I have ever diſre- 
garded-injuries of this kind that centered entirely 
in myſelf. It is their diſaffection to the repub- 
lic; their attachment to the oppoſite party; their 
conſſtant ill- offices to all thoſe who diſtinguiſh 
N in the ſupport of our liberties, 922 1 
The following letter: | 


chought 
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thought demanded my reſentment. Loet me not A. U. 510. 
be. underſtood, however, as paſſing an indiſcri- 


minate cenſure. upon the whole iſland in general: 
far am I indeed from thinking them all equally 
infected with the ſame principles. But I know 
not by what fatality it happens, that thoſe very 
magiſtrates who refuſed to give protection to my 
father, to Lucius Lentulus, to Pompey, and to 
the reſt of thoſe illuſtrious chiefs who fed into 
this iſland after the battle of Pharſalia; are all of 
them at this juncture either actually in the ad- 
miniſtration themſelves, or poſſeſs an unlimited 
influence over thoſe who are. Accordingly they 
have conducted themſelves in this affair with 
their uſual. malevolence : and it is not only expe- 
dient, but indeed abſolutely neceſſary that the 
republic ſnould interpoſe her authority, leſt the 
inſolence of this people ſhould. riſe to ſtill greater 
heights, by paſſing any longer unchaſtiſed. 

Let me hope you will continue, as uſual, to 
take my intereſts under your protection: and 
that you will upon all occaſions, both in the ſe- 
nate and in every other inſtance, promote my ho- 
nours with your ſuffrage. As the province of Aſia 
is Weed to the e Wich a Tomes ip 


7 „ Hirdas ani Panſs: the news of whoſe Fry 
with that of the battles in which they fell, bad not yet 


reached the knowledge of Lentulus. 
0 pointing 
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A. U. vr. pointing whomſoever they ſhall think proper to 
— 


adminiſter the government till their arrival; l 
intreat you to employ your intereſt with them to 
confer this dignity upon me. The ſituation of 
affairs in this province does by no means require 

their preſence before the expiration of their con- 
ſular office, or in any ſort render it neceſſary that 
they ſhould ſend hither an army. For Dolabella 
is now in Syria: and, agreeably to what you des 
clared with your uſual prophetic diſcernment, he 
will certainly be defeated by Caſſius ere the con- 
ſuls can poſſibly arrive. Accordingly he has 
been obliged to abandon the ſiege of Antiockia; 
and has retreated to Laodicea, a ſea-· port 'town'in - 
Syria, as the only city in which he could confide; 
I hope he will ſoon meet with the fate he ſo well 
deſerves or rather indeed, I am perſuaded it has 
already attended him: for he has no other place 
to which he can retreat, and it is impoſſible he 
mould make any long or effectual reſiſtance 
againſt ſo powerful an army as that which Caſſius 
has led againſt him *. I imagine therefore that 
Fame. Hirrivs-will m haſte to come 


— — mnivotg 3 


* This horch afterwards N to e fe. Fe Caf 
fins having forced the city of Laodicea to ſurrender ; Fore a- 
bella in —— to avoid falling into the hands of his enemy, 
an end to his own life by the aſſiſtance of one of bis 
RT whom he commanded to be * Nee Ad. 
Paterc. ii. 69. utes} 10 3 abi. 


— 
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into theſe 1 
provinces, 71%: 


their conſular year at Rome. For this reaſon 1 
am inclined to hope that you may prevail with 
them to appoint me their ſubſtitute: - 

I have received aſſurances from both of them, 
as well in perſon as by letter, that no ſueceſſut 
ſhould be elected to my office during their 
conſulate: and Panſa has lately repeated the ſame 
promiſe to my friend Verrius. Believe me, 
it is not from any ambitious views that I de- 
ſire to be continued ſome time longer in this 


province. But as I have met with many dif- 


ficulties and diſadvantages in the diſcharge of 
my functions, I ſhould extremely regret the be- 
ing obliged to reſign my poſt hefore I ſhall have 
fully reaped the fruit of my labours. If it were in 
my power to remit to Rome the whole of thoſe 
aſſeſſments I had actually levied, I ſhould be. ſo 
far from wiſhing to remain here,' that I ſhould 
defire to be recalled. - But I am very ſollicitous 
to receive the money I advanced to Caſſius; to 
replace what | loſt by the death of Trebonius, 
and the oppreſſions of Dolabella; as well as to re- 
cover the ſeveral ſums which are due to me from 
thoſe who have perfidiouſly broken the good faith 
they owed both to myſelf and to the republic. 
Now theſe are points which I can by no means 


Un unleſs the time of my continuance in this 


province 


MO 
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n. U. ys province be prolonged : a privilege which I hope 


to obtain by the 1 of your en n 
offices: 117; 

I perſuade mytdf chat e to en 
monwealth give me juſt reaſon to expect, not the 
honour only of adminiſtering this province, but 
as high dignities as Caſſius and the two Bruti: as 
I not only ſhared with them in forming the deſign 
and undergoing the hazard of that ever-memor- 
able enterpriſe againſt, Cæſarꝰ, but have exerted 
myſelf with equal zeal and ſpirit in all our pre- 
ſent commotions: I was the firſt, let me boaſt, 
that bid defiance to the oppreſſive laws of An- 
tony. I was the firſt that brought over the ca- 
valry of Dolabella to the intereſt of the republic, 
and delivered them into the hands of Caſſius. 1 
was the firſt who levied troops in defence of our 
common liberties againſt the infamous attempts 
of thoſe who have conſpired our deſtruction: and 
it is owing entirely to me that Syria, together 
with the army in that province, joined them- 
ſelves under Caſſius in the ſupport of the republic. 
van if I had . expeditiouſly con- 


4 9 Plutarch as Manatee i in Th 33 this 
obſerves) eh to notice that ſeveral Aﬀeted do be Ke 
aſſociates in the conſpiracy againſt Cæſar, who in truth were 
no way concerned in that affair; particularly mentions Len- 
-tulus as one in that number. But he paid dear for his boaſt 
as it coſt him his life when Octavius got into power. Phat. 


in vit. Ceſar. : 


NT 6 tributed 


[ 
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tributed thoſe large ſubſidies both of men and A. U 10 
money with which 1 ſupplied Caſſius, he would 
not have ventured to march into Syria: and the 
name of Dolabella would now have been no leſs 
formidable to the republic than that of Antony 
himſelf. Yet at the ſame time that I ated thus 
warmly for the intereſt of the republic, I had 
every private bias that could draw me to the 
oppoſite party. Dolabella was my friend and 
companion; as the Antonys were my neareſt 
relations: and it was by the united good offices 
of the latter that I obtained the quæſtorſhip of 
this province. But the love of my country was 
ſuperior to every other attachment: and I ſtood 
forth the firſt to declare war againſt the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt endearing connections both of blood 
and friendſhip, Inconſiderable, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, is the fruit which I have. hitherto 

reaped from theſe inſtances of my patriotiſm. 
However, I do not deſpair : and I ſhall unwea- 
riedly perſevere, not only in diſplaying my. zeal 
for our liberties, but in expoſing myſelf to every 
difficulty. and every danger for their ſupport. 
Nevertheleſs I cannot but add, if I were to be 
encouraged by ſome of thoſe honours I have 


merited from the ſenate and from every friend to | * 
our country, they would give me an authority 
Ad f * which 


NN f 
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A. u. v1. which would enable me to act with greater ad- 
Sr vantage-t0 the common cauſe. // » (pu Yaoi 

I did not ſee your ſon when I was with Brutus, 
as he was juſt gone into winter quarters with the 
cavalry . But I had the ſatisfaction of finding 
that he was in general eſteem: which gave me 
great pleaſure, not only on his account and yours, 
but likewiſe upon my own. For I cannot but 
conſider a ſon of yours that thus copies out his 
e virtues, as mes ann 8 


* ben ey Pena nn ens 542 4 


x « 1 cy Then he firſt left Italy, failed ee for 
«© Athens, where he fpent ſome time in concert 
% how to make himſelf maſter of Greece and fad Macedonia 
1 « which was the great defigu that he had in view. Here he 
red about him all the young nobility and gen Ko, Ja 


„ Rome, who for the opportunity 2 their education 
„ bees ſehy 2o't ſeat of learning: but of them 
« kim he took the moſt notice of young Cicero. He made 
therefore one of his lieutenants, tho” he was but 
years old : gave him the command of his horſe 
« _- employed him in ſeveral commiſſions of great tru 
„ and — | in all which the young man diſtinguiſhed 
$ both his courage and conduct. Life of Cic, iii. 142. 


7 * *Aity Ce i now called N. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


LzenTVULUs, Proguzeſtdr and Progriews, to * 
Conſuls, the Prætors, the Tribunes of the 


——_— the Senate and the . of -x 


8 ſoon as Dolabella bad poſſeſſed kinoſelf of A. U. 719. 


Afia * by the maſt infamous and cruel act 
of treachery *, I applied immediately to the army 
in Macedonia under the command of the illuſtri- 
ous Marcus Brutus; as the neareſt aſſiſtance to 
which I could have recourſe, in order to recover; 
this province as ſoon as poſſible to the dominion 
of the commonwealth. But Dolabella being ap- 
prehenſive of my deſigu, advanced with ſo much 
rapidity, that he had got out of theſe territories 
before it was poſſible that the forces I had folli- 
cited could arrive. In his march however, he 
laid the whole country waſte; ſeiſed upon the 
public money; and not only plundered the Ro- 
man citizens. of their effects, but moſt inhu- 
manly ſold them as ſlaves. I did not think 
it neceſſary therefore to defer my departure 
out of Macedonia, till the troops of Brutus 
ſhould be ready. It appeared to be moſt for 


* Aſia Minor. $6) wi; 8. P · n 
See rem. 7. p. 273. of this vol. 


Vol. III. * | the 
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A.U.710. the ddvititage of the republic, that I ſhould 0. 
turn with all expedition to the duties of my poſt, 
in order to levy the remainder of the public 
taxes, to collect the money I had depoſited, to 
inquire what part of it had been ſeiſed, and by. 
whoſe neglect: in a word, to tranſmit to yu 
a full and faithful account of the ſtate in which 
1 ſhould find the affairs we this province. With 
' theſe views, I embarked: but as I was faili 

among the Greek iſlands, I received intelliger 
that Dolabella's fleet lay off the coaſt of Lycia, 
and that the Rhodians had a conſiderable; num- 
ber of ſhips of war ready to fail. I reſolved 
therefore to put back to Rhodes with the ſhips 
that attended me, and which were now joined by 
thoſe under the command of Patiſcus the pro- 
quæſtor: a perſon whom I muſt mention as moſt 
intimately united with me, not only by the ties 
of friendſhip, but by the fame common fentiments' 
towards the republic. I aſſured myſelf that the 
Rhodians would give me aſſiſtance, inthefirſtplace, 
from their regard to the authority of your decree, 
by which Dolabella is declared au enemy to 
his country : and, in the next, as they ſtood en- 

gaged by a ſolemn treaty renewed with us in 
the conſulate of Marcus Marcellus and Servius 
Sulpicius, to conſider the enemies of the republie 

7 = 
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in all reſpects is their own. But 1 was greatly A. U 71e. 
deceived in my expectatlon: they were ſo für 


from being inclined to ſtrengthen my fleet with 


any of their own ſhips, that they would hot ſuf. 


fer it to enter their harbour. They even refuſed 


to furniſh. dur ſoldiers with proviſions and wa- 


ter: and it was with difficulty I obtained permiſ- 
ſion myſelf to fail into their port with two ſmall 


veſſels. However, I did not think proper to te- 


ſent this inſult upon the rights and the majeſty of 
the Roman people: deeming it of more im- 


portance in the preſent conjuncture to fruſtrate . 
the deſigns of Dolabella. For I had diſcovered, 


by ſome intetcepted letters, that it was his pur- 
poſe, if he failed in his attempt upon Syria and 
Egypt, (as fail I was ſure he muſt) to proceed 
directly with his band of robbers and their plun- 
der to Italy. Accordingly in view to this his 
ſcheme, he had preſſed, out of the ports of Ly- 
cia, a conſiderable number of tranſports, none of 
them leſs than fafty-fix tons burthen !: and theſe 
were ſtrongly guatded by his fleet. Being great- 
ly alartned therefore, cohſctipt * fathers, at this 


. 3 Theſe vellels were much inferiot to thoſe employed for 
the ſame purpoſes in our ſervice: the largeſt of which are 


of 300 tons, and the ſmalleſt of 100. 
4 This appellation was at firſt given as a mark of diſtine- 


gon to thoſe particular ſenators who were added by Tar- 


| Y 2 dangerous 
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A U. yio. dangerous deſign, I reſolved to bear with, the in- 
jurious treatment of the Rhodians, and to ſubmit 
to every milder expedient of gaining them oyer. 
to our intereſt. For this. purpoſe, I ſuffered, my- 
ſelf to be introduced into their ſenate in the man- 
ner they thought proper: where I repreſented, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms I was capable, the; danger. 
to which the republic would be expoſed, if that 
infamous rebel ſhould tranſport his forces in- 
to Italy. But I found them moſt perverſely dif-, 
poſed to imagine, that the friends of the republic, 
were the weaker party; that the general aſſocis. 
tion in favour of our liberties was by no: means 
voluntary; that the ſenate, would ſtill patiently, 
ſuffer the inſolence of Dolabella; and that no man, 

| would venture to vote him a public enemy. To 
/ be ſhort, they were more inclined to believe. the 
falſe reports that had been propagated by the diſs 
affected, than to credit my repreſentations, the? 
entirely agreeable to truth. In conformity with 
this diſpoſition, they had ſent, before my arrival 
in the iſland, two ſeveral embaſſies to Dolabella, 
notwithſtanding bis late aſſaſſination of A 
rere Piſs, C. by pop a ah ig lag 
ſenate as it was inſtituted by Romulus. But in a — mes 
it became a common title which was promiſcaouſly made u 


of in all addreſſes to that . council of the republic. Via. 
Manut. . | af hab 
niùs, 
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nius, and the many other flagitious acts which he 4.US10- 
committed in this province. And this they did 
by an unexampled violation of their laws, and 
contrary to the expreſs prohibitions of the magi- 
ſtrates who were then in office. But whether this =_ 
conduct was owing to their fears for the territo- 
ries they poſſeſs on the continent, as they them- 
ſelves alledge ; or whether it is to be imputed to 
the factious influence of a few of their principal 
magiſtrates, who formerly treated ſome of our 
illuſtrious countrymen with equal indignity, I 
know not. This however is certain, that I 
could not prevail with them to take any mea- 
ſures to obviate an evil, which it was -very 
eaſy for them to prevent: and all the arguments 
I could uſe either with reſpect to my own perſonal 
danger, or in regard to that which threatened the 
republic if this traytor with his banditti, after 
being driven from Syria, ſhould tranſport them- 
ſelves into Italy, proved utterly ineffectual. It 
was even ſuſpected that the magiſtrates them- 
ſelyes amuſed us with various pretences of delay, 
till they could ſend intelligence to Dolabella's 
fleet of our approach. And indeed there were 
ſome circumſtances that greatly increaſed this 
ſuſpicion ; particularly, that Sextius Marius, and | 
Caius Titius, the lieutenants of Dolabella, ſud- : 
denly quitted the fleet, and abandoned their 
7 tranſports 


1 
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Gs 710. tranſports which had coſt them ſo much time and 
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pains to collect. Be that as it will, I purſued my 
voyage from Rhodes towards Lycia, and falling 
in with the enemy, I took all their tranſports, 
and have reſtored them to their owners, By theſe 
means I have obſtructed what I ſo much feared, 
and have removed all apprehenſions of Dolabel - 
la's paſſing into Italy with his raſcal crew, I 
chaſed the enemy as far as Sida, which is the ut- 
moſt limit of my province; where I learnt that 
part of them were ſeparated, and that the reſt 
had ſteered in company together towards Syra and 
the iſland of Cyprus. Having thus diſperſed this 
fquadron, and knowing That brave commander 
and excellent patriot, the illuſtrious Caius Caſſius, 


had a conſiderable fleet in thoſe ſeas, I returned 


to the duties of my employment: and it ſhall be 
my endeavour, conſcript fathers, to give both 
you and the republic full proofs of my indefati- 
gable zeal, To this end, I ſhall exert my ut- 
moſt aſſidulty in collecting the public revenues, 
which I ſhall tranſmit to you, together with all 
my accounts, as expeditiouſly as poſſible. If I 
ſhould have time, likewiſe, to make a progreſs 
thro' the province in order to inquire into the 
conduct of thoſe with whom I entruſted the care 
of the finances, I ſhall not fail to ſend a lift of 
ſuch who ſhall appear to have been faithful to 


thelx 
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their truſt, as "well : as oe tho't who by voluntarily A. ks 
betraying it, "have rendered themſelves partners. 
in the guilt of Dolabella. Let n me add, that if 
you ſhall think proper to chaſtiſe theſe laſt ace, 


Rs } 
0 


cording to their demerits, the execution of — 
juſtice will greatly ſtrengthen my authority, and 
enable me with more facility to raiſe and preſerve 
the remainder of the public taxes. In the mean 
while, the better to ſecure the public revenue, and 
to protect this province from future inſults, I 
have formed (what indeed was extremely want- 
ing) a body of troops aa, anoca eatirely of vo 
lunteer s. ; 
Since I wrote the above, about thirty Aſiatic 
ſoldiers who deſerted from Dolabella in Syria, 
are arrived in Pamphylia. | They relate, that 
labella appeared before the walls of Antiochia it in 
Syria, and finding that the inhabitants had thur 
the city-gates againſt him, he made ſeveral at- 
tempts to enter by force; but was always 
repulſed with great diſadvantage. At length "I 
having Joſt about an hundred men, he retired | 
in the night. and fled. towards Laodicea; 
leaving all his ſick and wounded behind him. 
They add, that the ſame night almoſt the whole 
of his Aſiatic troops... deſerted ; eight hundred 
of which returned to Antiochia, and ſurren- 
dered themſelves to the officers of the garriſon 
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which Caſſius had left! in that town; the, reſt, {of 
which number theſe ſoldiers are) came doꝶn ĩ into 


Cilicia by mount Amanus : : in fine, that Caſſius 
with his Whole army was reported to have been 
but four days march from Laodicea when Dola- 
bella retired towards that city. I am perſuaded 
therefore chat this moſt infamous villain will meet 


with the N be deſerves much ſooner 
than we expected. | 


e 
LETTER VII. 01 991 


1 b 0t Foy 


Lz EPIDUS, Impernge and ſovereign 9 | . 
- . the Senate and Fegg of Rome . 


Eaven and earth will bear me witneſs, con- 
' ſcript fathers, that there is nothing L haye 
at all times more ſincerely defired, than the preſer- 


vation of our common Jiberties : and I ſhould 


The fun R ntifs to 
e ion of the oman po was give july 


ment in all cauſes relating to religion, and to 
feſtivals, ſacrifices, and all other ſacred kollitetzons The ſo- 


vereign pontif, or ſuperintendant of theſe pontiſices, was one 
of the moſt — offices in the commonwealth. 


3 This letter was written by Lepidus to the ſenate, in or- 


der to excuſe the junction of his forces with thoſe of Antony 3 


which was effected the day before its date. But tho he fe- 
— himſelf as merely paſſive in that tranſaction, and to 

ave been forced into it by a general revolt of his troops; yet 
it moſt evidently der- to have been in conſequence of a 


ſecret treaty which had been in agitation during ſome months 
before, IO him and Antony. 


ſoon 
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foon have convinced you of this truth, if Fortune AU ö. 
had not forced me to renounce thoſe meaſures 11 
purpoſed to purſue. My whole army indeed ex- 
preſſed their uſual tenderneſs towards their fellow 
countrymen, by. a mutinous oppoſition to my 
deſigns: and to own the truth, they abſolutely 5 
compelled me not to refuſe my protection to ſuch _ 

a multitude of Roman citizens. I conjure you 

then, conſcript fathers, to judge of this affair, 

not by the ſuggeſtions of private reſentment, but 

by the intereſt of the commonwealth : nor let 

it be imputed as a crime to me and my army, 

that amidſt our civil diſſentions we yielded to the 

diftates of compaſſion and humanity. Be aſſur- 

ed, that by acting with an equal regard to the 

ſafety and honour of all parties, you will beſt 

conſult both your own and your country's ad- 
vantage. F arcwell, 


From my camp, at Pons Argenteu 
May the zoth. 
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oK xy: © 


—xT * 29 — — . 


LETTER I. 
To Prancvs... „ eb 


HO I am too well affured of the dif- A. U. 5 io. 
poſition of your heart, to require any 
formal declarations of your gratitude; 

yet I cannot but confeſs, that I received your ac- 
knowledgments with great pleaſure, as they af- 
forded me the maſt evident proof of the affection 
- you 


— 
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A.U.710. you bear me. I was always indeed perfectly ſen- 
= ible of your friendſhip: but it never appeared to 


me in a ſtronger or more advantageous light. 
Your letter to the ſenate was extremely well 
received, not only from the important account ſt 
brought us of your wiſe and heroic meaſures, but 
as it was greatly admired likewiſe for the ſtrength 
and elegance of its compoſition. Let it be your 
earneſt labour, my dear Plancus, to extinguiſh 
the remains of this war: which if you ſhould 
happily effect, you will acquire the moſt con- 
ſummate credit and reputation. I wiſh all poſ- 
ſible proſperity to the republic: yet, believe me, 
| ſpent. as 1 am, with my utmoſt efforts to preſerye 
it from deſtruction, I am ſcarce more ſollicitous 
for the liberties of my country, than for the 
glory of my friend. I hope that the immortal 
gods have placed within your power a moſt fa- 
vourable opportunity of increaſing your fame: 
and let me entreat you to embrace it, my dear 
Plancus, in the full perſuaſion that whoever ſhall 
deſtroy Antony, will have the. honour of ter- 


minating this moſt FUR and alarming * 
Farewell. 8 
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is ws to aegis who detained my cou -A. U. 7 10 


riers above a week, that I did not receive 
earlier advice of the ſeveral actions near Mutina: 
tho indeed I ſhould be glad to have been the laſt 
that was informed of this unhappy news, if it- 
were utterly out of my power to de of any aſſiſt- 
ance. in redreſſing its conſequences. I wiſh the 
ſenate had ordered me into Italy, When they! 
ſent for Plancus and Lepidus: for if I had been 
preſent, the republic would not have received this 
cruel wound. And tho ſome perhaps may re- 
Joice in this event, from the great number of 
principal officers and veteran ſoldiets of the Cæſa - 
rian party, who have periſhed ; yet theꝝ will une: 
doubtedly find reaſon to lament it, when they 
ſhall be ſenſible of the terrible deſolation it has: 
brought upon their country. For if hat is re- 
lated concerning the number of che ſlain, be ãn 
any degree true; the — 
armies are entirely cut off. 4b 
I was well A e eee 
would have proved to the republic, if I could 


1 See rem. 6. p. 207. and rem. 1. p. 208. of this vol. 
* . 
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A. U. 10. have joĩned Lepidus: as I ſhould have been able, 


and eſpecially with the aſſiſtance of Planeus, to 
have diſſipated thoſe doubts which occaſioned his 


delay in declating for the ſenate. But the letters 


which I received from him being written (as you 


aan Tg 


Will perceive by the copies I herewith tranſmit} 
in the ſame ſpirit with thoſe ſpeeches, which it is 
ſaid, he made to his army at Narbo ; I found 
it neceſſary to act with ſome ſort of artifice to- 
wards him, if I hoped to obtain leave to march; 
my troops thro' his province. I was apprehen- 
five likewiſe, if an engagement ſhould happen 
before I could execute my deſigns, that the 
known friendſhip I had with Antony ' (tho? not 
ſuperior indeed to that which Plancus entertained; 
for him) would give my enemies an occaſion of 
miſrepreſenting my intentions. For theſe rea- 
ſons 1 diſpatched two couriers from Gadesꝰ in 
the month of April by two different ſhips,: 


with letters, not only to you, and to Octavius, 


but to the conſuls alſo, requeſting to be in- 
formed in what manner my ſervices might moſt 
avail the republic. But, if I am right in my 
calculation, theſe ſhips did not ſail till the very 
day on which the battle was fought between 
Panſa and Antony : as that was the ſooneſt; 1 


"" Narbonne i in Provence. 
3 Cadiz. 


thi 1 


vigable. To theſe zeaſons for not marching, 1 1 
muſt add, that 1 had ſo little apprehenſion of this. 
civil war, that I ſettled the winter-quarters of my. 
troops in the very remoteſt parts of Luſitania . 
Both armies, it ſhould ſeem, were as eager to 
come to an action, as if their. greateſt fears on 

each ſide were, leſt ſome. leſs deſtructive expedi-, 
ent might be found of compoſing our diſturb- 
ances. However, if circumſtances required ſo 
much precipitation, I muſt do Hirtius the juſtice 
to acknowledge, that he conducted himſelf with 
all the kill and nme 
neral. 

I am informed by 3 from. chat part of 
Gaul which is under the command of Lepidus, 
that Panſa's whole army is cut to pieces, and that 
he himſelf is ſince dead of his wounds. They 
add, that the martial legion is entirely deſtroyed, 
and that Lucius Fabatus, Caius Peducæus, and 
Decimus Carfulenus are among the number of 
the ſlain. My intelligence farther aſſures me, 
that in the ſubſequent attack by! Hirtius, both he 
and Antony loſt all their legioggz that the fourth 
legion, after having taken Afitony's camp, was 
engaged and defeated. by the fifth, with terrible 
Naughter z that Hirtius, together with Pontius 


1 Portugal. 


Aquila, 
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une, Aquila; and, as it is reported, Octaeius likewile, 


— killed in tlie action. If this hould prove 
e, (which” the | gods" forbid) I ſhall be very 


— concerned. My advices farther impbrt, 


that Antony has with great diſgrace abandoned 
the ſiege of Mutina; however, that he has #8 
complete regiments of horſe ſtill remaining, to- 

gerher with one which belongs to Publius diet 


ennus, as alſo a confidetable nutnbet of diſarmed 


ſoldiers} that Ventidius has joitied him with the 
ſeventh, the eighth, and the ninth legions; and 
that Antony is determined, if there ſhotild be 


no hopes of gaining Lepidus, to have recourſe 


to the laſt expedient, and arm not only the pro- 
vincials, but even the flaves: in fine, that Lu- 
cius Antonius, after having plundered the city 3 
Parma; has poſted himſelf upon the Alps. 

theſe ſeveral particulars are true, there is no * 
to be loſt: and every man who wiſhes that the 
republic,” or even the name of the Roman people 
may ſubſiſt, ſhould immediately, without wait- 
ing for he expreſs orders of the ſenate, c contri- | 
bure his utmoſt ſſiſtance to” extinguiſh theſe 
dreadful flatrieg, MF hear that Decimus Brutus is 
ar the head of only ſeventeen cohorts, together 
with two incomplete legions of new-faiſed 
troops, which had been levied by Antony. 1 


; doubt not however, that the remains of the 


. forces 
The a is omitted in the MSS, 
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forces commanded by Hirtius will join him. A. U. 510. 
I hope ſo at leaſt :/ as there is little, I think, to 
be expected from any new, recruits that may 
be raiſed ; eſpecially ſince nothing can be more 
dangerous than, to give Antony tithe to recover” | 
ſtrength «1, 22 M 

My next letters from Italy will determine the 
plan of my operations: and as the corn is now 
cut down, and partly carried in, T ſhall be mote 
at liberty to execute them without obſtruction 
from the ſeaſon of the year. In the mean time 
let me aſſure you, that I will neither deſert, nor 
ſurvive 5, the republic. It is a misfortune how- 
ever that my diſtance from the ſcene of action is > 
ſo great, and the roads ſo infeſted, that it is often 
ſix weeks, and ſometimes more, ere I can be 
informed of any event that has happened! Fare- 
well. nenn 

; Notwithſtanding Pollio's pious reſolutions of expirin 
with the republic, be was contented to live on long after it 
total deſtruQtion, and died in a good old age in the court and 
favour of Auguſtus. It was not many months indeed from 
the date of this letter, that he united with the enemies of 


his country, by joining his troops with thoſe of Antgay and 
Lepidus. 4, Dial. de Cauſ, Corrupt. Bloquents © Þ + 
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FE. 


£ Dzciuus Bx v us to Cieske. 2 


IT affords me e ſome MS, THAT in the midſt of 
my great concern , that the world is at length 
convinced that my fears. were, not without juſt 


foundation. I have ſent. by this expreſs a full 
account of the whole affair to the ſenate. And 


now let them deliberate, if they pleaſe, whether 
they ſhall. call home their troops from Africa 


and Sardinia; whether they ſhall ſend for Marcus 


Brutus; and whether they ſhall order the pay - 


ment of my forces. But of this you may be 
well aſſured, that unleſs they act with regard to 
theſe ſeveral, articles in the manner I have point- 
ed out in my letter, we ſhall all of us d 
poſed to the utmoſt danger. | 

I intreat you to be extremely cautious ah 
the ſenate ſhall employ to conduct the troops that 


are to reinforce me: as it is a truſt which requires 


great. fidelity and expedition. F arewell. 
From my camp, June 3d. * 


5 Occaſſoned by ſle treachery of Lepidus in having deſert- 
ed the cauſe of he republic, and joined himſelf to Antony. 
This letter appears to have been written a few days after that 
event; being dated the 3d of June, and the junction between 


the two armies of Lepidus and Antony having been effected 
on the 29th of May. 


-* See the 11th letter of the preceding book, p- 276. to 
which this ſeems ** to allude. 
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LETTER IV. 


To Dbointus BRUrüs!. 


AY every god cotifpund that moſt infa- A ©. 710. 
mous of all human beings, the execrable 
Segulius! For do you imagine, my friend, that 
he has told this idle tale to none but Cæſar, or 
to you? Be aſſured he has related it to every 
mortal that would give him the hearing. I am 
much obliged to you however, for informing me 
of this contemptible report : as it is a very ſtrong 
inſtance, my dear Brutus, of the ſhare * allow 
me in your friendſhip. | 
As to what he mentioned concerning t the com- 
plaints of the veterans, that you and Cæſur are 
left out of the commiſſion for dividing the lands; 
I ſincerely wiſh I had likewiſe been excluded from 
ſo troubleſome an office. But it is by no means to 
be imputed to me, that you were not both nominat- 
ed: on the contrary, I moved that all our generals 
ſhould be included. But the clamours of thoſe who 
always endeavour to obſtruct your honours, car- 
ried it againſt me: and you were Both excepted, + 


This letter is an anſwer” to the 23d of the foregoing 
book: and was written before any of the letters which give 
an account of mon being received by Lepidus had come 
to Cicero's hands. 


1 . 
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A.U.710.in oppoſition to my warmeſt efforts. Unheeded 
then by me, let Segulius propagate his impotent 
calumnies ! For all that the man means, is no- 
thing more than to repair his broken fortunes. 
Not that he can be charged with having diſſipat- 
ed his patrimony : for patrimony he never had. 
He has only ſquandered in Ty * 1 ac- 

quired by infamy. 

You may be perfectly at OY my dear and ex. 

cellent Brutus, with regard to thoſe fears which 
you ſo generouſly entertain upon my account, at 
the ſame time that you feel none, you tell me, up- 
on your own. Be aſſured I ſhall expoſe myſelf to 
no dangers which prudence can prevent: and as 
to thoſe againſt which no precaution can avail, 1 
am little ſollicitous. High indeed would my pre- 
ſumption be, were I to deſire to be privileged be- 
yond the common lot of human nature. 

The advice you give me not to ſuffer my fears 
to lead me into greater dangers than thoſe they 
would avoid ; ſupplies me at once with a proof 
both of your judgment and your friendſhip ; 
but the CH is altogethet unneceſſary, The 
truth of it is, fliſtinguiſhed as you are by a for- 
titude of mind which renders you incapable of 
fear upon any occaſion; yet there is no man who | 
approaches nearer to you in that quality than 
myſelf. „ I ſhall always be upon my 


guard, 
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guard, though I ſhall never be afraid. Indeed A.U. 710. 
if I ſhould have any reaſon; will it not 1 


wholly owing, my dear Brutus, to yourſelf ? 
For were I of a diſpoſition apt to take alarm, 
yet I ſhould be perfectly compoſed, in the con- 
fidence of that protection I ſhall receive from 
your approaching conſulate : eſpecially as the 
world is no leſs ſenſible than J am, of the ſin- 
gular ſhare I enjoy of your affecxſon. 

I agree entirely with your opinion concerning 
the four legions : as alſo that both you and Cæfar 
ſhould have the diſtribution of thoſe eſtates you 
mention. This is an office on which ſome of 
my collegues had caſt a very wiſhful eye:  how- 
ever I have. diſappointed their longing, by re- 
ſerving it wholly for you and Cæſar,. In the 
mean time, if any occurrence ſhould ariſe that 
requires particular ſecrecy, I ſhall obſerve your 
directions and communicate it to you by one e of | 
my own domeſtics. Farewell, 
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A. U. 710. 21 Shall never regret to undergo the greateſt 
* dangers in the cauſe of my country, pro- 
vided, my dear Cicero, that whatever bappens 
to myſelf, I may not juſtly be accuſed of te. 
merity. But I ſhould not ſcruple to confeſs, 
that I had been guilty of an imprudence, if 
I had ever acted in reliance upon the ſincerity 
of Lepidus. Too eaſy a diſpoſition to give cre- 
dit to fair pretences, cannot fo properly be called 
a fault as an error : but 'an error into which the 
nobleſt minds are generally moſt liable to fall, 
It was not however, from a miſtake of this nature, 
that I had lately well-nigh been deceived : for the 
character of Lepidus I perfectly well knew. It 
was entirely owing to a certain ſenſibility of what 
my detractors might ſay : a quality, I will freely 
acknowledge, particularly prejudicial in the af - 
fair of war. I was apprehenſive if I remained in 
my camp, that ghoſe who are inclined to miſcon- 
{true my actions, might repreſent me as the oc- 
caſion of the war being protracted, by obſtinate- 
ly indulging my reſentment againſt Lepidus : and 
therefore I advanced almoſt within ſight of him 
and Antony. I encamped indeed at no greater 
6 | diſtance 


7 
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diſtance from them than forty miles, that I might A 0. 710. 
be able, as eircumſtances ſhould require, either 
ſpeedily to join the army of Lepidus, or ſafely to 
retreat with my own. In marking out my camp, 

I choſe a ſpot of ground that gave me the advan - 
tage of having a large river in my front, which 
would take up ſome time in paſſing, and that lay 
contiguous like wiſe to the country of the Vocon- 
ti: who I was ſure would favour my retreat. 
When Lepidus found himſelf diſappointed of 
what he ſo much wiſhed, and that there was no 
hopes of my approaching nearer, he immediately 
threw off the maſk : and on the 29th of May he 
joined Antony. The combined artnies moved 
the ſame day in order to inveſt my camp: and 
they had actually advanced within 20 miles, be- 
fore I received advice of their junction · However 

I ſtruck my tents with ſo much expedition, that 

by the favour of the gods, I had the happineſs 

to eſcape them. My retreat was conducted with 

ſo much good order, that no part of my baggage, 
not even à ſingle man, was either left behind or in- 
tereepted by theſe incenſed villains. On the 4th 

of this month I repaſſed the I with my whole 
army: after which 1 broke down the bridge I had 
thrown acreſs that river. I took this precau- 
tion, that my e ga have time to 1 | 


* A people of Narbonenſinn Gail. 
| 2 4 th:m- 
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A U. io. themſelves, as well as to give my col an 
* give my collegue 


opportunity of coming up to me: nnn 
gine he will be able to effect in amn 
the date of this letter. „n 


3 


I muſt always acknowledge the wc and ade 
ty which Laterenſis has ſnhewn to the republic, in 
his negotiations between Lepidus and myſelf: 
but it is certain that his great partiality towards 
LCLepidus, prevented him from diſcerning the dan- 
gers into which I have been led. However, as 
ſoon. as he diſcovered how groſsly he had been 
impoſed upon, he attempted to turn that ſword 
againſt his own breaſt, which with much more 
juſtice had been plunged in the heart of Lepidus. 
But he was prevented from completing his pur- 
poſe: and it is ſaid (tho? I by no means mention 
it as a | certainty) that the wound ung 
himſelf is not mortal ?, 
My eſcape from theſe traitors has * ex- 
treme mortification to them: as they marched to 
attack me with the ſame unrelenting fury Which 
inſtigates them againſt their country. Some late 
circumſtances particularly contributed; to-inflame 
their reſentment] had frequently and warmly 
urged Lepidus to extinguiſh this civik-war : I had 
3 of the conferences that n 


Decimus Brutus. 


It proved otherwiſe: 2 ts "RE in "holland of his pa- 
triotiſm, not only decreed him a public funeral, but oxdered 
2 ſta: ye to be erected 6 his memory. Dio. p. 324. 


with 
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wichlthe enemy! 1 had tefuſed to fee the lieute- f. le. 


nants whom Antony deputed to me under the 
paſſports of Lepidus: and had intercepted Catius 
Veſtinus, whom the former had ſent expreſs to 
the latter. But it is with pleaſure I reflect, that 
the more earneſtiy they wiſhed to get me into 
their hands, the more they'ſuffer in the diſap-" 
pointment. : 

Continue, my dear Cicero, to'employ the ſame 
vigorous efforts you have hitherto exerted, that 
we who are in.arms for the defence of the repub- 
lic, may have ſuitable honours paid to our ſer- 
vices. In the mean time I wiſh that Cæſar would 
join us with thoſe brave troops he commands 3 
or, if his affairs will not permit him, that at leaſt 
they might be ſent under the conduct of ſome 
other general : for moſt certainly his own perſo- 
nal intereſt is at ſtake *, The whole force of the 
diſaffected party is united againſt our country: 
and ſhall we not put forth our utmoſt ſtrength in 
its defence? As for what concerns myſelf, I will 
venture to affure you, that if you at Rome are 
not wanting on your parts, I will abundantly per- 
form every thing that can be liſted on mine. 
Tpheobligations Jam continually receiving from 
your hands, endear you to me every day more and 


© Octavius was at this time ſecretly on a treaty 
with Lepidus and Antony, which 2 in an 
alliance, which every reader is acquainted with under the 
6 n of the Triumwirate. 


more; 


f 
2 
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A:U-740-more z at the ſame time that they animate me to 


act in ſuch a manner as not to forfeit in any degree 
your eſteem and affection. [ % tcm 
I will only add my n 
perſon to give you ſuch proofs of my gratitude, 
as might afford you greater reaſon. to rejoice .in. | 
che good offices you have conferred upon me. 


Farewell. 


r 
Cularo, on the baude, of the Allbroges 
«hog 6th. + 4107 2065 c—_— 


nüt in 201 nic 


un (a yo E + 1 E K VI. | "OM S 
5 tell ye you the truth 41 15 was once Low 


tu Vern vir ar 

o Dreinvs eee if 
T* to be ſomewhat angry at. the ſhortn 

| your] letters: but Lam now fo well reconciled Y 

your. conciſe manner, that J condemn my own ag 
downright loquacity, a and ſhall make your epiſtles 
the models of mine. How ſhort, yet boy ex» | 

preſlive are you when you tell me, that « all 
* things go well with you, and that you. ſhall 
« * endeavour to render them ſtill better; that Le- 
« pidus ſeems faygyrably diſpaſed; . and that, we 
Az cue Narbonenſian Gaul, in which Cularo, 


fi 
= When 2 = whict 10 un aber to 


2.6 the 310. of this vol. he had 
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have every thing to expect from our three ar- A.U.710. 


mies 5!” Were h ever ſo full of feats, theſe fig- 
nificant ſentences would baniſh them all. But I 
exert the ſpirit” you recommend: and indeed if 
at the time when you-were cloſely blocked up iu 


Mutina, my hopes nevertheleſs were fed en 


tirely, pon you;, how. much higher; chink you, 
mult they be raiſed, now ?: _ IB Xa 

1 ſhould be glad, my dear nd recen 
you my. poſt of ab ſeruatian, if I might do ſo wich- 
what you mentioned af continuing; in tal till 
you, ſhould. hear from me; I do not diſapprove 
of it, if the motions af the enemy ſhould not call 


you, elſewhere; as there are many points upon 


the carpet at Rome, which, may render it pru- 
dent. for you not to remove to a farther diſtance. 
But at all events, if your preſence here may 
prove a means of terminating the war z it. is un- 


93 . 


doubtedly the firſt ms Lr — Ju | 


ſhould Have in view, 

The ſenate has decreed the firſt- money that 
could be raiſed, for the peyment of your troaps. 
—Servius is extremely your friend: re 


an afvars depend Mean e. . 
June the 8th. 8 


8 Desen an Manes, ee 
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"AzinIvs PorLo wo. Crerno. ä 


ALBVUS , my Gintfior; has withdrawn 
from Gades with very conſiderable effects in 
his bands which he had received of the public 
taxes ?, conſiſting of a large quantity of uncoined 


gold, a much larger of ſilver , together with a 


great ſum of ready money: and what adds to his 


_ iniquity, is, that he has not diſcharged even the 


pay of the troops . In his flight he was detain- 
ed three days by contrary. winds at Calpe; 
from whence however he ſailed on the 1ft of this 
month: and has tranſported himſelf together 
with his treaſure into the dominions of Bogud, 


| king of Mauritania. But whether the Preſent 


6 He was 8 to Lucius Cornelius Balbus, the great 
friend and favourite of Cæſar, and of whom frequent weñtlon 
has been made in the preceding letters. 


e 
taxes. 


The province of Spain abounded in valuable mines of 


every ſort, particular 33 in i choſe of filver and gold: the pro- 


prietors of which pa ion to the govern- 


7 men of the pure ore which ich the e mines produced. Strab. 


Burman. de veckigal. P. R. Aiſert. p. 107. 


9 The. payment of the forces was a nN 
belonging to the provincial quæſtors. 80 


: Gibraltar. 
. One ol the moſt conſiderable kingdoms in antient Africa 
omprehending thoſe of Fez and Morocco, together with part 


"IO 
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prevailing reports * will bring him back to Ga- A U. 51e. 
des, or carry him to Rome, I know. not: for 1 


hear that his reſolutions vary with every different 
expreſs that arrives. But beſides the robberies 


and the extortions he has committed in this pro- 


vince, and the cruelties he has exerciſed towards 


our allies, he affected in ſeveral inſtances to ĩmitate 


(as he himſelf uſed to boaſt) the actions of Cæſar. 


Accordingly on the laſt day of the games which he , 
exhibited at Gades, he preſented Herennius Gal- 


lus, a comedian, with the golden ring; and con- 
ducted him to one of the 14 benches of the the- 
atre, which he had appropriated to thoſe of the 
equeſtrian order. He likewiſe continued himſelf 
in the ſupreme magiſtracy of Gades, by his own 
ſingle authority: and at two immediately ſucceſ- 
ſive aſſemblies of the people, he nominated for 
the two next following years ſuch of his creatures 


whom he thought proper to ſucceed him in the 


government of that city. He alſo recalled from 
exile, not indeed thoſe unfortunate men who were 
baniſhed on account of the preſent commotions, 
but thaſe infamous rebels who were concerned 


of Algiers and Billedulgerid. Bogud, the prince of this 
country, had in the late Seil wars favoured = aſſiſted Cæ· 
ſar, by whom he had been greatly diſtinguiſhed; as he af- 
terwards ſu ed Antony in the war between him and 
Octavius. It is probable therefore that Balbus withdrew 
with theſe treaſures, not in order to convert them to his pri- 


vate uſe, but to employ them in the cauſe of Antony. Hire. 
de Bel. Alex. 59. de Bel Afric. 25. 


Concerning the junction of Lepidus with Antony. 
in 


« 
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Abbie. in the ſedition which was raifed/in Gades, during 
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the proconfulate of Settus Varrus f and in 


which all the members of their council were ei 
ther affaſſinated, or expelled. Thus far he had 


Ceſar for his model: but in the inſtances I am 


going to mention, he exceeded even Cæſur 


public games, upon the ſubject of his embaſſy to 
Lucius Lentulus ?, the proconſul: and the good 
man was ſo affected with the remembrance of 
thoſe tranſactions which the ſcenes of this drama 


recalled to his mind, that he melted into tears. 
At the gladiatorial games, he gave a ſpecimen of 


his cruelty with regard to one Fadius, who had 


ferved in Pompey's army. This man had twice, 


it ſeems, voluntarily entered the liſts in combats 
of this kind; but upon the preſent occaſion he 
4 It does not appear who this perſon was, nor at what 
time he prefided as governor of Spain. | 
He was conſul in the year 704, when the civil war 
broke out: in Which he took part with Pompey. He ac- 
companied that general in his retreat toBrundifrum, and from 
thence paſſed over with him into Greece. But before Len- 


tulus left Italy, Balbus was employed by Cæſar (as Manutius 


obſerves) to prevail with him to return to Rome. Balbus af- 


terwards (as appears by a paſſage which the ſame commenta- 


tor. cites from , Paterculus) executed a much more difficult 
commiſſion of this kind, at the ſiege of Dyrrachium: where 
he undertook to carry ſome farther overtures from Cæſar to 
Lentulus who was in that garriſon, and which be executed 
with equal addreſs and intrepidity. It was this adventure, 


it is probable, that formed the ſubjeR of the play which Pol- 


ho here mentions. 44 At. viii. 11. Vel. Paterc, ii. 5 2 
: V \ 


himſelf.” He cauſed a play to be acted at "the 


— — 


Balbus : and accordingly threw himſelf upon the © 
protection of the populace. But the mob having 
pelted Balbus with ſtones when he attempted to 
recover him out of their hands, he let looſe upon 
them a party of his Gallic horſe. Balbus having 
by theſe means got the unfortunate Fadius into 
his poſſeſſion, ordered him to be fixed in a pit 
which was dug for that purpoſe in the place 
where the games were exhibited, and cauſed him 
in this manner to be burnt alive. This was per- 
formed ſoon after Balbus had dined , "who was 
preſent during the whole execution, walking 
about bare · footed, with his hands behind him, 
indecent manner and while the unhappy ſuf- 
ferer cried out that he was a Reman citizen; 
„Why do you not run now” (faid'the inſulting 

6 There ſeems to have been ſome peculiar indecorum in 
this circumſtance, tho? it-is not very eaſy to determine where- 
in it preciſely conſiſted. , It may be, that public executions 


at this time of the day, were thought indecent ; it is certain 
at leaſt that it was deemed improper ta hald courts of judica- 
ture for the trial of criminal matters in an afternoon. af 
2 rakes notice that the 3 —— accu — 
is practice during his prætorſhip: and thinks it nece 
for the credit of that il rien, Nos, to deny the truth of 
the charge. Or perhaps Pollio might point out this circum- 
fo as a mark of uncommon N of diſpoſition in Bal - 
us, who could riſe from table with a temper of mind ſo di 
ferent from that which pleaſures of this ſort are naturally apt 
to inſpire ; and turn from a chearful meal to 2 ſcene of the 
utmoſt horror and barbarity. 7 lut - in vit. Cato Liicen. 
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AU. 710. 64 and relentleſs Balbus) to implore the protec - 
. tion of 'the people.“ But this was not the 
ſingle cruelty he exerciſed.” He: expoſed like - 
wiſe ſeveral Roman citizens to wild beaſts; par- 
ticularly a certain noted auctioneer in the city of 
Hiſpalis 7: and this for no other reaſon but be- 
cauſe the poor man was exceſſively deformed, 
Such is the monſter with whom I had the miſ- 
fortune to be connected! But more of him when 
we meet. In the mean time (to turn to a point 
of much greater importance) I ſhould be glad 
the ſenate would determine in what manner they 
would have me act. I am at the head of three 
brave legions: one of which Antony took great 
pains to draw over to his intereſt at the com- 
mencement of the war. For this purpoſe he 
cauſed it to be ſignified to them, that the very 
firſt day they ſhould enter into his camp, every 
ſoldier ſhould receive five hundred * denarii 
beſides which he alſo aſſured them that if he ob- 
tained the victory, they ſhould receive an equal 
ſhare of the ſpoils. with his own. troops: a reward 
which all the world knows would have been 
without end or meaſure. © Theſe promiſes made 


a deep impreſſion upon them: and it was with 
great difficulty I kept them from deſerting. 1 

Tue city of Seville in Spain. | 

8. About 141. ſterling. | Bet” 

| - ; ſhould 
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ſnhould not indeed have been able to have effected A. U. 710. 
this, if I had not cantoned them in diſtant quar- --W 
ters: as ſome of the cohorts, notwithſtanding 
they were thus ſeparated, had the inſolence to 
mutiny. Antony endeavoured likewiſe to gain 
the reſt of the legions by immenſe offers. Ner 
was Lepidus leſs importunate with me to ſend 
him the thirtieth legion: which he ſollicited both 
by his own letters, and by thoſe which he cauſed 
Antony to write. The ſenate will do me the 
juſtice therefore to believe, as no advantages 
could tempt me to ſell my troops, nor any dan- 
gers which I had reaſon to apprehend if Antony 
and Lepidus ſhould prove conquerors, could 
prevail with me to diminiſh their number, that 
I was thus tenacious of my army for no other 
purpoſe but to employ it in the ſervice of the 
republic 9. And let the readineſs with which I 
have obeyed all the orders I received from the 
ſenate, be a proof that I would have complied 
in the ſame manner with every other they ſhould 
have thought proper to have ſent me. I have 
preſerved the tranquillity of this province; I 
have maintained my authority over the army; 
and have never once moved beyond the limits of 
my own juriſdiction. I muſt add likewiſe, that 
I have never employed any ſoldier either of my 


9 See rem. 5. p. 337+ of this vol. 
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own troops, or thoſe of my auxiliaries in carry- 
ing any diſpatches whatſoever : and I have con- 
ſtantly puniſhed ſuch of my cavalry whom I have 
found at any time attempting to deſert. I ſhall 
think theſe cares ſufficiently rewarded, in ſeeing 
the peace and ſecurity of the republic reſtored. 


But if the majority of the ſenate and the com- 


monwealth indeed in general, had known me 
for what I am, I ſhould have been able to have 
rendered them much more important ſervices. 

I have ſent you a copy of the letter which I 
wrote to Balbus juſt before he left this province: 
and if you have any curioſity to read his play 
which I mentioned above; it is in the hands of 
my friend Gallus Cornelius, to whom you may 
apply for it. . Farewell. 


CTCorduba, June the Sch. 
LETTER VIII. 
To Plan eus. 


| \ LL our hopes are entirely fixed (and fixed 
A too with the approbation of the gods them- 
ſelves) upon you and your collegue *. The 


perfect unanimity therefore that appears by your 


reſpective letters to the ſenate to ſubſiſt between 
you, affords: great ſatisfaction, not only to that 


- 1 Decimus Brutus. 
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aſſembly in particular, but to the whole city in A. U. 710% 
general. n 
As to what you wrote to me concerning the 
commiſſion for dividing the lands; if that affair 
had been brought before the ſenate, I ſhould 
have been the firſt to have propoſed the moſt ho- 
nourable decree in your favour, But the flows 
neſs of their deliberations in the buſineſs which 
was then under their conſideration, together with 
other obſtructions which attended their debates; 
having prevented them from coming to any 
reſolution ; both your brother and myſelf were 
of opinion, that it was moſt adviſable to proceed 
upon the formet decree: and I take it for granted 
that he has acquainted you, to whom it is owing 
that it was not drawn up in the manner we pro- 
poſed. But if in this inſtance, or in any other, 
your inclinations ſhould not be intirely grati- 
fied; be well perſuaded however, that you are 
in ſuch high eſteem with all the friends, of the 
republic, that there is no ſort of honours they 
are not diſpoſed to confer upon you. I wait 
with great impatience for an expreſs from you, 
as I expe& it will bring us the news I moſt wiſh: 
Farewell. 


». 
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LETTER Is. 


To Corniricivs “. 


A. U. 210. JS it really to, my friend: and have I never 
— 


written to you but when I had occaſion to 
recommend the cauſe of ſome litigious ſuitor? 
J confeſs I have frequently troubled you with 
letters of this kind : but muſt you not thank 
your own obliging partiality towards me, if the 
world is perſuaded that .no recommendation has 
ſo much weight with you as mine ? Tell me, 
however, when did J omit writing, if your fa- 
mily gave me notice of an opportunity? In fact, 
nothing affords me greater ſatisfaftion, now that 
I cantiot converſe with you in perſon, than this 
intercourſe of letters. I only lament that my 
public occupations prevent me from correſpond- 
ing with you as frequently as I wiſh. If I had 


more leiſure indeed, I ſhould not only provoke 


you to enter with me into a commerce of this 
epiſtolary kind, but I ſhould challenge you 
with whole volumes of my works : a challenge, 
which I ought to have received from you; as 
your engagements, I imagine, are not altogether 


2 See rem. 6. p. 61, of this vol. 


ſo. 
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ſo numerous as mine. But if I am miſtaken A. U. 510. 


in this ſuppoſition; how ſhall J acquit you of 
being a little unreaſonable in expecting frequent 
letters on my part, when you have ſo ſeldom 
leiſure to ſend me any on yours? If 1 have 
hitherto been engaged in the moſt important 
occupations, as holding myſelf bound to exert 
all my cares in the defence of the republic; I 
may ftill more ſtrongly urge that plea at pre- 
ſent. For as a relapſe is always more dangerous 
than a firſt attack; fo the re-kindling of this 
war after it was almoſt totally extinguiſhed, 
demands a double portion of my labour and 
vigilance, But not to enter farther into this ſub- 
ject, believe me, my dear Cornificius, I ſhould 
think myſelf moſt inexcuſably indolent, not to 
ſay ill-mannered, were I capable of ſuffering you 
to gain the ſuperiority over me in any inſtance 
of friendſhip. That I enjoy yours, is a point 
of which I never once had the leaſt doubt: but 
the converſation I have lately had with Cherip- 
pus, has rendered it ftill more evident. As 
agreeable as he always was to my taſte, I could 
not but look upon him in his laſt viſit with 
more than ordinary pleaſure : as he not only 
acquainted me with the ſentiments of your heart 
in the meſſage he delivered to me; but as he 
repreſented at the ſame time a lively image of 

A a 3 8 your 
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A. U. 710. your very air and countenance. You had np 


reaſon then to be apprehenſive. that I ſhould. be 
diſpleaſed at your having ſent me the ſame com- 


mon letter which you addreſſed to all yorr friends 


in general. If I deſired a more particular me- 
morial, it was merely from the affection of my 


heart, and by no means as a point upon which 


] inſiſted. | | 
The loſs of both our conſuls 4, together with 


the incredible ſcarcity of money in the treaſury, 


puts it out of my power to eaſe you of your great 
and continual expence in your military prepara- 
tions, - We are trying all expedients in order to 
raiſe ſupplies for diſcharging thoſe donatives we 


promiſed to the troops that behaved well: ang 


J imagine that we ſhall at laſt be obliged to have 
recourſe to a tax 5. | a 
am perſuaded there is no truth in the report 
concerning Attius Dionyſius: as Stratorius has 
not mentioned a word to me upon that ſubject. 
With regard to Publius Lucceius ; be well per- 


ſuaded that his intereſt is no leſs my congern 


— | 
4 Hirtius and Panſa. 


1 This was a ſort of capitation tax, proportioned to each 
„man's ſubſtances ; but had wholly been diſuſed in Rome 


from the conqueſt of Macedonia by Paulus Emilius, 
«© which furniſhed money and rents ſufficient to eaſe the 


« city ever after of that burthen, till the neceſſity af the 


t preſent times obliged them to renew it. Val. Max: iv. 


it 3.” Life of Cie. iii. p. 249+ 


7 an 


than it is yours: for indeed he is extremely my A.U.710, 
friend. I could not however prevail with the 
managers of the auction to adjourn the ſale: 
their-engagements and their oath obliging them, 
they aſſure me, to the contrary. I would by all 
means therefore adviſe him to haften into Italy : 
and if the ſummons I ſent him ſome time ſince 
had any weight, he will be at Rome when you 
read this letter. As to the affairs you mention, | 
and particularly the money; I find you were not 
appriſed of Panſa's death when you wrote your 
letter, by the hopes you expreſs that thro' my 
intereſt he would comply with your requeſt, And 
moſt undoubted]y he would, had he been living: 
for he held you in great eſteem. But as he is 
dead, I do not fee that any thing can now be 
done jn this matter, | 

I approve, in general, of your meaſures with 
reſpect to Venullius, Latinus, and Horatius; 
and particularly, that you have deprived them 
of their lictors. But I am not altogether ſo 
well pleaſed, that in order to render this circum- 
ſtance the leſs uneaſy to them, you have taken 
away theſe attendants likewiſe from your own 
lieutenants. Thoſe who deſerve the higheſt ho- 
nours ought not to have been thus levelled with 
a ſet of men, who certainly merit the utmoſt 
diſgrace : and if they will not depart from your 

A a 4 pro- 
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A. U. vo. province in obedience to the decree of the ſenate, - 
"YI think you ſhould uſe compulſory methods for 


that purpoſe, % 20220089 

I have nothing farther to add in anſwer to your 
laſt letter (of which I received a duplicate) but 
that I hope you will be perſuaded, your; credit 


and reputation are no leſs ſacred to me than my 
own ©, Farewell. | 21 


nr 
To Dzcimus BrvuTvus. 


HO I always receive your letters with the 
4 hizheſt ſatisfaction, yet I am much better 
pleaſed that you employed your collegue Plancus 
to make an excuſe to me, than if you had in- 
terrupted your very important occupations by 
writing yourſelf. He has executed your com- 
miſſion very fully : and nothing can render your 
character more truly amiable to me, than the 
account he gives of your zeal and diligence, 


6 This letter cloſes the correſpondence between Cicero 


and Cornificws, | The latter not long afterwards loſt his 


life in bravely defending his province againſt the troops of 
Sextius: who claimed it in the name of Oktavias, virtue 
of the general diviſion of the Roman dominions that had 
been agreed upon between the triumvirs. Appian. de B. C. 


- The 
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Tbe junction of pout forces wich thoſe of K H e 
Plancus, and the harmony with which you 8 


together, as appears by your common letter to 
the ſenate, was extremely agreeable both to that 
aſſembly and to the people in general. What 
remains then, my dear Brutus, but to conjure 
you to perſevere in the ſame unanimity, and to 
endeavour, I will not ſay to excel others, but 
(what is far worthier of your ambition) to riſe 
above yourſelf. I need add no more: eſpecially 
as I am writing to one whoſe. en 
neſs I purpole to imitate. |. 

I wait with impatience for your next . 
as I imagine they will bring us ſuch accounts as 
are agreeable to our wiſhes, Farewell, 


LETTER XI, 
To Fuxxivs?. 


HEN your letter aſſured me, that it 

was abſolutely neceſſary either to ſlight 

Narbonenſian Gaul *, or to attack the enemy 

with great diſadvantage ; I was glad to find that 

the former had been choſen: as I much more 

dreaded the conſequences of coming to an en- 
7 See rem. 7. p. 303. of this vol. 


8 In which province were the W 
and Lepidus. 


gagement 
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A.U.710, gagement upon unequal terms. What you men- 


tioned likewiſe concerning the harmony between 
Plancus and Brutus, afforded me great pleaſure: 
for it is a circumſtance upon which I found =_ 
principal hopes of our ſucceſs. 

Notwithſtanding you modeſtly refer it to 4 
to inform me to whom we owe that general zeal 
which appears in your province 9; be aſſured it 
is a point of which I am already perfectly well 
appriſed. I could not therefore but read the lat- 
ter part of your letter, which in all other reſpects 
was extremely agreeable to me, with ſome con- 
cern. You there tell me, that if the election for 
ædiles is fixed for the month of Auguſt, you will 


ſoon be at Rome; but if it is already over, you 


will be there much ſooner: “ for wherefore,“ 
you aſk, © ſhould you weakly continue to hazard 
*«« your life, without the proſpect of any recom- 
« penſe?” O! -my friend, is it poſlible that 
you who judge ſo well concerning the intereſts 


of others, ſhould be thus a ſtranger to your own? 


But as I am ſenſible of the ſtrong impulſe of 
your heart towards true glory, I cannot believe 
that theſe are its genuine ſentiments: at leaſt if 
they be, I muſt condemn my own judgment as 
well as yours, for bang ſo OE deceived in 


9 Tranſalpine Gaul: in which province Furnius was lieu- 
tenant to Plancus. 


your 
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your character. Shall the ambition of antici- A.U:718. 
pating a flight and common honour, (for ſo 1 


muſt call the office you have in view, if obtained 
in the manner by which ſo many others have 
riſen to it before you) induce you to withdraw 
from a theatre where you are acting with ſuch 
univerſal and well-merited applauſe ? Shall it be 
a queſtion with you, whether to offer yourſelf 
as a candidate now, or at the next election for 
prztors : and is it none, how you ſhall deſerve 
every illuſtrious diſtinction which the common- 
wealth can beſtow? Are you a ſtranger to the 
exalted reputation you have acquired? Or do 
you conſider it as of no value, thus to riſe in 
the eſteem of your country? If you are igno- 
rant indeed of the high credit in which you ſtand 
with the public; it is an ignorance for which 
we who are your friends are undoubtedly to be 
blamed. But if you already know it; tell me, 
my Furnius, can any prætorſhip afford you a 
ſatisfaction ſuperior to what you feel in diſcharg- 
ing the duty you owe to your country, and in 
reaping immortal glory? an acquiſition, which 
tho' few indeed endeayour to deſerve, yet every 
man, moſt certainly, wiſhes to enjoy. Calviſius, 
who is much your friend, and a man of great 
judgment alſo, frequently joins with me in com- 
plaining of you upon this article. However, 

ſince 
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A. U. 710. ſince you are ſo deſirous to attain this office; 1 


ſhall endeavour that the election may be deferred 

till the month of January: as this adjournment 
will upon many accounts, I think, prove for the 

advantage likewiſe of the republic. mn : 

and wy victory attend you 

LETTER XII. 

To C Alus Cassivs 


1 Imagine you are informed by the public jour- 

nals, which I know are duly tranſmitted to 
you, of the infamous conduct of that moſt light 
and inconſtant man, your relation Lepidus *. 
We are again therefore involved in a war, which 
we flattered ourſelves was entirely over: and all 
our hopes are now placed upon Decimus * and 
Plancus ; or to ſpeak more truly indeed, upon 
Brutus and upon you, For it is from you two 
that we expect, not only a preſent aſſiſtance, in 
caſe any misfortune (which the gods avert !) 
ſhould attend our arms, but a firm and ume 
re-eftabliſhment of our liberties. 

The reports in regard to Dolabella +, are in all 


Lepidus and Caſſius were married to the two ſiſters of 
Marcus Brutus. 


Brutus. 
3 Marcus. 
That he was defeated by Caſſius. 
| reſpects 
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reſpects agreeable to our wiſhes, exceptisg only A. U. 4 | 


that they want confirmation. In the mean time 
be aſſured, that the opinion and expectations 

of the world concerning you, are ſuch as evi- 
dently ſhew that they look upon you as a truly 
great man. Let this animate you to the nobleſt 
atchievements : in the full perſuaſion that there 
is nothing ſo conſiderable which your country 
does not hope to obtain by your corrage and 
conduct. Farewell. | 


LETTER XIII. 
To the Same. 


1 Take . from the conciſeneſs of your 

letters, to ſhorten mine: tho to ſay truth, 
nothing occurs at preſent that can tempt me to 
lengthen them. For as to our tranſactions, I well 
know you are acquainted with them by the publi ; 
journals: and we are perfectly ignorant of every 


thing that concerns yours. One would imagine 
indeed that all communication were cut off be- 
tween us and Aſia: for we have received no 
intelligence from thence, excepting only ſome 
uncertain, tho' indeed repeated, rumours in re- 
lation to the defeat of D1labella. 


We 
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A. U. 710. We imagined that the flames of this civil war 
WY were entirely extinguiſhed : but in the midſt of 


this pleaſing perſuaſion; we were ſuddenly and 
greatly alarmed by the conduct of your relation 
Lepidus. Be aſſured therefore, that the hopes 
of the republic are wholly fixed upon you and 
your army. We have, it ts true, a very power- 
ful body of troops in this part of the world: 
nevertheleſs, your preſence here is extremely ne- 
ceſſary to give our affairs all the ſucceſs we wiſh. 
Iwill not ſay that we have no hopes of reco- 
vering our liberties: but I muſt ſay our hopes 
are ſmall. Such as they are, however, they are 
entirely founded upon your future conſulate “. 
Farewell. | 


LETTER XIV. 
Cassius“, Quæſtor, to CIcERO. 


EHE preſervation of the republic by the 
victory we have lately obtained, gives me 
inexpreſſible joy: as the honours that have been 


Caſſius and Brutus were prætors the laſt year: and the 
laws entitled a man to ſue for the confulate two years after 


de had ſerved the office of pretor. 


6 It is altogether uncertain whether the author of this 
letter was Lucius Caſſius the brother of Caius Caſſius, or 
another Caſſius, diſtinguiſhed by the addition of Parmenfis, 
from Parma, the place of his nativity. There is nothin 
indeed, in the hiſtory of theſe two Caffii, or in the lett 
itſelf, that can render it more reaſonable to ſuppoſe it to 
have been written by the one, rather than the other : for 


paid 
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paid my friend i, afford me likewiſe a very ſen- an 
ſible pleaſure. I cannot ſufficiently indulge my EY 


admiration when I conſider you as thus riſing 
above yourſelf in glory; and that the conſular * 
ſhould ſhine forth even with more luſtre than 
the conſul. Some uncommon ptvilege of fate 
moſt certainly attends your patriot virtues : as 
we have often, I am ſure, experienced. How 
elſe ſhould your ſingle eloquence be of more avail 
than the arms of all our generals? You have a 
ſecond time indeed reſcued the well-nigh van- 
quiſhed republic from the hands of our enemies; 
and once more reſtored her tq us again, From 
this period therefore I date the return of our 
liberties: and 1 ſhall now be honoured-with the 
public applauſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of pa- 


they were both in the number of the conſpirators againſt 
Czſar; and both afterwards acted with Brutus and Caſſius 
in Aſia, This epiſtle appears to have been written from 
the iſland of Cyprus ſoon after the news of Antony's defeat 
at the battle of Mutina had reached that part of the world, 
Caſaubon. ad Suet. Jul. 80. Appian. B. C. p. 671. 


7 This ſeems to allude to the honours that were paid to 
Cicero by the populace, upon the news that Antony had 
been forced to abandon the ſiege of Mutina. The whole 
«©. body of the people (to give the relation of this fact in 
the words of Dr. Middleton) % aſſembled about Cicero's 
„ houſe, and carried him in a kind of triumph to the Ca- 
«« pitol: where, on their return, they placed him in the 
«« roſtra, to give them an account of the victory: and then 
conducted him home with infinite acclamations,” Phz/, 
xiv. 5. Life of Cic iii. 197. | 


- 8 Thoſe who had paſſed thro? the office of conſul, were 
filed conſulars. | 


triots. 


— 
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A. U. 710. triots. Yes, my friend, you will now declare 


(what you promiſed to conceal till the recovery 
of our freedom ſhould render it to my advantage 


to be known) you will now declare to the whole 


world thoſe inftances you received of my tender 
attachment both to you and to the republic, 
during the dark and dangerous ſeaſon of our 
ſervitude, I am much leſs ſollicitous, however, 
that you ſhould publiſh my praiſes, than that you 
ſhould be perſuaded 1 deſerve them: and I had 
rather ſtand approved by your ſilent judgment, 
than without that internal verdi& in my favour, 
to enjoy by your recommendation the good 
opinion of the whole world. It is my great 
ambition indeed, that you ſhould eſteem my 
late conduct to have been, not the effect of a 
ſudden and irregular impulſe, but the natural 
reſult of the ſame uniform principles of which 
you have been a witneſs: in a word, that you 
ſhould think of me, as of one from whom the 
republic has ſo much to expect, as may well 
juſtify every honour to which I ſhall be ad- 
vanced. I am ſenſible, my dear Cicero, that 
your own family, as they are well worthy of the 
relation they bear to you, deſerve your firſt and 
moſt tender regard. But thoſe ſurely have a right 
to the next place in your affection, who endeavour 
to imitate your patriot virtues ; and I ſhall be 

glad 
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glad to find that their number is conſiderable. I fl. Ute. 


jmagine, however, that it is not ſo great as to ex- 
clude me from a ſhare in your good offices, and 
prevent you from procuring any public diſtine- 
tions in my favour which ſhall be agreeable to 
your inclination and your judgment. That I am 
not unworthy of them with reſpect to the diſpo- 
ſition of my heart, I have already, perhaps, ſuf- 
ficiently convinced you: and as to my talents; 
whatever they may be, the general oppreſſion 
under which our country ſo long laboured, would 
not ſuffer them to appear in their full advantage. 

I drew together out of the ports of this Aſiatic 
province and of the neighbouring iflands, all the 
ſhips of war I could poſſibly collect: and, con- 
fidering the great oppoſition I met with from the 
ſeveral cities, I mann'd them with tolerable expe- 
dition. With this fleet I purſued that of Dola- 
bella, commanded by Lucilius : who after hav⸗ 
ing frequently made a ſhew. of coming over to 
me, but ſtill however continuing, to retreat, fail- 
ed at length into the port of Corycusꝰ; where he 
blocked himſelf up. I did, not think proper to 
follow him thither ; not only as judging, it moſt 
adviſable to join our land forces, but as Turuli- 
us the quæſtor lay behind me with a ſquadron 
which Tullius Cimber fitted out the laſt year 


5 In Cilicia. * 
Vor. II. B b from 
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£229, from Bythinia. I put in therefore at Cyprus: 


from whence I take this firſt opportunity of ac- 
quainting you with the intelligence I have here 
received. I am to inform you then, that the city 
of Laodicea, (in purſuance of the example of our 
faithleſs allies the Tarſenſes *, tho? indeed with a 
greater degree of folly) have voluntarily called in 


Dolabella. From thoſe two cities he has com- 


poſed an army (as far as numbers can make gn 
army) of Greek ſoldiers, and is encamped before 
L aodicea; having thrown down part of the walls, 
in order to join his camp with the town. - On the 
other hand, Caſſius * is encamped about twenty 
miles diſtant from him at Paltos. His army con- 
liſts of ten legions, and twenty auxiliary cohorts, 
together with four thouſand horſe. He imagines 
that he ſhall be able to oblige the enemy to ſurren- 
der, without hazarding a battle: as wheat is ſo 
ſcarce in Dolabella's camp that it is fold for 
twelve drachmz. The enemy muſt neceſſarily, 
indeed, be deſtroyed by famine, if they are not 
ſoon ſupplied by the ſhips that belong to Laodicea. 
This, however, we ſhall with great eaſe prevent: 
for, beſides the three ſquadrons under Turulius, 
Patiſcus, and myſelf; Caſſius has a conſider- 
able fleet in theſe ſeas commanded by Sextilius 


The citizens of Tarſus. 


2 Caius Caſtius. Rut 
Us. 
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Rufus. Let me encoutage you then to hope, A. U. 719, 
that we ſnall ſoon vindicate our liberties with the 
ſame ſacceſs in this part of the world; as has 
attended your army in Italy. Farewell. 
Cromyacris, in Cyprus, June the 13th. 


LETTER xv. 
To Decimus Baurus. 

1 Was expecting every day to hear from you, 

when our friend Lupus gave me notice that 
he was juſt ſetting out to you, and deſired to 
know if I had any thing to write. But tho' I 
have nothing worth communlcating, more than 
what you are furniſhed with by the public jours 
nals; and that you are no friend, I am told, to 
jerters of mere empty form; yet I cannot forbear 
following your example, and ſending you two or 
three ſhort wards: Be affured then, that all our 
hopes reſt upon you and your collegue (. As to 
Brutus 3, I am not able to give you any certain ac- 
count of him: I can only ſay, that in purſuance 
of your advice, I endeavour to perſuade him in 
all my letters to come over into Italy, and to take 
3 See rem. fl. p. 316. of this vol. 
+ Plancus, 755 
Marcus Brutus. 


B b 2 4 part 
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A. U. 710. a part in this general war. I much wiſh he were 
no here: as his preſence would render me leſs 


apprehenſive of the conſequences of theſe inteſ- 
tine commotions 7 which prevail in Rome; and 
which are by no means, indeed, inconſiderable, 
hut I forget that I propoſed to imitate your 
laconic brevity, and am running on in a ſecond 
page. Farewell then, and may ſueceſs attend 
your arms“! 


June 18th. ; 
* : 


* 
4 


The conduct of Marcus Brutus, as far as can be jud 
of it at this great diſtance, appears altogether unaccountable, 
Before the battle of Mutina, he had drawn down all his for. 
ces to the coaſt, in order to embark for Italy, if any accident 
ſhould make his aſſiſtance neceſſary. But upon the news of 
Antony's defeat, he retired to the remoteſt parts of Greece 
and Macedonia, to oppoſe the attempts of Dolabella : and 
from that time (as Dr. Middleton obſerves) ſeemed: deaf to 
the call of the ſcnate, and to all Cicero's letters, which urged 
him ſo ſtrongly to come to their relief. But had Brutus and 
Caſſius (as the ſame ingenious hiſtorian remarks) marched 
with their armies towards Italy, at the time when Cicero 
firſt preſſed it, before the deſertion of Plancus and the death 
of Decimus ; it ſeems reaſonable to believe, that the im- 
mediate ruin of the republic might have been-prevented, 
Life of Cic, iii. 247. 

7 The diſturbances to which Cicero alludes, were pro- 
bably thoſe that were occaſioned by the violent meaſures of 


Octavius in order to obtain the conſulate, See rem. 8. 
p. 381. of this vol. ) 


8 Decimus Brutus ſoon after the date of this letter, was 
moſt treacherouſly deſerted by Plancus : who drew off his 
troops from thoſe of his collegue, and went over with them 
to the camp of Antony and Lepidus. Decimus Brutus 
being thus abandoned and left to ſhift for himſelf, with a 
« needy mutinous army, eager to deſert, and ready to give 
him up to his enemies, had no other way to ſave himſelf 
than by flying to Marcus Brutus in Macedonia. But the 
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LETTER XII. 
To Calus Cassvs., 


"OUR relation and my friend the worthy A.U.110. 
Lepidus, together with all his adherents, 

were by an unanimous decree of the ſenate which 
paſſed on the goth of June laſt, declared, public 
enemies to their country : but at the ſaine time a 
full pardon was offered to ſuch as ſhall return to . 
their allegiance before the firſt of September. 
The ſenate acts with great ſpirit: but it is the 
expectation of being ſupported by your army that 
chiefly animates them in their vigorous meaſures. 
I fear indeed, that we ſhall have occaſion for all 
your aſſiſtance : as the war is now, become ex- 
tremely formidable by the villainy of Lepidus. 

The accounts which daily arrive concerning Do- 
labella, are, altogether agreeable to our wiſhes : 
but at preſent they are nothing more than mere 
rumours. However your letter addreſſed to the 
« diſtance was fo great, and the country ſo guarded, that 
he was often forced to change his = for fear of bein 
taken; *till having diſmiſſed all his attendants, and wan- 
«« dered for ſome time alone in diſguiſe and diſtreſs, he com- 
«© mitted himſelf to the protection of an old acquaintance and 
«« hoſt, whom he had — obliged : where either thro? 
* treachery or accident, he was ſurpriſed by Antony's fol- 
«« diers, who immediately killed him, and returned with his 


head to their general. Vel. Paterc. ii. 64. App. iii. 588. 
Val. Max. ix. 13,” Life of Cic. iii. 242, 
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A. U. y io. ſenate, dated from the camp on the gth of May, 
". a raiſed a general perſuaſion in Rome, that he 


is aftually defeated. Accordingly it is imagined 


that you are now upon your march into Italy, 
with a view on the one hand, of ſuccouring us 
with your troops, if any of thoſe accidents 
common in war ſhould have rendered our arms 
unſucceſsful ; or on the other hand, of aſſiſting 
us with your counſels and authority, in caſe we 
ſhould have proved victorious. You may be af- 
ſured, in the mean while, that no endeavours of 
mine ſhall be wanting to procure the forces un- 
der your command all poſſible honours. How- 
ever I muſt wait a proper ſeaſon for this purpoſe, 
when it ſhall be known how far they have availed, 
or are likely to avail, the republic. At preſent 
we have only heard of their endeavours in the cauſe 
of liberty : and glorious, it muſt be acknowledg- 


ed, their endeavours have been. But ſtill ſome 


politive ſervices are expected: and theſe ex- 
pectations, I dare be confident, either already 
are, or ſoon will be, perfectly anſwered. No man, 
indeed, poſſeſſes a more patriot or heroic ſpirit 


than yourſelf: and it is for this reaſon that we 


wiſh to Tee you in Italy as ſoon as poſſible. The 
fact is, if you and Brutus were here, we ſhould 
look upon the republic as reſtored. 


If 
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"If Lepidus had not received Antony, weak A. U. 710. 1 2 


and defenceleſs as he was, when he fled after 
the battle of Mutina, we ſhould have obtained a 
complete victory. This infamous ſtep therefore 
has rendered him far more odious in Rome even 
than Antony himſelf ever was. For Antony raiſ- 
ed a war at a time when the republic was in the 
utmoſt ferment : whereas Lepidus has kindled 
the flames in the midſt of peace and victory, We 
have the conſuls cle& ® to lead. our armies againſt 
him: but tho? we greatly depend upon their cou- 
rage and conduct; till however the uncertain 
event of war, leaves us much to fear. Be aſſured 
therefore, that our principal reliance is upon you 
and Brutus; whom we hope ſoon to ſee in Italy: 
and Brutus indeed we expect every day. Should 
we have defeated our enemies, as I hope we ſhall, 
before your arrival; the authority, nevertheleſs, 
of two ſuch illuſtrious citizens will be of infinite 
ſervice in raiſing up the republic, and fixing it 
upon ſome tolerable baſis. All our buſineſs in- 
deed will by no means be over, notwithſtanding 
we ſhould be delivered from the infamous deſigns 
of our. enemies: as there are many other diſ- 
orders of a different kind, Which it will be ſtill 
neceſſary to redreſs. Farewell, 


9 Pecimus Brutus and Plancus, 


R LET. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Auris“. 


OUR family has informed you, I imagine, 
of my zealous labours to procure your 
reſtoration : as I have the pleaſure to be aſſured, 
that they are abundantly fatisfied with my ſervi- 
ces. Uncommon indeed as the affection is which 
they every one of them bear towards you ; yet 
I cannot allow that they are more ſincerely de- 
ſirous of your welfare than myſelf. I am ſure 
at leaſt, their power of aſſiſting you in this con- 
juncture, is by no means equal to mine. I have 
employed it, and ſhall continue to employ it 


for your benefit: and I have already gained a 


very conſiderable point, which will much con- 
tribute to facilitate your return. In the mean 
while, preſerve a firm and manly ſpirit: and be 
well perſuaded that my good offices ſhall not be 
wanting to you upon any occaſion. Farewell. 

: In ſome MSS. the ſuperſcription of this letter is to 
Appius, and in others to Ampius Balbus. The time when 
this letter was written is no leſs uncertain than the perſon 


to whom it is addreſſed, 


LE. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
PlaAx cus, Conſul elect, to CIE RA. 
Cannot forbear to expreſs upon every occaſion; A. U. vis. 
the ſentiments I entertain of your repeated 
favours : tho? at the ſame time it is with ſome 
reſerve that I indulge myſelf in this ſatisfaction. 
The great intimacy indeed which you allow me 
to enjoy with you, renders all formal acknow- 
ledgments of this kind unneceſſary : nor would 
I make ſo cheap a return to the many important 
obligations I owe to you, as that of mere empty 
profeſſions. I had much rather reſerve the proofs 
o.” my gratitude, to ſome future opportunity of 
teſtifying it in perſon : and if I live I will con- f 
vince you by the aſſiduity of my good offices, 
and by every inſtance of reſpect and eſteem, that 
you have not a friend, nor even a relation, who 
is ſo warmly attached to you as myſelf. In the 
mean time I am at a loſs to determine, whether 
the daily pleaſure I receive, or the laſting ho- 
nour I ſhall derive from your affectionate NY > 
be greater. 
l I find the intereſt of my aww 
of your care. It was not with any intention of 
| advancing 
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A. U. 710. advancing my own power, that I was deſirous 


they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by the ſenate: as I 
am conſcious of having no views but what re- 


gard the welfare of the republic. My reaſons 


were, in the firſt place, becauſe I thought they 
deſerved to be rewarded ; and in the next place, 
becauſe I was deſirous they might upon all oc- 
caſions be ſtill more attached to the commons» 
wealth. I hoped likewiſe by theſe means ſo 
ſtrongly to fortify them againſt all ſollicitations, 
that I might be anſwerable for their continuing 
to act with the ſame unſhaken fidelity which they 
have hitherto preſerved, 

I have kept entirely upon the ate: hy 
tho I am well appriſed with how much juſt im- 
patience the public wiſhes for a deciſive action, 
yet I perſuade myſelf that the ſenate will ap- 
prove my conduct. If any misfortune indeed 
ſhould attend our armies in this part of the world, 
the republic would not very ſoon be in a con- 
dition to oppoſe any ſudden incurſian of theſe 
rapacious traitors. . As to the ſtate of our forces; 


I imagine you already know that thoſe under my 


command conſiſt of three veteran legions, toge- 
ther with one new-raiſed regiment : which laſt 
however is compoſed of far the beſt diſciplined 
troops I ever ſaw of this fort. Brutus*, is at 


2 Decim us. 5 f 
the 
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the head of ten legions; one of which is veteran; A-U.710. 


another has been upon the eſtabliſhment about 
two yearsz and all the reſt are lately. raiſed, 
Thus you ſee, tho* our army is very numerous, 
it is not extremely ſtrong, The republic indeed 


— 


has but too often had occaſion to be convinced, 


how little is to be expected from raw and un · 
experienced forces. However, if we had been 
joined either by the African legions *, which 
are compoſed wholly of veteran troops, or by 
Cæſat's +, we ſhould without heſitation have ha- 
' xarded a general engagement. - As the troops 
of the latter were ſoraewhat neater than the for- 
mer, I frequently preſſed Cæſar by letters, to 
advance: and he accordingly promiſed to join 
us with all expedition. But other views, I per- 
ceive, have diverted him from theſe intentions. 
Nevertheleſs, I have diſpatched my lieutenant 
Furnios with another letter to him, if happily it 


may any thing avail. You are ſenſible, my dear 


Cicero, that I take an equal part with you in the 


We Theſe 
ulius Cæſar — Scipio in Africa: from whence they 
ad lately been recalled by the ſenate. But ſoon after their 
2 they were cor by the other ſoldiers; and de- 
ing the ſenate, they joined themſelves to Octavius. Life 
of Cic. iii. 241. | 


6 | | affection 


compoſed part of that zrwy with which 
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A. U. 710. affection you bear to Octavius. He has a right 


has been adopted as ſuch by Cæſar's will, and 


to my friendſhip, not only from that intimacy 
which I enjoyed with his uncle 5, but in regard 
alſo to his own diſpoſition : which as far as I 
could ever /diſcover, is regulated by principles 
of great moderation and humanity. ' It would 
ill indeed become that diſtinguiſhed amity which 
ſubſiſted between Julius Ceſar and myſelf, not 
to look upon Octavius with all the tenderneſs 
which is due to the ſon of my friend; after he 


that' adoption. approved by the ſenate. What 
I am going to ſay therefore is more the diftates 
of concern than reſentment : but it muſt be 
acknowledged, that if Antony till lives; if he 


has been joined by Lepidus; if their armies are 


by no means contemptible : in a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts, are ſingly owing to 
Czfar*. Not to look farther back than to his 


promiſe of joining me: had he fulfilled the aſſu- 


rances he gave me for that purpoſe, the war would 
by this time either have been totally at an end, 


or driven into Spain; where the enemy could 
not have carried it on without great diſadvan- 
tage, as that province is utterly averſe to them. 


5 Julius Cæſar. 
s See rem. 2. p. 263. of this vol, 


I am 
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I am at a loſs. to conceive therefore, with what A.U.516. 
view, or by whoſe advice, Cæſar was diverted 


from a meaſure ſo greatly to his intereſt and kis 
honour, in order to turn his purſuits towards a 
conſulſhip of a few months duration” : much 
to the terror at the ſame time of the republic 
and with pretenſions too, exceedingly: ridicu- 
lous?. The remonſtrances of his friends might 
be extremely ſerviceable upon this occaſion, both 
to himſelf and to the commonwealth. But none 
of them, I am perſuaded, would have ſo much in. 
fluence over him as yours ; as there is no man 


7 To the end of the current year: of which there re- 


mained about five or fix months unexpired when Octavius 
was declared conſul. 


e Oddavius advanced towards Rome at the head of ſeveral 
legions, in order to demand the conſulate : which threw 
the city into the utmoſt conſternation and diſorder. Dio. 
p. 319. Appian. p. 585, 6. 


Perhaps the abſurdity to which Plancus here — 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of * and 
conſequently Who wanted above twenty years of the age 
reſcribed by the laws for being qualified to ſue for the con · 
ular office, ſhould entertain ſo extravagant a thought as to 
aſpire to the ſupreme magiſtracy. | 


: plancus choſe a very improper man to diſſuade Octavius 
from purſuing his deſign upon the conſulate, when he fixed 
upon Cicero as the moſt likely perſon to prevail with him for 
that purpoſe. It appears indeed that Octavius had artfully 
enſnared Cicero to enter into his views, by perſuading him 
that he was deſirous of having him for his collegue in the 
conſular office, and promiſing to leave the ſole adminiſtra- | 
tion of it to Cicero's ſuperior wiſdom and experience. The 
bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to be 
thrown out in vain: and Cicero andertook the management 
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A.U.710. who is ſo much obliged to you except myſelf | 

por I ſhall ever acknowledge that the fayours 1 
have received from you are great and innumer- 
able. I have given inſtructions to Furnius 10 
ſollicit Cafar upon this ſubject: and if I ſhould 
have that authority with him which I am ſure 1 
ought, he will hereafter thank me for my advice, 
In the mean tune, we have a very difficult part 
to ſuſtain here: as on the one hand, we do not 


of this affair upon the terms propoſed, Plutarch, Appi 
and Dion Caſſius all concur in giving teſtimony to the — 

of this fact: but as jt is a fact which proves that Cicerd 
was by no means at this juncture acting the part of a pa- 
triot: the polite apologiſt of his conduct has endeavoured 
to diſcredit the evidence of theſe hiſtorians. To this end 
Dr. Middleton produces the following paſſage fram the lets 
ters to Brutus, as an inconteſtable proof, that no man 
% was mare ſhocked at Octavius's attempt, or todk more 
« pains to diſſuade it, than Cicero,” Cz/arem —— impros 
bijumis litteris guidam fallacibuſque nunciis impulerunt in ſpent 
certiſſimam SEES. RQued femulatgue ſemſi, neque ego 2 
abhentem litteris monere deſtiti, nec accſare præſentes jus neceſa 
Jarios, qui u cupiditati ſuſfragari videduntur ; nac in ſenatu 
fceleratiſmorum conſilierum fontes re dubitavi. — 2 ad 
Zrut. 10. Now there ſeems to be the ſtrongeſt to 
queſtion either the authenticity, or the veracity, of this 
letter: becauſe 'it is moſt certain from one of Cicero's 
Philippics, that he actually did favour the earlieſt 
otion of Octavius to the conſulate. . Quid ef enim P. C. 

(ors he) cur eum (O&avium) nom quam primum amplifli- 
"=p mos honores capere capiamus ? Legibus enim annalibus cum 
grandiorem ætatem ad conſulatum conſtituehant, adolzſcentiæ 
temeritatem uerebautur. C. Ceſar incunte ætate dotwit ab ex- 
cellenti eximiague wirtuti, progreſſum ætatis expectari non 
oportere. In hoc ſpes libertatis pofita eff ; ab hoc accepta jam 
Jalus, huic ſummi honores et exquiruntur et parati ſunt, Phil. 
v. 17, 48, Could Cicero, after this, without being gan 
of the wildeſt and the weakeſt ineonſiſtency, admoniſh 


think 


* 


* 
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think ourſelves altogether ſtrong | to A. U. 
altogether g enough 


hazard an engagement: and on the other, muſi 
take care not to expoſe the republic to greater 
dangers by declining one. However, if Cæſar 
ſhould comply with the dictates of his intereſt 
and his honour: or if the African · legions ſhould 
ſpeedily join us; you may depend upon having 
nothing to fear from this quarter. Let me in- 
treat you to continue your friendſhip to me, and 


% Octavius by letter again his de the conſul- 
„ ſhip; reproach thoſe to their — — him 
„in that ambitious view: and lay open the ſource of theſe 
<< traiterous counſels in the ſenate; (all which the epiſtle 
3 6 —— did 29 — A himſelf in 

Pr in above cn id every thing 
that —— ſuggeſt in — Of. 
vius's premature advancement to the conſular office? Either 
the letters then to Brutus are not ine; or Cicero to 


fon FR urpoſe, pretended he had acted a 
which > 7 The former of theſe e 


maintained by ſome very learned and judicious critics : and 
the latter will by no means be thought improbable, if there 
is any weight in the ſeveral inftances of the ſame kind 
which have been occaſionally produced in the courſe of 
theſe remarks. But whichever-of theſe alternatives be the 
fact, it equally concludes in ſupport of that hiſtorical evi- 
dence for which I have been contending. In farther con- 
firmation of which it may be obſerved, that Plutarch cites 
the authority of Octavius himſelf, for what he affirms con- 
cerning the private agreement between Octavius and Cicero 
in regard to the conſulate. And it is probable he took this 
piece of ſecret hiſtory from thoſe memoirs which Octavius 
wrote of his own life: as it is certain that both Plutarch 
and Appian made great uſe of them in compiling their hiſ- 
tories, Plut. in wit. Cic. Appian. p. 578, 9. 385. Dio. p. 
51g. Middlet. on the epift. to Brut: p. 134+ rem. 8.  Tunſtal's 
obſer. on the epiſt. to Brat. P · 222. et Sue. in Aug. 85. 


to 
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4A. V. vic. to be aſſured that I am entirely yours. Fare- 
We * * l : | ; 


From my camp, July the 28th. 
1 ca foon after the date of this letter, abandoned 
| his collegue Decimus Brutus, and went over with his troops 
| to Antony and Lepidus. See rem. 8. on letter 15, of this 
Book. , About four months likewiſe from the time when 
this letter was written, the celebrated coalition was formed 
* Cæſar, Antony and Lepidus: in conſequence 
which, Cicero, it is well known, was ſacrificed to Antony's 
reſentment. | In the laſt moments of his life he behaved 
with great compoſure : and it is the only circumſtance in 
all his misfortunes, that he bore with a becoming fortitude, 
He had indeed ſo much the leſs reaſon to complain of his 
fate, as it is certain that he ſuffered nothing more than he 
would have inflited, had Fortune put Antony into his 
power. Omnium adver/ſorum, ſays Livy, nibil ut wiro dig- 
num erat, tulit, præter mortem que, were eftimanti, minus 
indigne videri potuit, quod a victore inimico nibil crudelius pf 
furus erat, quam quod-tjuſdem fortune compos ip/e fecifſet. Liu. 
fragm. apud Senec. Suaſor. 6. This is the judgment which 
the hobleſt and moſt impartial of the Roman hiſtorians has 
paſſed upon Cicero: and the truth of it is abundantly con- 
tirmed by the foregoing letters 
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